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LUTON TOWN
ASTON VILLA 0

1 Hatters new signing David
Preece celebrates his debut goal
against Villa.

2 Brian Stein puts Aston Villa’s
defender Gary Williams under
pressure during a first-half
build-up.

3 Frank Bunn's turn, to be brought
down on the edge of the box as
pressure builds up for Villa.

Pictures by Gareth Owen

I hope that this evening's game
will prove to be a first class
Christmas appetiser. Last season,
we met our visitors on a Sunday
afternoon, and we were pleased
with both the crowd and the
result. Circumstances have
changed, and we are not in that
apparently safe situation that we
appeared in last season around
this time. December was a good
month for us, but the tide turned
on the Christmas fixture with West
Ham United when we lost 1-0.

Now we have a different
challenge — last season, we could
not stay the pace, and we now
have to show much better form in
the second half of the season.  am
sure we can do it with everyone
giving the club full backing on and
off the field.

The players know the challenge
they face, only a tremendous effort
will be good enough. The last
thing that we have discussed at
the club is the chance of slipping
out — we all have a lot of pride

Over a period of time, I have seen
David many times, and when
Walsall gave the hint of a possible
deal. | wasted no time in arranging
a suitable package.

As you are aware, Steve Elliott
has gone to the Midlands club. He
plaved with all enthusiasm and
was a solid target man, but | felt
that he needed a little extra to
bridge the gap from Third to First
Division. Steve was a top class
man, and a real team player, but |
needed to alleviate the finances of
the deal and Alan Buckley the
Walsall manager was confident
that Steve was the centre forward
they needed. We wish Steve every
success.

One of the “most enjoyable
games | have seen recently was
the FA Youth Cup, with Tot-
tenham, at Kenilworth Road.
Although we lost 2-0, there were
some massive signs of promise.
Five of our boys will be able to play
in this competition both next
season and the following season. If
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and our determination to overturn
the results of the first half of the
season.

I would like to welcome David
Preece from Walsall, He is 21, and
loves playing football. His ambi-
tion should now be to make his
mark in the First Division.
Although only 5ft 4in he is a
tireless worker who can spray
balls around with accuracy. He
will give a much needed balance to
the situation and we will en-
courage him to ‘look for goals.
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they join the staff in the summer
and remain dedicated you can
understand my cause for op-
timism. These players have also
been the backbone of the South
East Counties’ side, which has
soared to within two points of the
top of the League with two games
in hand.

Finally, 1 would like to wish
everyone the most Happy
Christmas possible, and that you
have a 1985 of everything that you
wish vyourself. Luton Town's
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changes during the last few weeks
have meant that we can now look
forward with recharged batteries
to good times ahead.
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HONOURS
FA CUP FINALISTS 1958-59

CHAMPIONS — DIVISION 3(S) 1936-37
RUNNERS-UP — DIVISION 2 1954-55
CHAMPIONS — DIVISION 4 1967-68

RUNNERS-UP — DIVISION 3 1969-70
RUNNERS-UP — DIVISION 2 1973-74
CHAMPIONS — DIVISION 2 1981-82
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The following is a text of a let-
ter I have sent to our
shareholders and season ticket
holders.

The invitation to attend the
meeting is open to all sup-
porters provided they obtain
an admission ticket.

If you wish to attend please
apply to the club for your ticket
which will be distributed on a
first come first served basis.

TEXT OF LETTER FROM
DAVID EVANS — CHAIR-
MAN, LUTON TOWN FOOT-
BALL CLUB TO
SHAREHOLDERS AND
SEASON TICKET HOLDERS.

LUTON TOWN FC
THE REAL FUTURE

As Chairman of our club, | am
naturally concerned at the in-
creasing misunderstanding
(among some supporters) over
the current relocation situa-
tion.

The first loyalty of the club’s
Board and management has
always been, and will remain,
the security and success of
Luton Town Football Club.
Recently, however, we haveé
been accused of distancing

ourselves from supporters,
leaving you with a sense of
frustration.

This is not the case,
although I accept that on some
occasions we have not been
able to be as forthcoming with
news as we would have liked,
because of legal constraints.

We are now in a position to
put the record straight, and I
am writing to invite you to
meet myself and other ex-

ecutives for a discussion so we
can personally explain the
situation in detail.

Two such meetings will be
held at the club on the even-
ings of next Wednesday and
Friday (December 19 and 21).
They will commence at 6.30
for 7.00 pm with light
refreshments followed by a
presentation and open discus-
sion between club executives
and supporters.

Space means we must limit
numbers to 100 per meeting. If
you wish to attend, please
telephone or call at the club for
an admission ticket.

We all care deeply for our
club. I hope to be able to meet
you and discuss the future con-
structively together.

I would like to take this op-
portunity of inviting any con-
structive criticism, advice or
assistance for the future well-
being of the club. I hope you
are all enjoying vyour
Christmas and wish you all a
Happy and Prosperous New
Year and hope that in 1985 we
will see your club go from
strength to strength.
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DOUBLE GLAZING (SECONDARY AND SEALED UNITS) M
| INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR DECORATORS T e

92 Marsh Road, Luton, Bedtordshire LU3 2NL

For Domestic and Commercial enquiries contact Luton 573025/597505
Telephone: Luton (0582) 53025/597505

For 24 hour Emergency Service contact Dunstable 666665




1 A half volley shot by Frank Bunn under pressure just goes wide of Villa's near post.

2 Steve Foster's command in the air keeps Villa's keeper Nigel Spink on his toes.
The Villans 0 3 Villa close in for Hatters’ corner, keeping Brian Stein and Ricki Hill at bay.

4 David Moss congratulates David Preece’s first-half goal.

} Hatters 1
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QUALIFIED FOR EUROPE

We're very definite about our taste in beer American servicemen in local wartime ////4 //,//4/, ///(/// W We've been in EU"Opear“ competition for L?
around here. A clear light pint is what we look for; bases declared that BB, chilled, was the nearest seasons. Try a Falcon Holiday ﬂ'I_IS year and find
with a good, clean smack of malt and hops. taste to Stateside draught. Your Comprehensive Builders Merchants out why we're top of the Holiday League.

And there’s only one name that really It went down well when Syd Owen . 4 :
satisfies the local taste — BB. The Light beer first ruled the Hatters. ij direct from your local airport for your winter or

Depots at: kingsway LUTON 31199 summer holiday.

