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gap B
is narrowed

THE draw against Spurs made Luton Town the only
one of the four bottom teams to pick up a point this
week. They are still in 21st place, but kave narrowed
the gap to four peints from the safety line. R

urvival

Goal difference keeps them below 20th-placed Ipswich
—the Town’s figure is minus 16 and Ipswich's minus. 13.
Coventry can be overhauled—Ilpswich and the Town both
have two games in hand of the Sky Blués, are three points
adrift. and have better goal difference figures than Coventry.

Coventry were beaten 2-1 at Arsenal, their tenth away
defeat of the season, an unhappy statistic matched only by
bottom club Stoke, who also lost away for the tenth time,
at Sunderlabd i

Aston Villa beat lpsu"iéh".’-l at Villa Park, and Ipswich
have now lost five of their last six leagug “semas, despite
reaching the sixth round of the Milk Cup and the fiith reund
of the FA Cup. ; " :

Newcastle, apparcnitly safe in mid-table until November,
have mow dropped mto the o e
bottom five for the first time
following a 1-1 draw at West
Ham. X

LR .~
Ko i,

Sunderland are level on
points with their local rivals,
although their 1-0 home vic-
torv over Stoke ended a run
of five consecutive’ league
defeats.

Ar the top of the -table
Everton widzned their ad-
vantage over Spurs-by crush-
ing Watford 4-0 at Gooedison
Park.

Nicholas, Preece
Stein,

TOTTENHAM;: Clemence;

Galvin; Crooks, Falco.
Southampton, who enter- THS SQAlS:
tain’ the Town en Sarurday,
had a similarly satisfying
result when they Fammered
QPR ai Loitus PRoad, the
third defeat of the season for
the Rangers on their plastic

Brian Stein,

LUTON TOWN 2 SPURS 2
HALF-TIME: 0-0

TOWN: Sealey; Breacker, Foster, Donaghy, ihomas; Hill,
(Daniel,

ON A DAY destined for
happy celebration, league
football at Kenilworth
Road served up an enter-
tainment feast for the
biggest crowd the ground
has housed for twao years.

With supporters back in
good heart following the
Milton Keynes decision, their
only  gripe was that the
heart-stopping last six min-
utes, in which .three goals
were scored, could have been
rendered irrelevant if the
town had made their earlier
superiority count.

Title  contenders  Spurs
were more than glad to steal
a point from a fast-moving
encounter in  which ‘they
were second best by a long
way for the first 75 minutes

76 min); Nwajiobi, Harford,

Stevens, Roberts, Pcrryman,

Hughton; Chiedozie (Hazard 63 min), Hoddle, Mabbutt,

48 minutes; Mark Falco for

Spurs, 84 minutes; Mecka Nwajiobi for the Town, 87 min-
utes; Graham Roberts for Spurs, 89 minutes.

OTHER STRIKES: Town six saved, seven off target, one
disallowed for dubious offside, and one hit the bar; Spurs
four saved, four wide. Corners: 6-2 to Spurs.

rule. Mick

Nicholas,

pitch. ATTENDANCE: 17,511—the Town's best since Liverpool's
: visit two years ago. Was it coincidence that news had just
~ = » o “ A 1 {p AQ . ™ 2y . N o i
The First Division table: !Lfl!xi.d out_ih-lt the Mmrun Keynes scheme was dead?
PWDLFEABP REFEREE: Neil Midgley, Salford—had a few problems with
Everton 516 4 55728 a linesman who struggled with the offside
Spurs : 146 S5 27 Harford hardly looked to be interfering with play when he
i‘,’:“,,.”," gg i 748 30 83 was given offside as Brian Stein went through and netted
Sa'ten %12 T :::z’:f in the fourth minute. But Spurs were sure other offsides
I.Mr Vlc‘d [ Y 585 were not given when they should have been.
verpog e 510 . FIRT
- -F-nsr-*!l‘lz'} ’:3‘:3{: BOOKING: Glenn Hoddle for a foul on Peter
Chetsen 25 910 641 %57 probably caused by frustration at being unable to match
= .18 610 31 35 3% Nicholas and Ricky Hill in midfield.
W Brom 2% 10 51137383 ¥
. :’:": z‘i 371 yxnu HIGHSPOTS: The old happy atmosphere reappeared as if
QPR Hrie by magic, and it didn’t, aiter all, sound like a Spurs home
:-'ﬂ;ﬂl:' 35 8 b1l %3 game despite their huge following. Nicholas's superb debut
atfor M T ; a ;
i et 25 s e o ) ll'nrl‘u_r:?am:c .u.ldm_d to the day's ple asure, 7y
::‘;‘:l‘“' 23 T UMD ENTERTAINMENT: A cracking match with a sting in the
kg &1 s tail, with the shine slightly blemished by thoughts that
Luton Tewn M5 TUNBD the Town should have had the points wrapped up before
Stake B2 R

the hectic last six minutes when Spurs equalised twice.

Their expensive talent was
outgunned in -midheld, - and
there was no sign of the gap
that divides the teams in
the league table.”

