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® DOUBLE UP: Steve Fos-
ter backs Mick Harford in
an aerial duel with Stoke’s

Brendan O'Callaghan  and
Paul Pyson.

Team go
in hope

THE Town set off for Stoke
vesterday  net knowing f
there would be‘a match at
the end- of the -150-mile
trip. A local Stoke ref de-
cided  yesterday = morning
that the pitch was plavable
for .the " replay, so the
Town's team bus made the
journey:

Another . inspection, by
match referce  Darryl
Reeves, was fixed for 4 nm
for him to have the last
word. -

If the game was plaved, a
full report and action pic-
nires  will be in today’s
Luton Leader. If postpone-
ment was npecessary, rhe
new date is Monday (7.30),
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Match Details

LUTON TOWN 1 STOKE CITY 1
HALF-TIME: 0-0

TOWN: Secaley; Breacker,. Foster, Donaghy, Hilk,

Thomas;

Turner Danicl; Stein, Harford, Moss (Nwajiobi, 74
minutes)

STOKF: Roberts; Bould, O’Calloghan  (Saunders, 77
minutes), Dyvson, Maskeryvy Parkin, Meliroy, Hudson,
Chambecrlain; -‘Painter, Bertschin

THE GOALS; Jan Painter on the break for Stoke, 78

minutes; Steve Foster; left foot close range drive for the
Town, 86 minutcs

OTHER STRIKES:
bar. Stoke
Town

REFEREE: Darryl Reeves, Uxbridge — got too close to the
action at times, and was not helped by a linesman who
had difficulty secing ofiside,

ATTENDANCE: 7,270._ lower th!] for any First Division
gate at Kepilworth Road this season, although it was a
bitterly cold day and Stoke brought only a couple of
hundred

ENTERTAINMENT: In very short supply on an icy pitch
that was too much for both teams. But the Town should
have won by a strect in view of the pressure they exerted

Fowm six saved, seven wide, one hit the
four saved, three wide, Corners: 6-3 to the

PORTETINOTORING 3
STOKE’S HIT-AND-RUN
NEARLY WINS

Report by Brian Swain
Pictures: Mark Richards
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MANAGER David Pleat was away from Kenilworth
Road looking for players as Luton Town came within
four minutes of cup-tie humiliation. Stoke City, the
only club below the Town in the league table, were
denied a smash-and-grab victory by an 86th-minute
equaliser by skipper Steve Foster.

The Town deserved the
draw, but Stoke went
home knowing they could
easily have won at the
first attempt to earn a
home tie with Wolves or of
Huddersfield in the fourth
round. The two Second
Division clubs will replay
at Huddersfield on Mon-
day after a I-1 draw at
Molineux.

Stoke defended doggedly,
counter-attacked effectively,
and eventually frustrared the

the surface had a little
give in them  at Kick-off
time, but others were bone
hard.

The Town left even their
best friends bemused by the
strange mixture of their per-
formance, Ricky Hill and
Brian Stein threatened to
tear Stoke apart with some
of their approach work. But

Town with a fiehting per-- a5 the minutes” ticked away
formance that must haye  there seemed to be a grow-
been a tonic for absent !N& lack of conviction
manager Bill Asprey, who through the team, and with-
had been ordered complete  2ul Les = Sealey's efforts

Stoke could eastly have won

They eventually made de-
fending  look easy, despite
having central defender
Brendan O'Callaghan © car-
ried off on a stretcher with

rest to overcome L‘thl_l.'&[lﬂ!]

A - difficult frosty pitch
helped make the game farci-
cal at times, with bo
teams strugzling to find 1t
right footwear Somea

parts

® SUB ATTACKS: Meka Nwajiobi lets fly from the

13 minutes to go, and while
1t was sull 0-0.

He collided heavily with
Mick Harford and received
severe concussion in a hard
landing

O'Callaghan and Paul Dv-
son_did a marvellous job in
helping to protect 17-vear-
old goalk'eeper Stuart
Roberts, and . despite exert-
ing a lot of pressure the
Fown rarely troubled the in-
experienced apprentice

Both sides lost possession
too easily to make it much
of a spectacle, and a sobep-
ing thought is that unless
Mr Pleat does find new
talent the cup-iie looked like
a meeting  between two
teams heading for relegation.

Both teams  had  players
who, for all their effort and
genuine endeayour, Wwere d
notch below the class
needed to make any_sort of
impact in the First Division.

The Town looked the
more capable so far as build-
ing up movements was con-
cerned, but basic steadiness
in defence and a hittle luck
kept the visitors in the game
when t hey ought to-have
been swamped.

BEST MOVE

The best move of the game
came just before :half-time,
when the Town were .ul.uk.-
ing the softer. Kenilworthn
Road end. Tim Breacker, the
discovery of the season,
combined with - Hill and
Brian Stein in_a flowing
passing combination which
took the ball from defence
to attack, and ended with

Stein  shooting  just . wide
from the edge of the box,

Mick Harford and Dawvid
Moss also went  close, and
in the second -half Dyson

hacked a shot by Stein off
the line after Stein  had
wriggled down the right and
beaten the goalkeeper with
a cross-shot,

Harford was unlucky with
a header which hit the top
of the bar after more good
work by Hill and Stein.

Worse, with the Tawn
always looking to push for-
ward, they. ~were caught
square on the break several
nmes ITan' Painter, who
scored Stoke's winner late
last season—the last time
they managed an away win—
got clear .three times and
was foiled by Sealey. The
fourth time,  in the 78th
minute, with the goalkeeper
given no cover ag all,; Pajnter

edge of the penalty area after replacing David Moss.
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found the target with a low
drive

Sammy  Mcllroy  should
have done the same but
after Sealey had fallen over
the veteran midfielder took
oo long and Sealey re-
covered to save his team
again

I'he Town's midfield, with
David Preece cup-tied and
replaced by Ray Daniel
rarely looked well balanced
and while Mcllroy and Alan
Hudson are not the plavers
they used to be, thev had
the commaon sense to play
the simple ball every time

Hudson and Painter had
been recalled after injun
absences because stand-in
manager Tony Lacev figured
that Hudson's accurate pass-
ing and Painter’s speed off
the mark could open up the
Town defence

He was night, and it was
embarrassing for Town ears
when Mr Lacey and Painter
agreed that before the game
they would have been con-
téent to accept & draw, but
on the dav they felt dis-
ippointed becausg they
hada’t won,

LIFE SAVER

Meka Nwajiobi was put on
2 few minutes be

scored, and a
a couple of

e target,

why

myst

: down the
insidé Jeft char and evad-
ing four defenders as he did
so, Nwajiobi's shot from™ his
cross < was .. blogked. _but
Foster- met the tebound with
his left foot to |
second goal in the last five
games

g
nel

as Steve Foster celebrates his late equaliser and
7) greets it with despair

score his Contrasting reach

Stoke's Steve Parkin (No