190 Campden Hill Road .. .
London W8 7TH Falcon

Telephone 01-221 6298

brewed in Luton during the darkest days of the
War by J. W. Green,

Only the finest hops and
good, ripe barley go into the making.
Then the brew is matured to

And it's been going down well ever since.
Because BB is brewed with a proper respect seaLe sTDUNSTABLE 603111

__for quality. To keep up the traditions we LeGHToN A0 LEIGHTON BUZZARD 373486

7 value round here. ):)
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exactly the right degree to give ) B N éi I\l.fwﬂ Home Improvement a.nd o
u a bright refreshing pin - | it =
et ol Ry WHITBREAD it Building Material Centres ¥ AD
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AT WALLSPAN

WE CARE

ABOUT

THE LITTLE THINGS

Terry Bailey, our new director demonstrated
just how much his company cares about the
little things, last Saturday when he presented
a Variety Club Sunshine coach to the children
of the Woolgrove School, Letchworth.

The coach, tied with a huge purple
Christmas bow and festooned with balloons
was, said Headmistress Hillary Richards:
‘The best Christmas present anyone could
ever receive.’
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Throughout the UK

For details of your nearest showroom phone Flitwick
factory showroom and head office 0525 716161.

EDITOR — Amongst our mail bag we receive many
supporters letters from all over the world. We
thought it may be of interest for you to see a selec-
tion. You will note we have printed them as receiv-
ed, despite their understanding of the English
language may not be 100 per cent but their feeling
for Luton comes clearly through. KEEP WRITING
. we love you to.

Dear Luton FC
I like British football the best and you are my favourite
soccer team in Britain. | like your style of football very
much. It is an attacking and thoroughly enjoyable kind
of football. My favourite Luton FC players are Brian
Stein and Mal Donaghy. I never miss a match when you
are featured on BBC TV or ‘Big League Soccer’. | saw
your match against QPR this season and the 3-2 victory
was superb. Every week | watch the highlights of the
week’s soccer in England on video at a hotel and there
are quite a few other Luton supporters. | would really
appreciate it if you could send me a match programme
in which Luton featured. I'd love it. Thank you very
much for your time, all the best for the rest of the
season.
Hugo de Klerk
Johannesburg, South Africa

Dear Sir

My name is Soanea Florin and I'm living in Baia-Mare,
Romania. I'm older admirer of your team. I'm following
passionately the matches of your eleven in champion-
ships. From five years when | have known the team
Luton Town. The temperate, accurate and combined
style that your eleven it's practising | like very much.
I'm sure that the leadership and the organization of the
club are excellent too, only thus | can explain the ex-
cellent results of your team. I'm writing you providing
all the team for my esteem and my trust in its reserves

and leadership of the club.
Your faithful supporter
Soanea Florin
Baia More, Romania

Club Luton Town
President Fan Club
My name Alan Borowiat. 1 am Polen, 1 live in
Sauzawmo — Zdroj. Me 11 years, | am competitor
amateur club ‘Zaglebie Walbrayoh’. For vears in-
terested England football and personally club Luton
Town. In my opinion England this very an interesting
cowntry. I'd like once to visit Club Luton Town, per-
sonally everything catch sight, 1 wish I could. I'd like
corespond with some dutch Luton fans. I should ap-
preciate an early reply.

Polen Luton Town — fans

Alan Borowiak

ANACHEM LTD
A1 HEATING (WHOLESALE & RETAIL) LTD
MR W. ASHBURNER

® BEARD & MANNING CATERING SERVICES LTD
® BEDFORD COMMERCIAL VEHICLES

@ BERVALE MEAD INSURANCE BROKERS LTD

® BERKELEY ASSOCIATES

@ BLAKEY ENGINEERING CO LTD

® BLUE ARROW SERVICES

® BRENGREEN HOLDINGS PLC

® BROAD STREET PRINT

@ CANVERMOOR PLC
® CLEANDUSTRIAL SERVICES LTD
® GARY CHAMBERLAIN WINDOW FASHIONS

® DUPONT (UK]) LTD

FILMERGRAPHIC ASSOCIATES LTD
FINE STAMPS LTD
N. S. FOOKES GROUP (PLANT FACILITIES) LTD

® BRIAN E. HANDSCOMBE (LIFE & PENSION BROKERS)
®E. W. HUDSON (HOLDINGS) LTD
® |VOR HOLMES LTD

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY LTD
® MARK JAMES (SALVAGE) LTD

® JOHN LAING CONSTRUCTION LTD
®RICHARD C. LARKINSON (CAMBRIDGEI LTD
® MR P. LAYCOCK

NEAHURST LTD
® OPELVALE GROUP

® MR & MRS PEARSON

® F. W. PEARCE BUILDERS LTD
® PETERS GRAVES & CO

® PILCOURT LTD

® DR & MRS G. L. PLESTER

® PRIORY FARM FOODS

® DAVID RAND & LTD

® RAVENMERE LTD

® RICHARDSON & BOTTOMS LTD

® RICHMOND ELECTRONICS (MARKYATE) LTD
® ROBINSON METAL (LUTON) LTD

® ROGERS RESIDENTIAL SALES

SHAW & KILBURN
SHOREYS TRAVEL

® TRITRADE LTD
®R. W. UNWIN & COLTD
® VAUXHALL MOTORS LTD

WALLSPAN BEDROOMS
WEBBEX LTD

MR J. W, WEBB

WHITE'S STATIONERS LTD

® YARNSFIELD LTD

THE FULL ADDRESSES AND SERVICES OF OUR
EXECUTIVE MEMBERS CAN BE OBTAINED THROUGH OUR
COMMERCIAL OFFICES — LUTON TOWN FOOTBALL CLUB




GREGORY PARROTT DANIEL TATE

MARTIN BLAKE

ALISON LANE

BEN CARR ROY DAVIES

A Merry Christmas to all Junior
Hatters and their families and a
special welcome to today’s
mascot Gregory Parrott and
escorts Daniel Tate, Alison Lane,
Martin Blake and Ben Carr.

It was great to see so many
Junior Hatters present at last
week’s Christmas Party, it was a
great night and | was very
grateful for the support given to
us by Steve Gurney joint
Managing Director of the Herald,
Louie Martin of Chiltern Radio
and my Chairman Mr David
Evans.

