OTHER STRIKES: Town SIX saved seven off t.1raet
d:sallowed for dubious offside, and one _hit the Dbar; Spurs

ATTENDANCE 17,511—the Town’s best since Liverpool’s

ON A DAY destlned f01
'- happy celebratlon Jeague

football at Kenilworth
Road served up an enter-
tainment feast for the

) bi_g'gest,crowd the ground

has housed for two years.

Wmh supporters back in

goed heart following the
- Milton Keynes decision, their
only gripe was that the

heart~stopp1ng last sixX min-
utes, in which three goals

" were scored, could have been
lrrelevant if* “the *

‘rendered _
town had made their earlier

 superiority count,

" Title contenders Spurs

‘were more than glad to steal
a point from a fast-moving

encounter. in which they
were second best by a long
way fer the ﬁrst 75 mmules

Nlchelas, | Preece (Daniel,

LUTON TOW’N 2 SfPUHS 2
HALF-TIME: 0-0

TOWN Sealey;  Breacker, Foster, Denaghy, 1hemas, Hiil,

Stein.

TOTTENHAM:

Clemence;

8 )es
76 mm), _Nwallieb: Harfor d
St'eveh-s.,' Rohe rt's‘ Pcrryman,

Hughton; Chiedozie (Ha?ard 63 mm), Hoddle, Mahbutt
Galvm' Creeks, Falce.

“THE GOALS: Brian Stein 48 minutes: Mark Laleol for
Spurs, 84 minutes; Mcka Nwajiobi for the Town, 87 min-
utes; Grabam Roberts for Spurs, 89 mlﬂ'llLS. ae -

onc

four saved, four wide. Cerners. 6-2 to Spms. |

- VISIt twe years ago. Was it coincidence that news had just
leaked out that the Milton Keynes scheme was dead?

REFEREE Neil Mldgley, Salferd—had a fow problems with
a linesman who struggled with the offside ritle. Mick
Harferd hardly looked to be interfering with play when he

~ was given ofiside as Brian Stein went through and netted

in the fourtii minute. But Spurs were sure ether offsides
‘were not gwen when they should have been.

BOOKING: Glenn Hoddle for a. foul on. Peter Nlellelds,,."----.

-probably -caused by frustration at being unable to match
Nicholas and Ricky Hill in mldﬁeld o R -

HIGHSPOTS: The old happy atmosphére reappeared as if
- by magic; and it didn’t, after all, sound like a Spurs home
game despite their huge fellewmg Nicholas’s suyerh debut ‘

performance added to the day’s pleasure. - -

s

the hectic last six minutes when Spurs equalised twice.

o

_ benefited  twice over

Their ex'pensive talent was

outgunned in midfield, and ;

there was no sign of the gap
that divides the teams in
the league table. |

The failure to cemplete

victory was a blow for Town
but with a feel-
IS HOW..
poised: to win back the back=

supporters
ing that the club

ing and affection it once re-
Jeeted external

the day.

And Spurs manager Peter-.

Shreeves :
team that so nearly slaught-

ered his title pretenders is
too good to desen?e 1elega-*

tlon.

IIe called it one 01’ Spu;q
least  memorable pelfmmanJ

. ces. “Luton took the game to

us and for a long time we
weren’t in it.. I'm glad we
salvaged a pomt & he said.

Town boss Dav1d Pleat
took most delight from the
general team- Wle and from

a - superb perfmmance | by_
Nicholas in midfield.

The new man _slo-tted---m_tof
a combination - which drew
the sting out of Spurs . for
most of the. game. . Reliable
tackling, canny disnlbutlon

“and a dangerous shot were

all put on view and Mr
Pleat’s four recent acquisi-

tions look capable of sus- .
taining a_ real fight te stave |
~off releeatmn | %

The re- -shaped team has
from
the new strength, Ricky Hill
and David Preece were able:

Nands:

moving forward;

roles na
__confident

Tim -Breacker’s.

enhanced hIS 1eputat10n-

Spurs Were

decision - by referee Ne1l
Mldﬂley - after . only

minutes cost the Town i

_—

‘raised
- though® hé 'did not get m- .

hope aﬂd;‘-
optimism was the order of:

. decision with _
and Harford underlinéd the
is - convinced the n
Town
consistent wihning of balls -
as | Spurs were'

- perhaps

redueed te 5
operating an oﬁmde trap. as
the Town swept forward in -
_the first half, and a debatahle
ENTERTAINMENT: A cracking match wlth a sting In the
tail, with the shine slightly blemished by thoughts that |
the Town should have had the points wranped up before
i+ goal  which loeked legal to

most of the Pressbox ob-

SCIYErIS.

