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Brian Stein shes the ball low into the net past a despairing Tony Coton in the

fourth minute to give the Town the lead at St Andrew’s.
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A CRUEL penalty nine
minutes from time
robbed the Town of their
eighth away win of the
season at St Andrews on
Tuesday night.

But if referee Erfc Read’s
decision to give Birmingham
late Teprieve Was
harsh, ~they probably de-
served it after pounding
away at an over-worked but
defiant Town defence for
most of the match.

But it was ironic that
Thomas, who had had an-
other superb game, should
be the man to be penalised.
He thought he had no
chance of taking evasive
action when Howard Gavle
tried to drive in a right
wing cross,  but was ad-
judged to have handled and
Birmingham skipper Bally
Wright scored from the
spot.

That wiped out a superb

on both hit the deck as the ball flies into the unguarded net

for the Town's goal.

BIRMINGHAM CITY 1, LUTON TOWN 1
(Half-time: 0-1)

early goal by Brian Stein. He
broke his ten-match famine
with a sweet strike in the
fourth minute.

It was the Town's first
attack, set up by a strong
midfield burst and percep-
tive pass by Raddy Antic, It
caught the Birmingham de-
fence square and Stein con-
trolled the ball quickly be-
fore whipping & low shot
expertly into the net.

From then on Birmingham
were all action hustlers, but
for a long time their long
ball tactics showed no sign
of upsetting a cool Town
defence, with Paul Elhott
and Clive Goodyear taking
everything in the air in
their stride,

Midfield was Jlargely by-
pased for a long time, but
Birmingham had ample op-
portunity to equalise long
before they did.

Their best first-half effort
came when a run down the
right wing by Pat. van den
Hauwe saw him iick a pass
inside Thomas and Gayle
lobbed accuratelv towards
the top far corner.

Les Sealey was off his
line, but back-pedalled at
high speed and made a mar-
vellous © save, finger-tipping
the ball over .the bar, -

most the whole of the
nd half was a case of
resolute Town defence, bol-
stered by midfielders, against
non-stop Birmingham
attacks.

The Blues won seven
corners, had a string of
shots charged down, and
a managed to waste more
chances.

Gayle threatened to cause
immense damage, but was

held by Thomas, and #t
looked as though a hard-
earned away win was on the
cards until that late penalty,

Birmingham  contributed
to their own frustration bw
being over-anxious. ~ Mick
Harford, who had mussed
one difficult chance in the
first half wasted a simple
one in the second when he
blazed over the bar from ten
yards.

Thomas headed off the
line from Tonv Rees from a
corner that was not cleared,
and Rees mmssed a golden
chance to snatch a Birming-
ham victory when he headed
wide from eight yvards in the
fast minute.

In attack Paul Walsh had
no chance to mpress watch-
ing Liverpool officaals. Birm-
ingham had obviously given
deep thought to his reputa-
tion and he was so well pol-
iced by Wrnght and Blake
that he didn’t have a single
shot on target. But nor did
many other Town plavers.

DETAILS

LUTON 'WHN: Sealey
Elliott, Goo ar, Thomas
Donagn Stein.
Ayloii. Sub Breacker.

BIRMINGHAM:

Blike, Wright, Hagan:
van ¢ Hauwe, Rees
ford, Hopkins. Sub: McCarrick pot
used,

THE GOALS: Brian Steln for the
Town four m Ry t
penalty |

OTHER
saved, two
eight saved

CORMERS:

REFEREE: Er

ATTENDANCE: §

ENTERTAINMENT: T

il battle to .inc
» but always e

Stephens
Antic
Walsh.

Report by Brian Swain
Pictures: Mark Richards

AFTER moving into seventh
place in the First Division
after Saturday's draw at
Norwich, the Town dropped
back to eighth on Tuesday.

While they again shared
the points at Birmingham,
rivals Watford were beating
Sunderland 2-1 at Vicarage
Road . and jumped two

places 10 go 2 point zhead
of the Town.

The First Division table
after Tuesday's games:

Man Utd
Liverpos!
Nottm For
Southampten
West Ham
QFR
Watiord
Luton Town
Aston Vilia
Spurs
Norwich
Arsenal
Everton
Coventry
Birmingham
Leicester
Sunderiand
West Brem
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@ GET INI:

@ DUEL: Powerful Birmingham defender Noel Bloke comes out on top in
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a heading duel with Fronk Bumn.

s

. .
~

unleashes a le
defender on the wrong foot.
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