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up. Preece Foster and
baok and forth across the
e openmg, but Nwaj‘tob: was

or mieaguegoalslnme

season, one in the 2-2

o Spurs and the other against West

L ’
“Ham, when it was also 2-2.

- The empty spaces in the Bobbers Stand are

not a return to the old days of standing room only
on that side of the ground—Luton Town FC is still
working to replace the seats torn out by hooligans

~ League table
looks a little

more hopeful

THE victory over QPR lifted the Town one place in
the Canon League First Division, and although they
are still four points adrift of the safety line they still

have to play the other four teams in the bottom five.
They could even be out of the bottom three by this

time next week—if they beat Ipswich at Kemlworth Road
on Saturday and follow that with a victory at Southampton

on Tuesday.

Bottom club Stoke have
httle hope of escapmg the
drop. They scored their first
league goal since Boxing Day
to take the lead against
Nottingham Forest, but were
then hit by a four-goal reply.

Ipswich dropped below
the Town because they were
held to a 1-1 draw at home
by Newcastle, and thar was
probably the best result
from the Town's point of
view, with two endangered
l.eams each dropping two
pmms.

The "Town wanted Wat-
ford to do them a good turn
by winning _at Highfield
Road, but Coventry pro-
duced their third victory 1n
four games to move up
to 18th,

Watford and Sunder!and
are level on 34 points with

try, five points above
the Town.

The surprise strugglers are
West who were fifth
n table when they came
to worth Road and
drew 2-2 in November

They have won only once
in their 12 league out-
ings since then, and this
week's single-goal defeat at

icester saw them drop to
19th place, although they

THE FIRST
DIVISION

Chelsea
Leicester

Luton Tewn
Ipswich
Stoke
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@ Not including Villa v Stoke last
night,

® Saturday’'s  degfight [firtures
Luten v _Ipswich; MNorwich v
Coveniry, Noitingham Forest v
West Ham;, QPR v Watlord, Stoke
v Arsenal; Sunderland v Chelsca
e e ————— T s e

have games In hand on the
other lowly clubs

They also have a better
goal difference figure than
most of the other Strugglers
minus seven compared to
Stoke's -42, Ipswich's -14
the Town's -17 and
Coventry's -15.

roud VISITING team shor-t of ambm n and pres.
ecupied with defence’ enabled the Town to get the
needed at Kenllworth Ro

: " v1ct01_'x

to giye ¢ hl?lt that the relegation fight can yet be won.
o 0 st headed goals by Mick Harford were
% Qhe very least_the Town deserved ggj oxer-runnmg i
Queen's Park Rangers. The visitors were near to re- .

c:ewm_gt g‘pe “thrashing that Town - boss
fol

this Week although 2]st-placed Ipswich
ad\'enturous and posatwe than Rangers

avnd Pledlf

on Saturday S

‘ank  Sibley—and who c uld ‘blame
to take the job’ pcrmanently?—strampd the

_imagination a lsltile when he spoke after the match of the
he_had_tried’ to- employ. - £ 2
ad failed to score in their prevuous ﬁve away:

~_positive ta

Jﬁg !cague and cup, .yet ‘they lined. up  against the
john Gregory a useful attackmg man, playing

- ley had been unluc‘Ly—Steve Wicks m:nt down with
_an Achilles tendon injury on the day of the match, and his
‘centre-half; Terry Fenwick, was suspended

lnutpenenced Alan  McDonald struggled- to . mark

sted into space at will, and Robbie James,

thday, was taken but of attack and turned

ency. centre-half, = =
id that he was pla.ymg three men at the

_full-backs. pushmg up on the flanks,
t{ed tha: the tactics, .with Wayne Fereday

LUTON TOWN 2 QPR 0
~ HALF-TIME: 1-0

TOWN. Sealey- Breacker, Fastcr, Donaghy, Thomas. Hxll

Nicholas, Prcece, Nwajiobi, Stcin, Harford. Sub: Muss,

not needed.

RANGERS: Hucker; Chivers, McDonald, James, Gregory,
Dawes; Waddock, Fillery, Fereday; Bannister, Byrie
(Ma.rtin Allen, 66 mmulea]

THE GOALS: Mick Harford with two superb headers, from
a run and cross by Meka Nwajiobi in the 19th minute
and from a corner by David Preece in_the 61st minute,

OTHER STRIKES: Town seven saved, lncludin_; a penalty
by Brian Stein, nine off target, one hit the bar and one
netted by Nwajiobi but ruled out for offsi le. Rangers
three saved and three wide. Corners: 8-1 to the Town.

ATTENDANCE: 9,373, with only a handful t;}vellmg from
l.ondon. Town uiﬁcmls were happy enough after the dam-
aga Mlllwall did to the reputation of the club and the

REFEREE. Dennis Hedges, Oxford—Rangers felt he was
more than harsh when he gave the Town a penalty in the
441I| minute for a challenge by Robbie James on Brian

tein.

