gallop!

Luion 3 Watford 2 - 3y I TS

LUTON emerged breathless . but triumphant from a
frantic mateh that condemns their nearest rivais to
further anxiety at the foot of he First Division. The
optimism prompted by Watford’s first win of the
season at Chelsea last Saturday was increased when
they twice seized the lead. But Luton’s superb
&xond-half show was too much for them.

Luton, also in the bottom
four before the match,
climbed un the table after
an encounter that did
nothing to scupper this

fixture's reputation for
Incidents, '

Last vear, two plavers w o“r‘
sent off. and this time 1t wa
was again nlaved at an a*'naf-
Ing pace, containine five ooals
—one of them a real freak.

Yet, after such a :feast.
manacer David Pleat and

Graham Taylor b{:«th refused
to comment.

Watford dommated the
first half. but their inabili‘v
to trausfer superiority into
an Interval lead vroved costlv.
Thev did zo ahead after eioht
minutes: when . Nigel Calla-
ahen’'s left winz corner was
‘headed towards oco0al by
George Reilly. Luton ’keever
Jakre Findlev, plaving his first
mateh for 18 months nun~hed
the bal)l] awsv, Hut th~ lirece
man - judeed that it had
crossed the line. .

Luton drew level after 21
minutes when Richard
Jobson's attempted hack poss
from 20 vards looned higzh and
wid2 of Watford 'keepér Tony
Coton.

Stunning

Chances continue- to come
att a thrilling -rate ' and
Watford recantured the lead
in .the 27th minute.

And it must have been the

Gst sa 1sming moment  of
tT matzh for Watiord boss
aylor as -Rilev and Luther
Blissett combined with stun-
ning effect.

Rilav combined weill with Mo
Johnston last sSeason and
Blissett with Ross Jenkins in
the nast. But here was Italian
misfiy Blisseft . receivinT a
pass frem  Rilev and slam-
ming the ball home.

A minnute later. though, and
Frruk Bunn eéqualised with
a shof from 15 vards. makin<
it  three goals In seven
minptes. . |

TLuton. inspired bv Ricky
Hill, snafteched the initiative
after half-time.

Ma! Donag hm neaded
against the bal“ aftev 49
minutas as Luton made theilr
intentions immediately clair.

And Luton sealed victory
when Steve Eiliott, receiving
a nass from Hill, drove in an
angle shot from 15 yards
after 61 minutes.

Luton looked more likely to
add to their lead, but the gap
between the two sides at the
end of the season is unlikely
to be much greater than the
stretch " of  the M1l that
separates them.
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Watford s Luther Bl:ssett snaps a quck headﬂr a* goal as Mal Donaghy
-of Luton sails in with a challenage