Hill timed ]‘llS tlnough—ball

down  the middle perfectly

for Stein to outvace Graham
Roberts and shoot past Ray
.Clemence, But Mick Harford
‘was running to Stein’s right,
and the offside. ﬂag was
“against him, even

volved in the move. ° -
S em

The nTown acccpted the
geed grace.

new varicty of options the
have 1n attack with

In - the air
forced - b’lek

alm‘ost got . the
opening ‘goal in the ' 28th
minute - after . Roberts had
cynically body-checked Stein
Just outside the box. He was
lucky to escape without a
* booking, . and Spurs’ luck
held as the free kick was
touched aside for Nicholas
to. «blast « a® drive which
caught a deflection, and
- Clemence’s

Nleholaq

bar and into the Oak Road

- crowd.

“chance was
Nicholas @ set

- ATntoitthielr
wasted when

- Stein free for a run down

the "right. He tried to chip

Clemence, but put the ball -
way over the bar, with Har-

ford ~waiting - in frustration,
unmarked at the far post.

after the _interval,

Preece started it'with a run
down the left. -His - cross

eventually went to the right’
~display . against Tony Galvm ~ aided: by :
| ' header and €hris Hughton’s :
]1alf clearanee Meka Nwajiobi -

Steve = FEoster’s

four -'. |

- got *
- crossed for Garth Crooks to

: header.

. save,
- another in the 8lst minute

. to deny” Crooks a “second
atimes

_ [I1C] _ﬁnger- j
tips, as it crashed on to the

slammed the ball-back across

goal and Stein turned it in-

-stantly ~past Clemence from

S1X yards.r
Nwajiobi, unpredietable
but. undeniably = talented,

might have made it 2-0 when

he jinked past Roberts dand
I—Iughten but hammered his
shot narrowly wide of the
near post, and the game was

hour . old = before. Spurs

'-produced any real threaL at>
the Other endii s

]ohn Chiedene whose ex-
plosive pace and talent was
checked by the Town’s mid-
field determination and Mit-
chell Thomas’s persistence,
down the right and

deliver a point-blank-range

i

Les Sea]ey, playing better
now than 4t any time since
he arrived 18 months ago,
made an important reflex
and he  produced

Shreeves gambled by tak-

~ ing off- Chiedozie and putting
- on Mike Hazard. It improved

his team’s midfield workrate
and mventxpn_, and Roberts
was released to make more

- forward runs.

Ray Daniel replaced

. Preece, and almost toc-poked

- a speetaeular own ‘goal past
- Sealey with -

'tttempted

- clearance: from a corner.
When the Tewns opener | et Bu

» finally arrived, three minutes
i “Spurs
- looked as good as finished. °

the second ‘ecornet was only
half-eleared“‘fGary Mabbutt
drove

ball was deflected off Foarer

* and Mark Falco hlt a ﬁrst- ¢

tlme equahser. SR

- That was- w;lth sr‘c mmutese :
: 'to ge but three mmutes later -

-

in - a%Zshot from the
edge of the penalty area. the

the Town . looked like win-
ners again when Stein went
down the  right wing and
pulled back a  pass which

-Daniel tried to control. The
- ball ran to Nwajiobi and he

smashed an 18-yard drwe
into the. top corner. -

Tt hit the stanchion so
hard that Clemence caught .

" it, and cannily rolled out a

clearance to a. defender in.
the hope  that the ref
wouldnt hdve real:sed that
it was a goal 1

Back @ came  Spurs, and-
with injury . time already on
the clock a long -throw-in by
Mabbutt was not cleared and
all-action Roberts drilled in
a second equaljser throueh a
crowd of players G

[t was a dlsappomtmem 1
but not enough to spoil the
day’s ‘enjoyment for Luton
people who had seen their
club emerge at long last from
the obnoxious - shadow of
Milton Keynes. = ol



