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NIGEL CALLAGHAN and Luther Blissett came in from the
cold on Tuesday night to spearhead Watford’s victory and
gain three valuable points at the expense of local rivals, and
relegation strugglers, Luton at Vicarage Road.

e e ) o =, - .
e T R S TR e e

e

e

s i TR

E. The flattering 3-0 suc-
Cess was a welcome re-
‘assurance for those who _ ”
had begun to doubt the Blissett 27 (pen), 89 WEBE @ ANk . RS SR
R Sl | W iy e Ol PN UMD I ST SN g k11 R O e P

‘becoming embroiled in a
:relegﬂtl{}n hﬂt[le over th{f I.Utun -ululnuuun-""-u"."“".““““"““”"lo

AT

wWationl s s o e e e g

o
C——

B R e
A e i R s

| ; WATFORD: Coton, Bardsley, Terry, McClelland, Rostron -
next two and a half jor. Jackett, Callaghan, Blissett, Gllligan, Barmoes. Sutitny: iR
‘months Porter not used. ; SN W P R B1F. 48 fﬁﬂ"":Ef‘f_fi-'-”:'-sﬁ_-'ﬂrf-;‘r-w:‘_ AT B o
nins. . ) RO B0 (€70 e Ve W T e S

Blice . i LUTON: Sealey, Breacker, Thomas, Nicholas, Faster, Donaghy, Iy At L S A |
. 1ssett, celebrating his Hill, Stein, Harford, Parker, Preece. Substitute: Nwajiobl for B e A U e N o
1300th Watford appearance. ;:ntrkerj after ?1541:%.:“5;5* G Y g il i Yol YR
Ig e I et ale endance: 14,411, Referee; T. Spencer (Salisbury). S L0 LR S (R S e e iy e[ T R e :

FET\L{‘J another two g':hllh 1:'“ Share of play: Watford 45 per cent. ?I o ca | M L v A 7 E{c}i'.ﬁ-&}gfﬁfﬂjj’:r%ﬁ; . e Vs

ake his tally to 22 — 151n Free kicks: Watford 17, Luton 23 (10 for offside). AT ) - ALY W B
‘the Leaguc and join the Corners: Watford 6, Luton 5. e AL Ay ey im
lﬂtld]ng lair:.;'[ Di‘-’ikiiﬂﬂ SCOrers Goal aﬂampts on tﬂrﬂ'ﬂt {OH tﬂfﬂﬂt]‘,‘ Wnﬂﬂrd 8 {5]- Luton 7 :5] Y

EHDR Watford goal attempts by: Blissett 5, Callaghan 4, Rost
In joint fourth iﬂ“f{:~ Barnes 1, Gilligan 1. g ron Z,

While his touch and form Booking: Harford for dissent (38). O R
‘have still to return if he 1s to
‘recapture his pre-Christmas
quality, a record of four
goals in the Ilast three

a
‘‘‘‘‘

Blissett scores from the penalty (right), and hits spemers

_ | _ Watford’s third. N MR T Pt SRR Oopted for a shot but the
dppearances 1s a heartening  § BRI e : : poand s ARGt N LR o confidence was not high
return for an “out-of-form A V S : i S B AN sl o T i e enough and instead ﬁfz'

striker.

“It's coming back. I fancy
mysell to score when 1 go
out npow.” said a happy
Blissett with his eye on
Kerry Dixon's leading 17-
goal First Division tally.

On Saturday. the only
{orward to show promise was
Gary Porter but on Tuesday
night this number doubled
with the displays of both
Callaghan and Blissett.

Callaghan emerged from
months of indifferent and
l}nnr performances to give
uton's Mitchell Thomas a
harrowing night. There was
much of the old Callaghan as
he grew in confidence
throughout the game and
climaxed his night with a
magnificent goal which
should join the leading list of
contenders for Goal of the
Season.
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Blissett went close when
he met a Callaghan cross at
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back with Stein looking]
dangerous but his final
attempt was charged down.
Back came Watford with
Callaghan splitting the
defence with a magnificent
crossfield ball to Blissett,
who cut in and sent a first-
rate shot goalwards, which
Sealey went full length to tip
round the post.

