HATTERS UNDER
HE HAMMER |

news for the Hatters after
this defeat plunged them in-
to an unexpected relegation
scrap.

Midfield ace Ricky Hill told
 the Herald he is far from ready to
rejoin the club’s second suc-

cessive battle to beat the drop.

“I’ve only just started training on the
leg again,’’ said Ricky. ‘‘No dates have
' been set for a comeback. But 1 hope to
" return before the end of the season.”

Luton never really deserved to take any
reward away from West Ham.

Yet they spurned the offer of a point by
failing to bite when Hammers revealed
their soft centre in the second half.

Paul Allen provided the passes for
' Tony Cottee and Alvin Martin to put

West Ham two up at half-time.

Paul Walsh, back after a two match
absence through injury, put Town back in
contention before Cottee’s second goal
_made sure Hammers stayed in line for a
place in Europe.

There was added pressure for they had
won only once since going out of the FA

|
THERE WAS MORE bad
|

WEST HAM3 LUTON 1

Cottee, 2, Martin Walsh

By DOMINIC BIGGS

Cup in disgrace at Birmingham in mid
February.

Recently a 6-0 thrashing at Anfield
preceded a home defeat by Sunderland.

Backed by a 15,430 crowd, their lowest
in the league this season, they took the
game to Luton and were repaid in the 25th
minute.

Cottee, the 18-year-old who scored
West Ham’s winner at Kenilworth Road,
caught a sleeping defence to shoot past
Sealey.

With Barnes raiding down both flanks,
Hammers created a stream of openings.

When Allen slung over a cross eight
minutes before half-time, Martin and
Swindlehurst were left alone in the six
yard box. Martin accepted the invitation
by heading in over the stranded keeper.

Luton attacks meanwhile were snuffed
out on the edge of West Ham’s penalty
area — their best effort was a Moss shot.
Hammers were inches away from a third
goal following a move between Bonds,
Cottee, Brooking and Swindlehurst.

Walsh’s goal, 20 minutes into the
second half, changed the trend.

{ Horton, outside the 18 yard box, pass-
led wide to Bunn, who found his way to
the line and cut the ball back for Stein.
His deflected shot bounced over the div-
:jng Parkes for Walsh to tap in.

“ Only then did Luton threaten, Bunn
'bursting into the box, creating scoring
ichances for Stein and Walsh.

| But Bunn it was who went off 16
minutes from the end, as Clive Goodyear
took over at the back and Mal Donaghy
Pushed up into midfield.

Minutes later Walsh had the chance to
nake it 2-2. Clear through, he waited for
Parkes to dive before chipping over him
T_ but into the side netting.

. Last season Walsh won this fixture for
ila!ters with a virtuoso hat trick.

| But this time it was Cottee who popped
up among an again static Luton defence
to hook a drive past Sealey and make it
his and West Ham's night.

&EST HAM: Parkes, Stewart,
Valford, Bonds, Martin, Barnes,
Allen, Cottee, Swindlehurst, Brook-
ing, Pike. Sub: Donald.

LUTON: Sealey, Stephens, Thomas,
Horton, Elliott, Donaghy, Parker,
Stein, Walsh, Bunn, Moss. Sub:
qoodyear.

® Scor‘ér Walsh

PW

Liverpool............ 35 12
[EManiUtd s St 36 13
NattmiF........... <3611
APR e 36 12
Southampton ..... 34 12
West Ham .......... 36 10
Tottenham ......... 36 9
Arsenal.............. 36 8
Aston Villa ......... 36 12
Watford ............. 36 8
Evartan v oot 3987
Norwichi .o 35 9
Leicester............ 36 10
EUTON A e 37 6
Coventry............ 37 7
Birmingham ....... 36 7
WestBrom.......... 3% 8
Sunderland......... 36 6
Stokefta i 36 10
Ipswich.............. 36 8
Notts Co..:.oiiv. i 35516
Wolves .............. 353
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CANON LEAGUE
Division One

LFAWD L F APs
239 9 8 6 4201769
33815 6 9 3261968
33515 7 4 8262561
33210 6 3 9242160
22915 5 4 7151859
43820 7 3 8182658
62622 6 6 6303154
63323 7 3 8282752
32918 2 610223551
53329 6 210283849
31510 5 4 8182748
43016 3 6 8122247
43524 2 7 9243347
72628 7 3 9212847
82930 5 6 7212746
71817 5 4 9172444
52319 4 311173343
42216 4 410133142
52420 1 512113841
62922 2 313143137
62629 4 311163036
81425 2 213124224

(® After Tuesday's results)
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