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TUESDAY’S victory pushed the Town three places
up the First Division table.

They went to eighth, Ievel on points and goal differ-
ence with seventh-placed Spurs. The Londoners are above
the Town by virtue of having scored more goals — both
clubs have a zero goal difference but Spurs have conceded
and scored four more than the Town.

On Saturday, when the First Division programme was
cut by FA Cup-ties, the Town held 11th place in the table,
with Liverpool and Manchester United continuing their
personal contest for the championship,

At Anfield the champions came back from a goal down
to\ dispose of Spurs 3-1 while at Old Trafford Manchester
United looked unimpressive and over-anxious for 50 minutes
before beating Leicester 2-0. 3

West Ham reclaimed third place but failed to close the
gap when they were held 1-1 at home by struggling Wolves.
Nottingham Forest, who had a day off, dropped down to
fourth, but had a chance to go back into the top three last
night when they were at home to Everton.

Notts County suffered double disaster: while they were
being knocked out of the cup by Everton at Meadow Lane,
Wolves edged a point above them.

The draw at West Ham
took Wolves off the bottom
for the first time since
October, and although
Notts County had a game
at Norwich Iast night it
looks as though two relega-
tion spots are just about
decided.

Stoke and lIpswich are in
most danger of slipping
down with Notts County
and Wolves.

@ FIRST BLOOD: lpsi defender, Russell Osman is left oundering as Aylott
- chips the ball up and curls it over goalk eeper Paul Cooper to put the Town ahead
‘in the 39th minute. The ball hung in the air and dipped just under the bar.
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@ STRETCHED: Terry Butcher, who struggled to prevent a shaky Ipswich defence from caving in com- 0. oty e
pletely, goes full length to block a flying attack by Brian Stein. Comaiy e JRGMICLT ST NeEs

WITH . relief competing
with pleasure at the re-
sult, the faithful few at
Kenilworth Road on
Tuesday night saluted
the final whistle for two
reasons: 1t was. Luton
Town's first home win of
1984, and it came after
Ipswich had given the
Town an anxious finale,

Relegation - threatened
shadows of the skilful and
ententaining Ipswich teams
we have seen in the past,
Bobby Ferguson's mein
looked resigned to their fate
after Trevor Avlott scored
twice,

But they pulled a goal
back seven minutes from the
end, and vou could feel a
c¢hilling fear on a wintry
night spreading around Ken«
itworth Road. Ipswich de-
served no reward, vet the
way things have gone for
the Town since OChristmas
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an  unexpected equaliser
threatened to spoil every-
thing,

Ipswich should never have
been that colose, because
without turning on the
sparkle a patched-up Town
side had buckled down to
work hard.

The visitors had the same
idea  without the same
abiity, and but for a suc-
cession of missed chances
by the Town in the second
half their sixth consecutive
defeat would have been far
heavier.

The ‘background to the
Town's overdue - success
made it all the more satsfy-
ing: for their followers.
Skipper Brian Horton. apd
midfield  colleague Ricky

Hi#l were both out with in-
juries, and the Town had to

Match Details

LUTON TOWN 2 IPSWICH TOWN 1
Half-1ime: 2-0

TOWN: Sealey; Stephens, Elliott, Goodyear, Thomas; Antic,

Donaghy,
needed.

Bunn; Stein, Walsh, Aylott. Sub: Moss, not

IPSWICH: Cooper; Burley, Osman, Butcher Barnes; Putney,
Wark, McCall, Gates; Turner (Dozzell, 61 mins), Sunder-

land.

THE GOALS: Trevor Aylott twice for the Town, superb
curled chip, 39 minutes; penalty, 53 minutes, after Russell
Osman downed Frank Bunn; Trevor Putney for Ipswich,

83 minutes.

OTHER GOAL ATTEMPTS: Town four saved ang seven
wide; Ipswich five saved and seven wide Corners: 7-3 to

the Town,

ATTENDANCE: B,776 lowest league gate of the season at
Kenilworth Road, but on a very cold snowy night.

ENTERTAINMENT:

Too much

like hard work for two

teams more desperate abdut the result than the manner in
which it was gained, but the Town's patched-up side de-

served to win.

REFEREE: Howard Taylor, Leicester—Kkept a tight grip on

things throughout.

use an experimental mixture
in that department,

Raddy Antic was brought
back for only his third full
appearance of the season,
Mal Donaghy was shifted
out of defence to add the
steel and bite that ought to
have been needed, and
Frank Bunn returned a
month after being dropped,

It was the first fime that
trio had playved together in
the midfield formation, and
perhaps we should all be
grateful that Ipswich were
not sharp enough to win
control in that area, despite
using four midfield men to
the Town's three.

The Town were also grate-
ful that Alan Sunderland,
on loan from Highbury, is
no longer .the clinical fin-
isher he used to be. Eric
Gates put him through with
the first clear chance of the
game, in the sixth minute,
and Les Sealey made an im-
portant save by sticking out
a boot,

By contrast with the
Fown's . varied attacking
ideas, with Paul Walsh and

Brian Stein willing as ever

to run at defenders, and
Aylott ploughing through
everything, Ipswich were
lacklustre,

But they did defend and

cover well for a long time,
and their manager Bobby
Ferguson blamed a goal-
Keeping error for the 39th-
minute goal that ° forced
Ipswich to be more positive

He should have admitted
that central defender Russell
Osman was having a bit of
a mnightmare against gquick

opponents who made him
look as mgobile as a steam-
roller

Walsh began the move

with a run at the centre of
Ipswich’s defence. His pass
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found Avlott on the edge of
the penalty area, in the in-
side right position. Aviot:
turned a vard oclear of
Osman, and curled a superb
chip mto the mnet over
Cooper, who could hardly
believe the accuracy of the
shot.

Kirk Stephens had to
make a saving tackle when
Sunderland nearly got
through for a shot straight
from the restart, but Ips-
wich couldn't find the same
sort of defensive coolness in
the 53rd minute when the
clinching second goal
arrived,

Clive Goodyear started it
breaking from defence, and
eiving Avlott the chance to
move forward, His pass sent
Bunn racing for goal in the
inside left- channel, Osman
toppled -him with a clumsy

challenge and Aylott . des-
patched the penalty with a
minimum amount wof fuss

and the maximum amount of

power and accuracy.
Ipswich wilted after that,

and should have been ham-

PATCHED-UP TEAM HAS
ITS DESERVEL

mered. Walsh caught them
on the break with 2 marvel-
jous right-wing run of 50
vards, but Stein managed 1o
mistime his shot from the
Cross

Cooper made a finger-tip
save to keep out a rising
drive by Stein, -and Walsh
put another chance wide as
the Town drove: forward
through the falling snow.

But Ipswich regained hope
and enthusiasm with- seven
minutes to go when the
Town defence was caught
overstretched as Sunderland
and John Wark led 2 coun-
ter-attack. Wark did well to
draw Sealey and toe-poke a
pass beyond him, leaving
Trevor Putnev an open goal,

He scored and just for a
few minutes confidence
looked a problem for the
Town, wuntii  Bunn _ and
Walsh put one shot over and
another wide, leaving Ips-
wich Kidding themselves at
the end that thev had been
close to ‘their first
point of the vear,
weren't really.,

away
v
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@ DOUBLE DELIGHT: Abcve Trevor Ayiott enjoys seeing his penalty hit the
back of the Ipswich net in the 53rd minute to complete his brace. Below Ayiott
demonstrates the perfect spot kick as he sends the ball streaking mto the
bottom feft-hand comner for his ninth goal of the season, making him second
leading scorer behind Paul Walsh.