Yet the cementing of
Watford’s lead was to come
from a moment of real dis-
tress. McClelland was not
alive to a threat as he loped

fact that Thomas was plainly e iy o antli o B P e S S e § e  towards the ball and it took a|

shaken bv hiS €rror in Con- b ool o o eseniestesgtytin SR it Comil G oo o pacd VR TRt Sl el DR € S 8 N : B¢  desperate challenge by
di a  27th-minut PPN T e SR L ) S APa T LRI R L Rt S el Coton to hack the ball clear

ceding a c/in-mInulC Pen- R s e T AR R A e I e D O S e S e ‘

?,_11 Er#f Em}%{; Egifé against Luton, Sunderland minute chance across the wide of the far post and
got off his back because and Sheffield Wednesday face of goal; Foster sent the Callaghan, and just before a couple of paces before
 Jimmv Gilligan was having a lead, the chances had been without lapse into the limp ball in a similar direction the interval, Barnes’ cross unleashing a stunning
horrible time and they €ven. By the end of the surrender epitomised Dby after climbing for a free was nodded on by Gilligan angled, dipping and Swewinﬁ'
turned on him and that gave game however Watford had dlsplays against Newcastle header at the far I[)_]DSI {0 and Callaghan sent a lﬂﬂpmg “ chot from 25 vards out which'

Blissett collected it and sent.
it out to Callaghan who took

Niéei 2 chance ™ the greater number of C}I{ialr- anﬁ'cmltsﬂllé O sPtarrLtELS 1c1ﬂ+:r:-?ir;r ;frtfﬂrcl Ec?der mvﬁr thcfgc;alfllaeep?r beat Sealey all the way.
Tl id indeed hav cut opportunities while | Must 4150 14 1 aTl c Or ut on to the roof of the net. .
des,}::éiﬁgtaen dg”ajn:g Lhu[ i;ﬁhi Luton had wasted the larger clegantly wide and, finally,  The clearest chance of the :ﬂi?ﬁgiﬂ a(rg i n?]twer;thrg
Barnes was not far behind tally of threatening, dan- D Parker came in with an first half was provided by the Reserves EH[EI‘[EIF:} Chelsea
him in the ineffective stakes gerousattacks. angled shot well saved by penalty in the 27th minute. (3 pm) at Vicarage Road
as Watford showcased in a 1 lost count how many Callaghan has turned his Soton Callaghan sent Blissett away. . 71 %ihe Juniors are at Cam:
ame both the reasons for tmes Taylor and Rostron personal corner and that Thomas  challenged crudely bridge (11 am). '
ope and concern. hooked clear in the box, lissett's goal-run will and the referee pointed to .
said Pleat. similarly boost his confi- the spot. There Blissett duly The Juniors travel to
:I Tony Coton also per- dence. Barnes too is overdue blasted the ball home with Barnsley in the first leg of
formed well and, in fact, a return to form '’ for if Watford had fewer some confidence. the FA Youth Cup semi-

; twice set up goal-producing Callaghan had played as he opportunities. Jackett sent Watford began to assert final (7.30 pm). On Wed-|

Luton enjoyed the greater moves with timely saves and did on Tuesday night the Blissett clear but Sealey themselves more forcefully nesday (7.30 pm) the
ossession for spells and jpnterventions. David crowd would not have been raced out to make a fine after the break. First though, Reserves are at Oxford.
ooked the more fluid side Bardsley and Kenny Jackett so kind. interception; then Jackett Harford had headed over Watford’'s match witht
but, for all their posséssion, also made effective returns Luton had five good crossed for Barnes to chal- from Parker’s cross, then Aston Villa, scheduled for
they looked a team with 100 1o the line-up and there was chances in the first ‘half. lenge but Gilligan hit the Callaghan made a fine run, Wednesday, has been post-.
many footballers attempting more shape to Watford's Parker clipped a left-wing loose ball tamely at the cutting inside and opening poned until April 24 because
to walk the ball into the net. %enﬁra] play even in their cross straight at Coton; goalkeeper; Rostron had a up the centre of the Luton of next week’s international