The players were very
disappointed at losing in the
sports forum and I'll be looking
to make some changes in my
team for our return match in the
meantime on behalf of Frank
Bunn, Brian Stein and Emeka
Nwajiobi | would like to
congratulate the Junior Hatter
team of Douglas Morrice, Darren
Butcher, Tracey Willmott and
Paul Quinn on their victory.
Finally an apology to Roy Davies
an escort at our Aston Villa
match due to an administration
error the incorrect photo was
inserted in the programme,
sorry! Roy and to make amends |
am including your photograph
today.
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The next time
you walk into
our commer-
cial offices at
Kenilworth
Road, chances
are that you
will be greeted
by Andrew
Brooks our
latest addition
to the Football Club staff.

Andrew has joined us as Junior
Administrator straight from Luton
Sixth Form College which he at-
tended for one year. He is a local
lad who enjoys playing football,
most sports and music. May we
take this opportunity in welcom-
ing Andrew to his new position
and wish him a long and suc-
cessful stay with the club.

HATTERS TRAVEL CLUB
On the 29th December we travel
to Anfield to play Liverpool. Three
days later we return to the same
city but this time to Goodison Park
to take on Everton. Coaches for
both these games will leave Maple
Road Car Park at 9.15 am and the
inclusive price for each respective
game is £6.50. Why not join our
Travel Club and forget driving and
parking problems, just sit back
and enjoy your trip. For member-
ship details phone Luton 412418.

. was to come after 12%2 minutes, when from

REFEREE

Eric Read

Executive Director.
Married with one
daughter. Commenc-
ed refereeing in 1962
' 4 progressing via
}! Wiltshire County and

™

Western Leagues.

Refereed several local
county finals, Football League
Cup semi-final, FA Vase and
Youth Cup semi-finals, Under-21
international and the Austrialia
State Invitation Cup Final. In-
terested in keep fit, photography,
travel, scuba diving and country
and western music. Also electric
and church organist, county
snooker and lawn green bowls
player.
Linesmen:
G. Butland and J. A. Masters

Our thanks to tonight’s Ball Spon-
sor Derclen Supplies Limited.
Derclen is a growing janitorial
supply company offering a regular
and prompt service to within a 30
mile radius of Harpenden.

Derclen supply a full range of
disposable paper and cleaning
materials to the industrial,
medical and catering markets.
The Managing Director is John
Tett who before establishing
Derclen over a period of six years
had previously worked at Bowater
Scott who are now the companies
largest supplier.

PLAYERS FOR THE FUTURE
Four youngsters joined Luton last
week on Associated Schoolboy
forms Dareen McLean from Bed-
lington High School, Newcastle,
Jason Bond from Grange Secon-
dary School, Aylesbury, Graham
Rhodes from The Onslow School,
Hatfield, and Julian James from
Tring School, Tring.

FORTHCOMING MATCHES
AT KENILWORTH ROAD

CANON LEAGUE
DIVISION ONE
v
COVENTRY CITY
26th December
Kick-off 11.30 am
Seats for this match are available
now from our Ticket Office priced
£5, £4, £3 (£2 for Juvenile and
Senior Citizens in the Main Stand
Enclosure) Postal Applications
must contain SAE. 24 hour Book-
ing Service accepted by Credit
Card (Access and Visa) on Luton
30748.

CLUB INFORMATION:

ﬁ OFFICE HOURS 9 am-5 pm
LUTON (0582) 411622

ADVERTISING & PROMOTIONS
RING — MIKE BEEVOR
PROJECTS & ADVERTISING
EXECUTIVE

LUTON (0582) 411622

'5‘ SOUVENIRS — TRAVEL —
JUNIOR HATTERS
LUTON (0582) 412418

ﬂ MATCH TICKETS & LOTTERY
ENQUIRIES
RING — JOHN GORNALL,
DEVELOPMENT EXECUTIVE
LUTON (0582) 30748

ﬁ BANQUETING & FUNCTION
FACILITIES
RING — CLIVE HUSTWITT,
CATERING MANAGER
LUTON (0582) 411526

ﬁ! MATCH ENQUIRIES
24-HOURS SERVICE
LUTON (0582) 33010
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Tuesday 27th November 1984
Football Combination
LUTON TOWN 4 PORTSMOUTH 2
The game started off badly for the Hatters
going a goal down inside a minute, after a
mix up between two defenders. Although
the Town had some good build-ups, worse

a free-kick Portsmouth scored their second
goal to go two up.

However facing an uphill task, Luton set
about it with a lot of spirit and determina-
tion, which finally paid off when they pulled
a goal back through David Oldfield.

Other chances were created but not taken and the first half finished
with the Town still a goal behind.

The second half began very poorly, and Luton found it very difficult to
build attacks because Portsmouth were pressurising and not allowing
any time to the player on the ball. Twenty-five minutes of the second
half had gone and Luton had hardly crossed the half-way line. Gradual-
ly the Town started to penetrate into Portsmouth's back-four, and under
a little threat from a good Town attack Pompey conceded a penalty.

JOHN MOORE

by repeating the hammering we gave
Spurs, this time against the League leaders
Oxford.

We went a goal up in 10 seconds when
Aaron Tighe threaded a brilliant through
pass for Gary Cobb to go and score. Oxford
equalised almost immediately, after a
blistering free-kick struck the post. Again
we took the lead when an Oxford clearance
off the line was volleyed back in by Marcus
Tuite further goals from Ricky McEvoy (2)
and Richaid Harvey, a header following a
corner, | t! us 5-1 up at half-time.

Praise for Oxford for fighting so hard
during the second half and actually achieving territorial advantage. But
every time we broke away we looked like scoring. Marcus Tuite made it
six following a very quick counter attack after an Oxford corner-kick
and later on Kingsley Black scored his first goal of the season. A well
deserved reward for his top class wing display.

Team: S. Mokler, M. Doughty, D. Berry, | Scott, R. Harvey, M. Tuite,
R. McEvoy, A Tighe, P. Lewis, G. Cobb, K. Black. Subs: M. Johnson,
Sean Farrell. Scorers: Cobb, Tuite 2, McEvoy 2, Harvey, Black.

