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Match Details

MANCHESTER UNITED 2, LUTON TOWN 0
HALF-TIME: 0-0

TOWN: Dibble (replaced by Donaghy, 61 min, Parker going
on as sub); Breacker, North, Droy, Donaghy; Hill, Turner,
Bunn, Hilaire; Stein, Elliott.

MAN UTD: Bailey; Gidman, McQueen, Duxbury, Albiston;
Moses, Robson (Stapleton, 45 min), Strachan, Olsen;
Hughes, Whiteside.

THE GOALS: Norman Whiteside, twice, 56 minutes, after
Mark Hughes drew and beat Dibble down the by-line and
84 minutes when the Town were stretched by Strachan's
through-ball.

OTHER STRIKES: Town four saved, cight wide, one hit the
bar; United four saved, nine wide, one hit the bar,
Corners: 16-6 to United.

ATTENDANCE: 42,776—United’s
except for a live televised match.

REFEREE: George Courtney, Spennymoor, County Durham:
Pretty good, but might have been more alert on some of
Whiteside's elbow-assisted challenges.

DEBUT CHEER: Micky Droy was outstanding in his first
game for the Town, but deserved his first-half booking
for going through Whiteside.

ENTERTAINMENT: The Town’s sparkle was not consistent
enough to get a point, but their commitment and effort
was a pleasure to see, and championship-chasing United
were never able to relax,
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® COVERED: Vince Hilaire tries to get clear of Joh
Manchester United were

Gordon McQueen at Old Trafford. Gary Bailey saved th
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cky Droy, on Ioah from Chelsea, gets into attack to p ral
V H is early effort, but Droy was outstanding in beefing up the Town
defence.
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UNITED GIVEN A
TOUGH TIME

MANAGER of a team
that has cost a fortune
and needs a long over-
due league champion-
ship to make it all
worthwhile, Manchester
United’s Ron AtKinson
was relieved rather than
happy after the Town's
challenge failed at OId
Trafford.

The loss of goalkeeper
Andy Dibble with the final
third of the match still to
be fought could have been

a crushing blow to a team
one goal down.

-

a

n Gidman during one of the
put under pressure,

Instead the Town’s mix-
ture of defiance and enter-
prise kept Mr Atkinson
and United supporters on

tenterhooks wuntil the
second goal was lashed
past deputy 'Keeper Mal
Donaghy

Mr- Atkinson said he
didn’t think it had been

much of a game for the
spectators, and said his
team had been below form,
They were not helped by

many spells when

the half-time departure of
skipper Bryan Robson.

Perhaps even at money-
laden Old Trafford one
plaver's absence could be
decisive. Goodness knows
what poor Mr Atkinson
would do if he were to lose
his first choice goalkeeper
and a complete back four

in the space of three
months.
That has been Dawvid

Pleat's unhappy experi-
ence, vet if his team was
makeshift, it hardly looked
Iike it. Micky Droy came
in for a quick debut after
his loan signing from Chel-
sea, and he typified the
Town's defiant approach

He made every inch of

his 6ft 4in frame count,
and Norman Whiteside
later testified that more

than 15 stone of Droy is a
formidable obstacle,

PRIDE

Droy's tackling and
heading were outstanding
ind only once in the 90
minutes was the big man
embarrassed on the ground
when Mark Hughes, the
new ten-goal star of
United, managed to break
free for a shot that went
wide,

A harder attitude, a
higher level of concen-
trated commitment, and an
obvious determination to
restore a bit of pride ran
through evervthing: the
F'own did and that was
why Mr Atkinson was
forced to admit that
Umited had not plaved with
the freedom and flowing
styvle he wants

I had the feeling that the

Fown were determined to
put more efforg into de
fending, and there was less
free running in attack

Yet thev looked the more

IMpressive formation at
the sharp end for two
periods of the wpame, and
the dav's best save had to
be made by Garv Bailev

to Keep out a stinging late

drive by substitute Garry
Parker

Tim Breacker at right
back regularly got into
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Everton 1510 2 313 %
Man Utd 15 8 5 22918 29
Arsenal 15 % 2 43009
Spurs 15 9 1 51524
W Ham 15 7 4 a2 025
Chelsea 15 6 4 5251622
Sheflf W 15 6 4 55112
Se'ton 15 5 7312
N Forest 15 6 3 e 21 21
Li'pool 15 5641052
Newc'le 15 S 6 AN
S'derfand 15 5 5 5221920
Norwich 15 5 S 5aax
W Brom 15 5 4 ¢22019
A Villa 15 4 5§ 6203017
Ipswich 15 3 7 51721
Watlord 15 3 & 630315
QPR 14 3 & 51935
Coventry 15 4 3 3§ 23 15
Leicester 15 4 3 § 23315
Luten Tn 15 3 4 3173113
Stoke Hl14a0n7

and he

first

Traf-
Danish
Was
one
12-money

attacking positions
had a marvellous
appearance at Old
ford. Against him
star  Jasper Olsen
anonymous, as were
or two other b
men.

achan
midfield

Gordon Str
sneaked the
honours, with a touch of
artistry and Hair which
gave him the edre over the
lown's grea i

denree of
hard work and persistence

CHANCES

The Town d
as many attacking open-
ngs as they had done in
recent games, vet thev did
carve out chances whi
could have given them tt
all-important

1 not create

lirst goa

Frank  Bunn Steve
Elliott, Vince Hilaire and
Droy all had a mo with

varying lack of accuracy or
}

power, and with the score

sheet blank at half-time
there was ign of tlie
qap in ible status
between the t tcam

Robson was
when he headed
a8 well as the
for goal just bels
time, and was replaced by
Frank Stapleton for the
second half

Loing
1

As  with the first half

the Town had the better
of the early minutes, and
Bunn was close io a crack-
ing goal. Ricky Hili and
the hard-runming Breacker
created a chance, Bunn
cracked a powerful drive
and Bailey was much 1e-
lieved to see the ball hit
the top of the bar and go

into the crowd
United were getling
more men forward when

headed azainst
the Town bar a few
later, and the
Ireland inter-
national had a touch of
better luck when he op d

Whiteside

the scoring in the 5oth
minute,
Strachan and Albiston

a move from mid-
1d. Hughes darted down
to the

bv-line on the
Town's left a Dibble
committed himself to cut-

ting out the cross He
failed and was strande
Whiteside met the

and with a
through a crowded

area

scored

Five mi
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trated by
Donaghy
for 19 m

had
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