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@ DOUBLE DELIGHT: Frank Bunn cracks in the second equaliser, and his

EVERY MAN in the team had cause to walk off
with pride after Luton Town saw off Watford in
hectic and fascinating local derby.

Watford shaded the first half, lost the lead twice, and
were outplayed after the break and are now pinned deeper
in the relegation zone after only one victory in 11 league
games.

The Town still have a long way to go to achieve mid-
table comfort, and one of the things that made the game
so entertaining was that both clubs had hit dodgy th-_n_,-
together.

For an hour there was little to choose between two
teams who suffered trembles in defence, but who appreci-
ated the need to score more goals than they conceded

By the end the Town had imposed their brand of skill
and thought on a Watford side that failed for lack of
variety in the penalty area.

Several individual contests pointed up the changing
pattern of the game, and in every one Town players came
out on top when it mattered.

George Reilly, for instance, drew first blood in his
confrontation with Paul Elliott, but was made to look
very much second best after the interval, when Watford
most needed to make Reilly’s height and power count.

a

second goal of the game, within seconds of Watford taking a 2-1 lead.

" Report by Brian Swain
Pictures : Mark Richards

From 1 to 11 Town men
came through their tests
with final honours, even if
all judgement has to be tem-
pered with the reminder
that Watford are not the
team they were, particularly
i confidence after a bad
start to the season.

Jake Findlay, back in the
First Diviston after 18
months because of Andy
Dibble’s injury, grabbed 'his
chance like a starving man
mvited to a party. He made
two crucial saves when Wat-
ford threatened to double
their early lead, made only
one mistake with a poor
clearance kick, and was
justified afterwards in his
claim that he had shown
he was good enough to set
the manager a problem
when Dibble is fit again.

Mitchell Thomas, facing
the daunting prospect of
holding England winger
John Barnes, stuck with it
through a difficult first 30
minutes, snuffed out the
danger completely before
the interval, and then be-
came an extra attacker to
help ensure that there was
no way back for Watford
in the second half.

Wayne Turner was in the
No 3 shirt again, deputising
for Ashlev Grimes. He had
not been entirelv happy at
left back against Sheffield
Wednesday, but Graham
Taylor won't take consola-
tion from that ‘today.

Les Taylor and Nigel
Callaghan both tried to un-
lock the Town defence
down Watford’s right., Both
failed against Turner's good
tackiing and positional play,
and in the end Taylor aban-
doned the attempt when it
became clear his central
attackers were getting no
service at al from the flanks

Garry Parker returned

impressively to midfield,
and showed Watford that
long passes are not the
only way of breaching de-
fences: he tackled wel when
he had to, and was unlucky
not to score at least once
with his strong running with
the ball.

Paul Elliott and Mal Don
aghy had to work hard
early on against Reilly and
Luther Blissett. The Wat-
ford men could claim to be
ahead on points after 27
minutes, when each had
scored once and the Town's
defence was under pressure

But the Luton pair tipped
the balance after that, and
with the midfield cutting
off the service after the
break Reilly and Blissett
hardlv had a chance to dis-
turb them again

One of the happiest
features for the Town was
the decisive contribution
Ricky Hill made. His form
is almost a mirror of results
this season — when Hill
clicks the team looks good,
and Watford were unlucky
enough to meet a player
who recaptured the form
that .put him into. the
England side a couple of
Vears ago.

He fought for possession
in midfiel

id, took men on
and left them standing, and
he and Parker provided a
stream of clever passes for
the front runners.

Brian Stein benefited, and
if he is not yet back to the
high peaks of excellence he
can achieve, he was more
than good enough to énsure
Watford were second best

The magic touch is not as
consistent as it used to be,
but after a quiet first half
his contribution® in the
second was under-rated by
those behind the Press box
calling for him to be sub-
stituted
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