.‘.-

DAVID COATES

The penalty struck by David Moss hit th t ¢
il y David Moss hitthe post and was:put awayfrom SOUTH EAST COUNTIES JUNIOR TABLE
Given a boost by that second goal, the Town then went on to score 2 P w B l‘ E A: Pls
= . A 1.  Oxford United 12 9 1 2 35 26 19
two more excellent goals and seal a victory which had rarely looked 9 NiniaaiToua 10 7 3 0 30 8 17
likely at the start of the second half. 3. Brentford 11 5 2 4 31 18 12
Team: Sealey, Johnson, Ellisdon, McEvoy, Thomas, North, Cobb, 4.  Tottenham Hotspur 11 5 2 4. 35 28 12
Stein, Oldfield, Daniel, Moss. Sub: Tuite. Scorers: Oldfield, Moss 2, 5.  Brighton 10 4 3 3 14 11 11
Stein M. 6.  West Ham United 10 5 1 4 22 21 11
7. Wimbledon 11 4 2 5 24 24 10
8. Reading 11 3 q 4 17 20 10
Saturday 1st December 1984 9.  Crystal Palace 9 q 1 g 150009 9
South East Counties League 10.  Swindon Town 11 2 3 6 T 22 7
LUTON TOWN 7 OXFORD UNITED 1 11.  Southend United 10 1 3 6 e -8 5
After two cancellations and a Cup fixture we returned to League duty 12.  Bristol Rovers 10 1 ! 8 10 24 3
I l a i
g ‘
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Proud to serve
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East of England. 4
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Albion could probably lay claim to the title of the First Divi-
sion’s yo-yo side over the first half of the season. The men
from the Hawthorns have zoomed up and down the table,
beating sides above them yet dropping points to teams they
might have expected to have done well against.

It has been a curious three and a half months for
manager Johnny Giles with the only consistent point about
West Bromwich’s form being their inconsistency!

It started on the opening day of the campaign when Al-
bion went down 3-1 to Queens Park Rangers at Loftus
Road. Yet two days later they beat Everton 2-1 at the
Hawthorns and then put four goals past Town to be third in
the table when the first League placings of the season were
published.

But then followed three successive draws and defeats at
Leicester and at home to Manchester United so that by the
end of September, Albion were only two points clear of the
bottom three.

More recently however, there have been signs of another
revival. A 5-2 win against Coventry at the end of last month
was followed by a useful 2-0 win at West Ham when the
team at last began to play with the fluency Giles has
demanded.

The Irishman who returned to the Hawthorns for his se-
cond spell as manager last February has an impressive
management team alongside him in Nobby Stiles and Nor-
man Hunter and his three main signings since the season
started brought tried and trusted players to the Hawthorns
who had played with and against Giles in Canada.

Striker David Cross and winger Carl Valentine were
members of the Vancouver Whitecaps side Giles managed
in North America while Irish full-back Jimmy Nicholl had
played in the NASL for Toronto.

Like his manager, Cross is back for a second stint at
West Bromwich and he quickly made his experience felt at
the Hawthorns, so much so that Albion were able to
release England striker Cyrille Regis to Coventry City.

Valentine, after early injury problems, has begun to set-
tle down in the First Division, his previous League ex-
perience being with Oldham Athletic, while Nicholl learn-
ed his trade at Manchester United and had a spell on loan
with Glasgow Rangers last season.

Apart from this trio of newcomers, Albion are pretty well
as they were last season although Tony Godden who
played 12 League games for Luton on loan here two
seasons ago, has reclaimed the number one position from

Back row (left to right): Michael Perry, Garry Thompson, Martyn Bennett, Paul Barron, Tony Godden, Ken McNaught, Barry Cowdrill,
Michael Forsyth, Gary Robson,
Centre row: Gary Leonard, Joe Tortolano, Clive Whitehead, Cyrille Regis, Steve Mackenzie, Nicky Cross. Wayne Ebanks, Michael Lewis.
Front row: Nobby Stiles (Coach), Alistair Robertson, Derek Statham, Gary Owen, John Giles (Manager), Steve Hunt, Tony Grealish, Tony Morley,

George Wright (Physiotherapist).

JOHNNY GILES

ex-Crystal Palace 'keeper Paul Barron.

Derek Statham partners Nicholl at full-back with Martyn
Bennett and Alistair Robertson in the centre of the defence
and a midfield usually made up of Steve Hunt, capped
twice by England last season, Eire cap Tony Grealish and
Steve MacKenzie, and England Under-21 cap who is now
beginning to fulfil the promise he showed in his early career
at Manchester City.

With Valentine operating in a wide position, the main
strike force comprises of Cross andi Gary Thompson, the
side’s top scorer this season with 14 goals in League and
Milk Cup games up to the start of this month.

Nicky Cross has worn the number 12 shirt fairly reqular-
ly in recent weeks and it's a sign of the strength of Albion’s
squad that there has been no room for experienced names
like centre-half Ken McNaught, former England winger
Tony Morley and striker Peter Eastoe. Morley and Eastoe
have both spent spells away from the Hawthorns on loan,
Morley rejoining his former Aston Villa boss Ron Saunders
at Birmingham and Eastoe after a spell with Walsall, at
Leicester where he also had a stint last season.

In the last few years Albion have tended to look like a
side more capable of doing well in the Cup than putting in a
sustained challenge for League honours and they fancied
their chances of a lengthy Milk Cup run this season after
putting out Wigan and then near neighbours Birmingham.

Their Wembley hopes ended with a heavy defeat at Wat-
ford in the fourth round though and one of Giles’ major
tasks at the Hawthorns is to find a consistent streak that
will sustain a challenge for a European place over the se-
cond half of the season.

For all your
Floral arrangements contact:

INBLOOM

(Suppliers to Kenilworth Suite)

76 Marsh Road, Luton
Telephone: 584244

B. DOHERTY
SKIPHIRE

34 MOUNT PLEASANT ROAD
LUTON
Telephone: 54633 and 54799

LUXURY
COACH HIRE
FOR FOREIGN &
UK EXECUTIVE
COACHES
COMPETITIVE RATES - FRIENDLY SERVICE - LOCAL BASED

28 Sheepfold Hill, Flitwick, Bedfordshire
Telephone: Flitwick 713289 Silsoe 60694

MARTIN SMITH MOTORS
USED COMMERCIAL VEHICLE SALES
REPAIRS - SERVICING - MOT TESTING

LEAGRAVE MARSH GARAGE
MOUNT PLEASANT ROAD
LEAGRAVE, LUTON
Telephone: Luton 574455 or 572806

Cleandustrial
Services Ltd

The Professional Approach to
Your Cleaning Problems

84 Aldermans Hill N13

Official Cleaning Contractors to
Luton Town FC
Telephone: 01-882 4626




By BRIAN SWAIN
Sports Editor, Luton News

A huge road map of Britain dominates the
wall of Ron Howard's office at Kenilworth
Road. And it shows Luton as its focal
point, with routes and mileages neatly
marked off to all four corners of the coun-

For 54-year-old football fanatic Ron
spends more than half his working life on the
road, going to and from all sorts of games in
the never-ending search for talent.

