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LUTON ana Millwall's
truculent refusal to take
their medicine for the
cood of the game 1S more

dismaying even, than
~-the continued leniency of

the Football Association.

Iaiton, a pleasant, conscien-
tious club, was the last we
would have suspected to
impede the crusade against
hogsliganisin,

Self interest, it now seems,
dominates foothall’'s every
nook and cranny.

It’s not as if the FA came
down with anything like the
weight of the flying seats
huried at police during that
infamous quarter-final, the
televising of which finally
roused the Government to
intervene.

Hoist on the inadequacy of
1ts own legislation and the
feeble precedent set in dealing
with Chelsea—it could hardly
pe seen to beat up the small
fry after bottling it against
a bhlg club—the FA adminis-
tered a jomt slap on the wrist
barely audible above the
public clamour for punitive
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All clubs, like it or nmot, willk
come under Governmeni
instruction soon to fence thm*
grounds. Lufon have thef
chance to do so with good|
grace and as 2 gesture, aty
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least, to football’s image.

If they and Millwall insisth
on anarchy or appeal, the A|
might delay the next hca.rmg
until Govelnment legislators)
have protected their legall
rights . . . and then mcreasef
the sentence dramatically.

Perhaps nanning two of thel
FA Cup quarter -finalists flom
the competition next SG’IS{DM
would reassure the com-+
munity.

Meanwhile, it would not go
amiss if the d1501p11n'11y com-
mission fired a warning bwad-
side, spelling out to Iul,ua'
offender's the severity l
measures which will be L‘lken
once Mrs Thatcher has untiedf
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