ENTERTAINMENT Not a classic and Rangers were very
poor opposition, but the result and the hoj c it gives in
the relegation fight made it a very happy day for Town
fans.

. SO NEAR" Mlck Harford was close to a hat tr:ck of honders Thls one bent Peter Hucker, but flashed wude of the post

L e

Zand Micky Fllfery outgunncd

n mdfield by Peter Nicho-

las, Dayid ‘Preece and Ricky

“Hill; had been brushcd asnde

by a Luton team that was
better on the day, and de-
deserved wctory for the:r first
double of the season.

There was onfy one short

period when e  Town

looked as though they might
lose their composurc_carly
in the second half when
Rangers, only one down,
started to get lan Dawes,
the left back, into attacking
positions.

But Tim Breacker, Steve
Foster, Mal Donaghy and
Mitchell Thomas showed the
class that Rangers lacked,
and by the final whistle Les
Sealey had not been asked
to make a smgle Serious
save.

Donaghy had Garr; Ban-
nister in his pocket, and
poor ]ohu Byrpe, still finding
his feet 1n the First Division
after a Uansfe_r from York,
had a miserable afternoon,
culminating in ‘an éatly de-
parture to allow the sub to
try his luck.
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. OrN ITS WAY Mrck Harford r:ses to

Rangers, in_ danger of

shpping into the relegauon.

battle themselves, were swept

aside by a Town team that
enjoved the confidence that -

comes from being a lot too
good for the opyosnmu.
" There was still the little
_matter  of mnot getnng the
~ goals so much possession and
pressure. should  have
brought, but a strmg of 2-0
victories like thls for the
rest of the season would
cause no complainfs.
There still seems to be a
doubt in the manager's mind
about his best formation in
midfield and attack, He re-
called Meka Nwajiobl in
place of Garry Parker, and
was rewarded with a lot of
good touches and a little
exasperation when final pas-
ses were not qmte right.
Stein  was playmg like @
bombful of talent waiting
for the right fuse, and mis-
sed a golden chance to score
i first-half in } time w en
he won a pena ty but hit it
near enough to Peter Hucker
for the goalkcgper to be able
to make a good save.
Rangers thought that pen-
alty award—only the second
the Town have had this sea-

a corner from David Preecé s 2

Report y Brian Swain

Pictures: Mark Richards

son—was harsh ﬂfter ]'ames‘

and Stein had ‘tried to turn
each. other on the edge of
the box.

But they had no redl com-
plaints about the goals that
settled it as Harford ended
a six-game goal famme

Nwajiobi mdde the first,
in the 19th minute, collect-
Ing an astute dlagonal pass
from Nicholas and going
down the left mng qn a run
which took him past Gary
Chivers. The cross was de-
livered perfectly and Har-
ford’s powerful header was
just as good.

The big smker nearly re-
peated it a few minutes later
with a flashing headen just
wide of the near post after
a cleyer run, turn and cross
by Stein.

Rangers took a pounding
as the Town swarmed on to
constant attack, and they
were lucky whcn Nwajtobi
rcpc.m.d his left-wing agll:t:,

R

and crossed for Hill to
power a4 header against the
bar.

- The penalty miss came late
in the first half, and at half-
time Sibley told his men
they had got the chance to
build on that stroke of good
Juck and rescue a point,

’r‘hc) tried, but mllmg-
ness soon c\'aporatcd after a
promising Rangers spell of
10 or 15 minutes showed no
real sign of discomforting
Sealey.

Harford’'s majestic header
from Preece's left-wing cor-
ner made the Town's lgst
double of the season a for-
mality, and at one stage c\cn
Gary Waddock of Ra.ngers
joined in the applause for a
neat ball control demon-
stration by Hill.

Preece gave the Town at-
tacking width down the left,
and in my book shared the
man of the match hohouts
with Harford. He |nsllgatcd
a superb move that was

worth a goal: his long cross
was headed back across goal
b) Foster, Stein headed the
ball towards Foster again
and up popped Nwajiobi to
head into the net. He was
given offside.

Rangers all but gave up,
and  Donaghy and Foster
bolh joined . the anacks.
with the Irishman having &
shot blocked by Hucker and
his skipper poking the re-
bound over the unguarded
net.

Perhaps they will be goals
“in the bank" for the next
two imporiant games, at
home to Ipswich and away
to Southampton on TuesdaV.

@ ACTION MAN: David Preece, at 5ft 5in the smallest man on the field,
shows how to rise above the opposition

':"i

@® IN THE NET: The scene a spllt second after the
picture on the left was taken, with Peter Hucker
beaten as the Town go two up.
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