And the chief scout whose work is vital for
the future of Luton Town FC hardly ever sees
the team he supports. While the Hatters’
squad is preparing for another First Division
challenge, Ron will be anything up to 200
miles away, getting ready to watch players
vou have never heard of,

Ron's club Cavalier clocks around 40,000
miles a year taking him on his duties as chief
scout. And it's a lonely life, because after
years in the business he has come to the
conclusion that the job needs 100 per cent
concentration and single-mindedness.

‘It gets a little lonely at times. But | have
never ceased to be grateful for the way life
has worked out for me,’ he said. 'l can hardly
believe how lucky I am to be earning a living
in football.

His love of soccer led to him being a fair
player in senior amateur football, but a knee
injury ended his playing days in his early
twenties, and he took up coaching and
refereeing.

A Londoner, he was born to be a QPR sup-
porter, and gradually he became involved
with Rangers. Gratefully he threw in his lot
with Rangers when they offered him a full-
time scouting job, and he has been weighing
up players ever since.

He worked for seven managers at
Rangers, including Tommy Docherty, Alec
Stock and Dave Sexton. Then moved to
Cambridge where six vears of hard work in-
cluded the formation of a Youth policy to
bolster Cambridge’s assets.

David Pleat persuaded Ron to come to
Luton last summer, and the happy miles
have rolled by just about every day since.

Like a lot of men in football he admits that
he is blessed by an understanding wife. He
married Joan 32 years ago, and they cheer-
fully cope with the strains that football puts
on the marriages of those who get wrapped
up in the game.

*Quite often I leave home in the morning
without knowing where I'll be 12 hours
later,’ said Ron. *You have to be married to a
wife who expects the unbelievable and im-
possible to happen every day.’

He has lost track of the number of grounds
he has visited on trips that are a mixture of
business and pleasure. ‘They joke about
spending a wet night in Scunthorpe, but you
have plenty of those. You can be sent to sit in
comfort at Old Trafford one day, and then
stand on a rainy windswept terrace on a non-
League ground the next.’

Ask Ron to describe a typical week, and
he admits he doesn’t know where to start,
because during the season there’s no such
thing as the end of a week for him.

Last Monday, for instance, Ron drove to
Kenilworth Road from his home at Hatch
End to be behind a mound of paperwork on
his desk at 9.30. After a discussion with
David Pleat about teams and players he had
watched on Saturday and Sunday they
decided on the game he should watch that
night. It was 180 miles away, with a
contact’s tip-off to be followed up about a

player who might just be an exciting pro-
spect.

Three hours of driving took Ron to the
ground, and after watching the game —
carefully sitting on his own so that no friend
could upset his concentration — Ron got
back into the Cavalier for another three-
hour ride home. He was back at Hatch End
at about 1.30 am — and the player who was
the target will probably have to be watched
three or four more times before any realistic
judgement can be made.

‘That's an average sort of day for me,’ said
Ron. 'l did something similar — different
ground, different player — on Tuesday and
again on Wednesday.

*On Thursday | try to do a bit of paper-
work, and then I'm involved with the club’s
schools of excellence with young players.’
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Saturday's itinery takes in a schools or
vouth game in the morning, and another
matich in the afternoon. Sometimes it will be
to a First Division ground, to prepare an
assessment for David Pleat on opponents the
Hatters are due to meet. Sometimes it will
be to a local parks pitch, or to a Third or
Fourth Division club.

‘The only time | have seen our first team in
action this season was when we played at
Nottingham Forest on a Sunday. | enjoyed
that — most Sundays I'm busy watching at
least two games.

‘The real time we do our business in
scouting is over the tea and biscuits at half-
time.

And the time the scouts do their hard
thinking is during the long lonely hours on
the motorways of Britain.

TODAY'S MATCH SPONSOR

T.J. ALDRIDGE

56 Old Bedford Road, Luton, Beds LU2 7PA

Tel: Luton 424059 or 425053

24 HOUR ANSWERING SERVICE
FREE ESTIMATES

* ROOFING SPECIALISTS

* GENERAL BUILDING REPAIRS
* BRICKWORK

* PLUMBING & GAS FITTING

* PAINTING & DECORATING

* CARPENTRY

* ELECTRICAL

* PLASTERING

* EXTENSIONS &
ALTERATIONS

FOR THE COMPLETE BUILDING SERVICE

ANACHEM
WISH
PLAYERS
STAFF
AND
SUPPORTERS
OF
LUTON TOWN
A
MERRY
CHRISTMAS

ANACHEM LIMITED
Anachem House

i l 20 Charles Street

Luton

Beds

Tel: Luton 456666
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MASTERMIND
Our picture above captures the tense atmosphere present
at the end of one of the rounds of the Sports Forum bet-
ween a team of Junior Hatters and our own Players team at
the recent Junior Hatters Christmas Party. The two teams
confer, the audience look on whilst in the background
Steve Gurney, managing director of the Herald compiles
the score card. See page 10 for a more detailed report of
the evening in Ricky Hill’s Junior Hatters column.

MATCH SPONSOR

Tonight we have pleasure in welcoming as joint match
sponsors T. J. Aldridge Ltd. Aldridge based in Luton, were
formed in 1965 by their managing director John Aldridge
and at the outset were concerned mainly with general
building and roofing. In the 19 years since its formation the
company has expanded to offer a complete building service
including industrial and domestic repairs, plumbing, pain-
ting and decorating, carpeting and electrical work.

In addition Aldridge’s have expanded and are owners of
sister company H. Daniels (Builders) Ltd which is run by
George Roberts.

The Aldridge’s family are ardent Town fans and John
Aldridge and his son Robin supports the team at home and
away matches.

We thank Aldridge's for their support and hope that they
and their guests enjoy the match.