Ricky Hill and Brian Stein fretful moments. Harford sent a clear ninth- cross-shot which went just defence. He could have calls.
turned their men well but “I moved John Barnes out

overall there was 100 much (o the wing because I felt 2
embroidery and not enough that no matter how we were

enetration to their game. laying, we needed some- You sleepwalring? 3"’ KEEPING CHELSEA |
Rl R e v e g ore | ORLER: B - ”% MILKMANS BosSTBHN R " |
Yoacompd £ _play The 11:30 AM. /f noihe eavly shift 7 X TR cK!
looked disjointed but more understood,” said Taylor. l' s Recl Lion end ,,/ HOURS DID NEALSAD TR 3 ~ ""hqﬁ?f‘
z r : & ¥ 7 LR v o - ¥ s *"FH 4

direct and while the teams Watford were able to find _6Tm WAS 7 ZANOT SULT THAT THE MP/ o, O, RETT
shared the goal attempts, on  their way out of Smurdags TRAUMATIC & e ALL OFTHE "CONTRAST H i St e [
the night, the Hornets, once self-inflicted hole by |FORSOME ' =—=ya| PLANERS INSTLES &‘Mz‘# ﬁ D |
~“they hit a run of confidence touching the base of a |oFUS — =P / s = bl |
‘and had the smell of victory, familiar playing pattern — TE ‘every (= : = AFoR INSTANCE DE ok e pahou 2 !
‘began 10 look the better bet.  two wingers and two central OTHER WEEK ¢ BIG JOHN INTERESTING ﬂﬂt'e aild i-
In the final 25 minutes serikers — without the com- (T \ MeCLELLAND WATCHING, | Classicaipul ;_
- watford looked more like plications of other tactics LIE-IN WENT 2~ «{’;MIESED His SOMETHING Up ¢ ﬁ"""’?-h
~their old selves. adding to their own worrics. | FOR A BURTON . 9 1 EARL CALL HE COUDN'T PLLﬂEEi_g l 1 {;
" The scoreline was flatter- . - [~ _._ FOR THE N ele... exc... Nl ;
_ing but apart from lhe, three e %f / ' B2 | VISITORS « HMEGB;NHW SCORED — FROM A w..uv. |
oo, e s e =) R |FikST. RPEEDIE - NIEDZHIECK! PAscEoR |
._i;?ffﬂ!'ﬂ_nﬂﬂ column as well as ']“he: commitment was —;\.. o330 2 — ]T&EIROML‘{ CENL GOAL!
R iion or two o the | [P0 (1T ROCRLAL TRERs Wi sl bW [HETRE o R T IR e
- the F U elcal. T € . Y 1 30 i = RN G, ;

| It was p{‘:rhu s jronic that front runners. There was a STATED Ll How bouncetiie A BITOF me, | aldi S\DE —NO

CPECTATOR 7 1

" 'Watford gained the lead via semblance of a creative de- (WITHOUT, _giﬁg;fﬂﬁ%i‘:ﬁ;ﬂm Cﬂl\iﬂlé'-ﬂl‘l (eallse tat
‘the penalty spot. Callaghan partment, I]EEl:dt‘:.d by SMIUHGJ Ya(sed arm Brd Spin ON TH
‘clipped a fine pass over Callaghan’s fine distribution ‘E{AT'TH«E e itoti “‘J’: TERRACE,
Thomas, the ball dropping to in the second half. But the BOYDIXON 1A e 7
!the feet of Blissett. season has seen such MUST'VE
® I think if Thomas had inconsistencies that it is ..

“gone for the ball instead of impossible to fathom BEEN VERY

frying to get back in front of whether Watford are on PLEASED §

~me, it might have served him their way back to something

‘better,” said Blissett. “But akin to their old form or it

he definitely tripped me. they just briefly touched a
Some referees give it, some vein of cohesion during a
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