The failure to complete
victory was a blow for Town
supporters, but with a feel-
ing that the club .i1s now
poised to win back the back-
ing and affection it once re-
jected, external hope and
optimism. was the order of
the day

And Spurs manager Peter
Shreeves 1s convinced the
team that so nearly slaught-
ered his title pretenders is
too good to deserve relega-
tion

He called it one of Spurs’
least memorable performan-
ces. *Luton took the game'to
us and for a long time we
weren't in it I'm glad we
salvaged a point,” he said.

Town boss David Pleat
took most delight from the
general team-work and from
a superb performance by
Nicholas in midfield

The new man slotted into
a combination which drew
the sting out of Spurs for
most of the game. Reliable
tackling, canny distribution
and a dangerous shot were
all put_on view and Mr
Pleat's four recent acquisi-
tions look - capable of sus-
taining a real fight to stave
off relegation.

The re-shaped team -has
benefited - twice over from
the new strength, Ricky Hill
and David -Preece were able
to take on -more positive
roles moving forward, and
Tim - Breacker’s confident
display against Tony. Galvin
enhanced his reputation

Spurs reduced  to
operating an offside trap as
the Town swept forward in
the first half, and a debatable
decision by referee Neil
Midgley after only = four
minutes cost the Town a
goal which looked legal to

were

most of the Pressbox ob-

SEervers

Hill timed his through-ball
down the middle perfectly
for Stein to ourvace Graham
Roberts and shoot past Ray
Clemence. But Mick Harford
‘was running’ to Stein’s right,

and the offside flag  was
rdised “agamst him,- even
though he did not ger in-

volved. in the move.

The Town accepted the
decisions with good - grace,
and Harford undérlined ‘the
new vanety of options the
Town have in attack with
consistent winning of balls
in theair as Spurs were
forced  back

Nicholas almost: got _the
opening. goal. in  the -28th
minute after .Roberts had
cvnically body-checked Stein
just outside the box. He was
lucky to escape without a
booking, and Spurs’ luck
held as the free kick was
touched aside for Nicholas
to blast a dnve which
caught a deflection, and
perhaps Clemence’s fAnger-
tips, as ‘it crashed' on to the
bar and into the Oak Road
crowd

Another "chance was
wasted when Nicholas set
Stein - free for a run down
the right., He tried to- chip
Clemence, but put the ball
way over the bar, with Har-
ford ~waiting in frustration,
unmarked at the far post

When the Town's apener
finally arrived, thrée minutes
after « the interval, "~ Spurs
looked as good as fmished
Preece started it with. a run
down - the left. - His - cross
eventually went to the right
aided by Steve - Foster's
header and Chris Hughton's
half-clearance, Meka Nwajiobi

Town Match Verdict
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slammed the ball back across
goal and Stein turned it in-
stantly past Clemence from
six yards.

Nwajiobi,  unpredictable
but  uwndemably  talented,
might have made 1t 2-0 when
he jinked past Roberts and
Hughton, but hammered his
shot marrowly wide of the
near post, and the game was
an hour old. before Spurs
produced any real threat at
the other end.

John Chiedozie, whose ex-
plosive pace and talent was
checked by the Town's mid-
field determination and Mit-
chell Thomas’s persistence
got down the right and
crossed for Garth Crooks to
deliver a pomt-blankirange
header.

ey

Les Sealey, playing better
now thap at anyv time since
he arrived 18 months ago
made an important reflex
save and  "he produced
another in the 81st mimute
to deny Crooks a second
time,

Shreeves gambled by tak-
ing off Chiedozie and putting
on Mike Hazard. It improved
his team’s midfield workrate
and invention, and Roberts
was released to make more
forward.runs

Ray Daniel
Preece, and almost t
a spectacular own
Sealey ‘with an t
clearance from a corner
the second corner was
half-cleared: Gary . Mat
drove i a-shor from
edge.of the penalty area, the
ball was deflected ofl Foster
and Mark Falco hit a first-
time equahiser,

That was with six minutes
1o g0, but three minutes

Report by Brian Swain

Pictures: Mark Richards

the Town looked like win-
ners. agamn -when Stein went
down the right wing and
pulled back a .pass which
Danrel tried to control. The
ball ran to Nwajiobi and he
smashed an 1B-yard drive
mnto the top corner,

It hit the stanchion so
hard that Clemence caught
it; and cannily-roHed out a
clearance to a defender in
the -‘hope that .the ref
wouldn't have realised that

1t was a goal

Back came  Spurs, and
with injury time already on
the clock a long throw-ir
Mat eared and

burtt was not cl
al on R
a second eq
crowd of plavers

It was a disappointm
but not enough 1o sp

had. seen

@ ACROBATIC; Ricky Hill in action with a first-half shot which Ray Clemence saved

at long last from
] shadow  of

i CLASSIC FIT FOR A
CELEBRATION

o

-

@ NEARLY. Graham Roberts gets
snatches a winner in the last ten seconds. Steve Perryman watches and

AR iy T - s T

n a crucial tackle as Brian Stein nearly

worries before the ball flies over the bar.
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