Whilst T. J. Aldridge are a new name to add to the long

list of advertisers and sponsors of Luton Town Football
Club in contrast our other sponsor tonight Anachem Ltd
are enjoving their third sponsorship already this season.
Anachem’s managing director Gerry Atkinson is a firm
believer in using football as a platform to market his com-
pany and recognises the benefits of entertaining his com-
pany’'s important clients in the unique and intimate way
that sponsorship offers. Pictured above with Mal Donaghy
is Edward Tarelli junior son of Ted Tarelli scientist from
National Institute for Biological Standards who were
guests of Anachem earlier this season.

MAN OF THE MATCH

When our match sponsors W. H. Allsops guests came to
picking their Man of the Match award on Saturday against
Villa. It came as no surprise to learn they picked out new
Town signing from Walsall, David Preece — David was
over the moon. With the tension and nervousness of play-
ing your first match for your new club behind you plus a
debut goal, what better way to celebrate then with a bottle
of ch[;ampagne. Our welcome and congratulations to you
David.

managing director Stewart Allsop presenting David his
champagne.

LUTON SCHOOLS
Luton Schools played their fifth round tie against Liverpool

schools on Tuesday evening at Kenilworth Road, in the
English schools FA Gillette Trophy. Three hundred sup-
porters saw Luton schools loose 1-0 from a simple tap in
the first-half against a fine Liverpool schools side. Luton
came very strong in the second-half but were unable to get
that elusive goal. Luton schools must be congratulated for
getting so far in this prestidgious national competition
beating Mid-Herts schools 3-1 second round Bedford
schools in the third round and Worksop/Retford in the
fourth round. Well done lads — entertaining football at
grass root level.

STRIKING PURCHASE
On 12th December we agreed a figure with Birmingham
City for the transfer of their player Mick Harford. The deal
was completed after competition from several First Divi-
sion clubs and Harford’s ambition to return to the top flight
has been satisfied. In the summer a £300,000 deal which
would have taken the player to QPR fell through.

25-year-old Mick is a strong front player who has excep-
tional aerial ability and controls and passes the ball with
accuracy. We wish him every success. If he continues
working on his strengths we have no doubts he could
become an England contender.

Good luck Mick.

UNRIVALLED FOOTBALL COVERAGE

EXCLUSIVE COLUMN HATTERS REPORTS LOCAL LEAGUES
by by by
DAVID PLEAT BRIAN SWAIN ERIC NORRIS

LUTON TOWN PICTURES BY MARK RICHARDS

IN THE

LUTON NE

THURSDAY 14p
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125 GOALS IN
90 MINUTES!

(and a few near misses!)

Re-live the exciting highlights of the
1983/4 Canon League with Thames
Video's “The Race for the Championship"

Presented by ITV's soccer supremo
Brian Moore, this 90 minute video is
packed with action.

It features all the exciting 4.
promotion and relegation \ ; ’\Y{
struggles with 125 great goals " i
—from six yard scrambles to ~ “wde g
thirty yard pile drivers.

It was the season that Kevin Keegan
hung up his boots, Southampton and
Leicester took on the British weather,
whilst Bruce Grobbelaar was taking on
the whole of Birmingham City.

This outstanding year was
highlighted by an unforgettable end-of-
season tussle between Liverpool and
Manchester United right up to the final
whistle. A fitting finale for the most
prestigious competition in club football
the world over.

And it's captured here for you to
watch —goal, after goal, after goal.....

At £17.50 (inc post and packing) it
really is something to cheer about!

* Ccanon To place your order

@ fill in the coupon
<=

-“Iﬂ"'

below.

WHERE ARE
THES NOW

TONY
READ

One of the most popular
players at Kenilworth
Road for many years, Tony
first signed amateur forms
for Wolverhampton
Wanderers but later decid-
ed to join Sheffield
Wednesday in January
1960.

He didn’t make the first
team at Hillsborough and §
when Peterborough United [+
offered him terms in May
1964 he decided that this might be the move that would
give him a chance to break into League football but he
only made two appearances for them.

In Marh 1965 Luton signed him and from that date he
did not look back. In the eight years at the club he made
195 appearances. Not all these appearances were bet-
ween the posts because he had a run at centre forward
when the Town forwards were becoming goal shy. He
scored 12 goals from that position and his bustling style
used to unnerve the opposition.

Tony still plays the occasional game turning out for the
ex-Luton XI, who have raised hundreds of pounds for
charity. He was mine-host of The Bell at Greenfield for
many vears but now he is working for the Legal &
General Insurance. He was also well known in the Town
as a motor-trader. Can be seen at Kenilworth Road every
week as he is a member of our Century Club and also a
member of the Hospital Broadcasting Scheme doing
commentaries on the game to local hospitals.

LD ERNIATEST

EXTRA AGENTS ARE
ALWAYS NEEDED TO
SELL OUR ATTRACTIVE
LOTTERY TICKETS,
BESIDES OUR GENEROUS
COMMISSION WHICH IS
PAID, THERE ARE OTHER
BENEFITS TO BE GAINED
SUCH AS FREE ADMISSION
TO ALL OUR HOME LEAGUE
GAMES BASED ON A
REASONABLE WEEKLY
SALE FIGURE. WE HAVE

A SELECTION OF LOTTERY
TICKETS AVAILABLE FOR
SALE AND ARE CHANGING
DESIGNS AND IDEAS
FREQUENTLY TO KEEP
THE PUBLIC INTERESTED.
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO BE
PART OF OUR TEAM RING
ME JOHN GORNALL ON
LUTON 30748 OR CALL
INTO OUR COMMERCIAL
OFFICE IN KENILWORTH
ROAD.
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FIRST TEAM RESULTS 1984-85 RES

