FOOTBALL in general and Luton Town in particular was the loser at

Kenilworth Road when the Town's worrying slump continued. With the
Milton Keynes background row affecting gates and local enthusiasm, the
referee dealt the killer blow to the match as a spectacle,

Everton went home with a morale-boosting win a week before their FA
Cup semi-final from a confrontation that did little credit to any of the three

teams on the field.

The Town's only. slight
consolation was that they
were a better combination
than the officials. The lines-
men couldn’t help that:
they were carrying a pass-
enger, referee Jim Ash-
worth from Oakham,

He sent off Mal Donaghy

=seven

minutes into ithe
second half, and that
turned the game. The
Town might have held

Everton with 11 men, but
the ten left on were swept
aside as football took
second place to physical
commitment that some-
times had malicious intent
about it.

Three Jate goals by
Everton completed a mis-
erable week for the Town.
but manager David Pleat
considered his words care-
fullv when he discussed the
sending-off turning point.

Whether it was right or
wrong, he said, it spoiled
what had been a close con-
test. He added that on the
day Everton deserved to
win.

I thought Donaghy de-
served to g0, even though
most referees = mowadays
settle for a caution for the
“professional foul”.

Everyone
shouted for action after the
infamous case at Wembley
when Willie Young clob-

in the game

bered Paul Allen in an FA
Cup fhnal to prevent the
voung West Ham striker

scoring.

For a time that sort of
offence was treated as
serious foul plav for which
the punishment is dis-
missal. I wich every ref
still took the same line. If
we thought it was harsh on
Donaghy. what would we
have said if it hag hap-
pened at the other end,
with the Town robbed of a

goal?

The chances are that if
Donaghy had not commit-
ted himself to try to repair
a dreadful mistake by Paul
Elliott, Heath would have
scored, and the way things
were going the Town never
looked capable of much
more than another draw.

Mr Ashworth’s contribu-
tion to an unsavoury after-
noon revolved much more
round a succession of in-
explicable decisions. Some
fouls were not seen. One
or two were seen back to
front, with plavers fefled
and being penalised.

In short Mr Ashworth
had a nightmare game. lost
control, and angered just
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- that

about
Everton and their follow-
ers.

evervone, including

There was a suspicion
that Everton skipper Peter
Reid and volatile winger
Terry Curran had -helped

to get Donaghy sent off
with their dramatic re-
actions to the foul on
Heath.

The incident soured the
rest of the game, and Reid

and Curran, along with
Derek Mounthfield, were
booked as clog and
counter-clog became the

pattern.

Brian Stein collected a
caution for dissent, and
Brian Horton and Kirk
Stephens were both lucky
Mr Ashworth’'s in-
consistencies allowed them
to get away with tackles
that smacked of retribu-
tion.

Problems for the Town

had started long before
Mr Ashworth’s arrival.
Paul Walsh went down

with a knee injury a few
hours before kick-off, and
18 - vear - old Mark Stein
came in for his debut.

The lad had no chance

- defence,

N\

agamst an uncompromising
and deserved a
happier occasion for his
debut. His selection ahead
of Emeka Nwajiobi was a
little puzzling.

Elliott returned
suspension in place “of
Clive Goodyear, Raddy
Antic was dropped to let
Frank Bunn return, and
Trevor Avlott was recalled
in place of Dayid Moss.

The much - changed side
looked reasonable in de-
fence but poor in attack,
with® the midfield unable to
be very positive going
forward. - ‘

It was dreary deatllock
for the first half, with the
only close call just before
the interval ~when Les
Sealey beat out a header
by Mountfield following a
COrner. 7

Things looked more pro-
mising early in the second
half. For five minutes or
so the Town took the game
to Everton.

Mark Stein made a
speedy break down the left
wing, tricked his- way past
Gary Stevens, and delivered
a far post cross which

Neville Southall was happy

after .

“made

to paw away to safety via
the crossbar, with Tim
Breacker putting him under
pressure,

Aylott forced Southall
into a diving save, and the
Town were close to gaining
control when Elliott’s blun-

- der disrupted proceedings.

Robbed of their best de-
fender, the Town took off
Mark Stein three minutes
later and sent on Clive
Goodyear.

The two-man attack of
Brian Stein and Aylott
was swamped, and Everton
pushed forward remorse-
lessly. /

Curran, fighting for an
FA Cup place after seven
months on the injured list,
showed 3 little of the flair
he used to save up for
Town- matches.

Boots and bodies flew in
all directions as the match
deteriorated, but Everton’s
pressure  brought them
three goals in the last 27
miputes.

Curran and Trevor Steven
the opening for
Mountfield to shoot the
Airst, Goodyear and Sealey
got all mixed up to give
Heath the second, and two
minutes from time- one of
several crude challenges by
Stephens floored Reid in
e penalty box and Heath
scored his second from the

t. . ;
The smallest Saturday
attendance of the season
took cynical pleasure in
having nothing better to
cheer than thé rising level
of violence. Some even
staved until the end to give
Mr_ Ashworth a rowdy
farewell.

@ STEIN MARK TWO: The Town’s
debut teenager, younger brother of Brian, in
action at the start of a run which nearly brought
the Town a goal early in the second half—full-
back Gary Stevens was beaten by the body
swerve and Mark Stein’s cross was saved with
: the aid of the crossbar.
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Half-time: 0-0 =022 feu

e 1 2
{ o’ ‘l"‘
TOWN: Sealey; Stephens, Elliott, Donaghy, Thomas;
Breacker, Horton, Bunn; Brian Stein, Mark Stein,
(Goodyear, 55 mins), Aylott.

EVERTON: Southall; Stevens, Mountficld,
Bailey; Reid, Steven, Richardson; Curran,
Sharp. Sub: Irvine, not nceded.

THE GOALS: All after Mal Donaghy was sent off—

Mountfield, 63 mins, Hcath 77 mins and penalty 88
mins.

OTHER ATTEMPTS: Town two saved and four wide;
Everton five saved; six wide. Corners: 5-0 to Everton.

REFEREE: Jim Ashworth, of Oakham—had an absolute
stinker, with both sides unhappy at some puzzling
decisions.

ATTENDANCE: 9,224, lowest Saturday gate of the
season, and perhaps not entirely due to recent results. .

ENTERTAINMENT: Quite awful, with a promising
improvement early in the second half ended by the

sending-off of Mal Donaghy, and violence from both
sides not dealt with by the ref. :

CONTROVYERSY: Donaghy’s “professional foul” in the
52nd minute to chop down Adrian Heath when Paul -
Elliott’s mistake gave him a scoring chance. If only
every ref would do the same ... TV cameras showed
Steve Terry of Watford getting away with a similar
offence at Norwich with a booking. Consistency is the
requirement.

BRIGHT SPOT: Mark Stein made his debut alongside
his brother as replacement for injured Paul Walsh.

BOOKINGS: Reid, Curran and Mountfield of Everton, all
for fouls; Brian Stein for dissent.

Harper,
Heath,