* ATTENDANCES - APPEARANCES - GOALSCORERS

V Opposition FA At 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 1 12
Aug 25 H Stoke City 20 8626 — Dibble Thomas Grimes Breacker North S Donaghy Hill Stein B Elliott S Bunn! Moss Turner
Aug 28 A Ipswich Town 1-1 1531 Dibble Thomas Grimes Breacker North S Donaghy Hill Stein B Elliott S Bunn + Moss' Nwajiobi
Sept 1 A West Bromwich Albion 04 11,720 10 Dibble Thomas Grimes Breacker + North S Donaghy Hill Stein B Elliott S Bunn Moss Nwajiobi
Sept 4 H Liverpool 1-2 14,127 13 ’ Dibble Thomas Grnimes Breacker Elliott P Don.aglwlI Hill Stein B Elliott S + Turner Moss Nwajiobi
CANON LEAGUE DIVISION ONE 84-85 Sept 8 H Southampton 1-1 8657 17 ] Dibble Thomas Grimes Parker Elliott P Donaghy Hill Stein B Nwajiobi Tumer + Moss! Bunn
A Away Sept 16 A Nottingham Forest 1-3 18,6056 19 Dibble Thomas Grimes Turner + Elliott P Donaghy Hill Stein B Nwajiobi Bunn Moss' Parker
PWDULFAWDLTF AP Sept 22 H Chelsea 0-0 16,066 19 Dibble Thomas Grimes Turner Elliott P Donaghy. Hill Stein B Nwajiobi Bunn Moss Parker
Date  Opposition F A Evermn :g g 3 1 gg 'g g ." i 1: 3; 37 Sept 25 A Orient (MC2 1L) 41 4500 Dibble Thomas Grimes Turner Elliott P Donaghy! Hill Stein? Bunn Hilaire Nwajiobi +  Parker!
ottenham 1 36 3 3 -
Aug 25 Swansea 7-2 Manchester United 19 7 3 025 6 3 2 4 13 18 35 Sept 29 A Tottenham Hotspur 24 30204 — Dibble Thomas Grimes Turner Elliott P Donaghy Hill Stein Bunn! + Hilaire Moss! Parker
Sept 1 Tottenham 0-3 Arsenal 19 8 2 023 6 3 0 6 15 19 35 Oct 6 A Queens Park Rangers 32 12,0561 19 # Dibble Thomas Grimes Turner Elliott P Donaghy Hill Stein! Elliott S/ Parker Moss Hilaire
Sept 5 Birmingham 4-1 Southampton 19 6 2 110 5§ 2 5 313 143 Oct 9 H Orient (MC22L) 31 33714 - Dibble Thomas Grimes Turner Elliott P+ Donaghy Hill Stein! Elliott ST Bunn' Moss Hilaire
Sept 11 Brighton 0-4 Chelsea 19 771 224 9 0 & 3 7 1128 R : | . : :
e t ¥ H ffield Wed d 1-2 10,285 19 Dibble Th Turner Bunn Elliott P 8] h Hill 1l .
Tt 18 Southampion — Sheffield Wednesday 18 5 3 12011 2 4 4 9 10 28 Oc 3 Sheffield Wednesday i omas Tur onaghy i Stein El {utl S ; Hdaira2 Moss Parker
PSapl 37 Oxiord 2°0 Liverpool 19 3 4 211 7 4 3 3131228 Oct 20 H Watford 32 10,192 19 Findlay Thomas urner Parker Elliott P Donaghy Hill Stein Elliott S Bunn Hilaire Breacker
Sept 29 Charlton 9.1 WBA 19 6 2 122 9 2 2 6101928 Oct 27 A Sunderland 0-3 19,280 20 * Findlay Thomas Turmer Parker + Elliott P Donaghy Hill Stein Elliott S Bunn Hilaire Breacker
Oct 2 Chelsea 1-2 Norwich City 19 6 3 018 8 1 3 6 951827 Oct 30 H Leicester City (MC3) *3-1 B015 — Dibble Breacker Tumer Todd Elliott P+ Donﬂgth Hill Stein Elliott S Bunn Moss' Parker
Oct 6 Norwich 4-4 Nottingham Forest 196 1 21811 2 2 6112022 Nov 3 H Newcastle United 2-2 10,009 20 Dibble Breacker Turner Todd Narth § Donaghy Hill Stein! Elliott S Parker! Daniel + Hilaire
Oct 0 QPR 2.2 West Ham United 9 583 212 8.2 3 4 11 192
TR 5= Sunderland 19 6 2 116 9 1 3 6 11 17 26 Nov 10 A Norwich City 0-3 1439% 20 Dibble Breacker Turner Todd North § Donaghy Hill Stein Bunn Parker Moss + Nwajiobi
n = s
02! 27 F:Iah;r: 3-1 iavearioLinited 1993 21711 1 4 41624325 Nov 17 A Manchester United 02 42776 N Dibble + Breacker Turner North S Droy Donaghy Hill Stein Elliott S Bunn Hilaire Parker
Nov 10 Bristol Ravers 1 -1 !(.jt:;esler Gty :g g i ? fg }g é i g WS gg §§ Nov 20 A Shelfield Wed. IMC4) 24 18313 — Findlay Breacker Tumer + North S Droy Donaghy Hill Stein Elliott S Bunn Hilaire Parker
Nov 17 Ipswich 1-0 Watford 19 3 3 42120 2 3 4 16 18 2 Nov 24 H West Ham United 22 10,789 21 Findlay Breacker Donaghy Turner Droy + North S Hill Stein! Elliott S Bunn Nwaijiobi ! Parker
Nov 24 Watford =<4 Astan Villa 19 4 4 21312 1+ 2 6 82 A Dec 1 A Arsenal 1-3 26,366 21 Sealey Breacker Thomas Turner Foster Donaghy Hill Stein! Elliott S Bunn + Parker Nwajiobi
EUV 2; C\;""s:‘"mh ; Z :I! Ipswich Town 9 3 4 31313 1 3 5 6 g 19 Dec 8 H Aston Villa 10 7,606 21 ~ Sealey Breacker Turner Parker Foster Donaghy Hill Stein Bunn Preece! Maoss Nwajiobi
ec est Ham Coventry City 19 4 3 3101 1 1 7 9 L 2 ¥ = 2 g ) |
Dec 15 Arsenal 0 taton Taven 19 3 4 21311 1 2 710 27 18 Dec 15 A Leicester City 22 10476 22 Sealey Breacker Tumer Parker + Foster Donaghy Hill Stein Harford Preece Moss Thomas
Dec 19 Millwall Stoke City 19 1 2 6121 0 3 7 322 8 Dec 18 H West Bromwich Albion
Dec 28 Crystal Palace Dec 26 H Coventry City 0 A APD 98485 o A APPSR RA.R
Jan 12 Tottenham Dec 29 A Liverpool S p
jan :.‘g: :\.Mar-lsa: FOOTBALL COMBINATION 1984-85 Jan 1 A Everion Ladgiie cups_ || A, G
=L TTNgnsm P W D L F A Pis Jan 5 H Stoke City (FAC3) App  Gls  App Gfs Berry T
Jan 22 Brighton Watford 19 13 3 3 49 27 29 - R - Breacker 1101} 2 - H Bunn 3 i
Feb 2 Southampton Queens Park Rangers 18 11 4 3 51 24 26 Han ottingham; Torest Bunn 1am 5 4 " Breacher 8
E i Daniel 1 - - Cabb 1ma2> 3
Feb 9 Oxford Tottenham Hotspur 1B 12 2 4 64 38 26 Jan 18 A Stoke City Dibble 13 . 3 » Daniel 14 5
Feb 12 Charlton Luton Town 17 10 2 5 50 32 22 Jan 26 (FAC 4) Donaghy 19 1 4 2 e Doughty 3 =
A | 17 9 4 4 43 6 22 = =T Elliott P. 1 -
e e e = ey 7 8 4 4 40 3| 2 EeDS < L Tottanh it gteput Bowe & 1 3 - Blomhs., - 4 T2
ul .vs a Chelsea 14 9 3 2 27 15 21 Feb 9 A Southampton Elliott S 12 3 3 Ellisdon 1601 —
Feb 27 Bristol Rovers x BT Findlay 9 -
Brighton 15 8 4 3 3 18 20 Feb 16 H Norwich City (FAC &I Findlay 3 1 = M Grimes o=
Mar_ 5 Fulham Ipswich Town 177 & 2 & 2% 18 2 Foster 3 - = - H Hatvey w
Mar 9 Reading West Ham United 9 6 5 8 30 21 17 Feb 28 A Newcastle Linited Grimes 9 = 2 = Hilaire 7
Mar 16 QPR Oxford United 19 ] 5 8 29 38 17 Mar 2 H Sunderland :al\rimd ;l” 1 *1“) = I Johnson 5
3 ilaire = = McAlisti =
Mar_20 Norwich all :g 3 ; ? gg 5? :g Mar @ A Watford (FAC 6) Hill 19 - 4 I MeEiny 1 =
Mar 26 West Ham orwich City Moss 13 4 2 1 H
Reading 16 6 0 10 25 40 12 Mar 16 A Sheffield Wednesday Moaore "y -
Mar 30 Portsmouth N North S 7 1 — Moss 4 3
April 13 Watford Charlton A(hle:lc 15 5 F 8 2 41 12 Mar 23 H Queens Park Rangers Nwajiobi  4(5) 1 1 § North M. 18 2
e ST Swansea City 43 5 6 19 30 11 War 30 W Tpswich Town Parker 9 1 3 1M NorthS. 12—
D’! W”‘f on Crystal Palace 17 4 3 10 20 38 1" : Preece 2 1 — - Nwajiobi 1 16
April 23 Ipswich Swindon Town 15 4 2 9 15 34 10 Aprii 6 A Coventry City Sealey 3 : = =~ Oldfield 15(1) 6
April 27 Millwall Portsmouth 15 2 [} 8 15 24 g Apri @ H Everton SteinB. 19 5 4 3 ;Bﬂ(ef 5 3
Fulham 13 3 2 8 14 19 8 Thomas 13(1) — 2 — L ealey 5 =
Miny ilillfiree B oot s 2 2 3 7 13 2. 7 April 13 A Chelsea (FAC SF) Todd 2 - 1 = SeinM. 18 10
TBA Swindon D . . T 16 4 B Thomas 5 -
Bristol Rovers 18 2 2 14 24 59 6 April 20 H Manchester United Ol\::mcal i _'I Todd 2
Up to and including Saturday 8th December 1984 April 27 A West Ham United o u Tuite 2(n
Figures in brackets denates substitute Turner 1
May 4 H Arsenal
O . U s H 384-85 May & A Asion Villa
Date Opposition F A | Date Opposition F A | Date Oppaosition F A May 11 H Leicester City
U . » .
Aug_ 25 Swindon 0.0 Oct 20 Wimbledon  4-2 | Jan 5 Brighton f Tonight’s Matchball is sponsored by:
Sept 8 West Ham 3-1| Nov 3 Tottenham 7-1|Jan 12 Bristol Rovers
Sept 15 Brentford 3.2 | Nov 10 Brighton (LCR2) 3 -5 | Jan 19 Crystal Palace 1 DERCLEN SUl PL[ES LTD
Sept 22 Brighton 0-0 | Nov 17 Reading P | Jan 26 Wimbledon t b SOUTHDOWN INDUSTRIAL ESTATE
Sept 29 Reading (LC1) 4-1 | Nov 24 Southend P Feb 19 Tottenham * :
Oct 6 Bristol Rovers  2-0 | Dec 1 Oxford 7-1 | Feb 16 Reading q ,g’ SOUTHDOWN ROAD, HARPENDEN, HERTS.
Oct 13 Crystal Palace 2.2 | Dec 8 Swindon 2.0 | Feb 23 Southend B Telephone: Harpenden 68112
Oct 19 Tottenham 3-6 | Dec 22 West Ham Mar 2 Oxford S
(SJFC) Dec 29 Brentford
Al statistics up to and including Saturday 15th December 1984 () Copyright of The Canon League MC = Milk Cup FAC = FA Cup + Indicated Player Substituted Home fixtures in bold Scorers name in bold Fig 1 Indicates goals scored *0Own Goal
® r ®
‘ ‘
-
e ), (e (R Sy
e -3 T A SR = T
e \{ ~ . -V




Vauxhall Teamcheck

LUTON TOWN WB
LES SEALEY| 1 | TONY GODDEN
TIM BREACKER| 2 | JIMMY NICHOLL
WAYNE TURNER| 3 | DEREK STATHAM
GARY PARKER| 4 | STEVE HUNT
STEVE FOSTER| 5 | MARTYN BENNETT
MAL DONAGHY| 6 | ALLY ROBERTSON
RICKY HILL| 7 | TONY GREALISH
BRIAN STEIN| 8 | GARRY THOMPSON
MICK HARFORD | 9 | STEVE MacKENZIE
DAVID PREECE | 10 | NICKY CROSS

DAVID MOSS
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CARL VALENTINE

THE ROVERS’ TEAM COACH.

THE NEW VAIIXHALL ASTRA ESTATE. EXEIe

Remember, we got here first.

Referee: E. A. READ Linesmen: G. BUTLAND (Red Flag) J. A. MASTERS (Yellow Flag)
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