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THE THIRD and fourth
at Stoke lifted the
Town out of the bottom
three of the First Division.

They kicked off in 2Ist
place, but rose two places
by overtaking non - playing
Coventry and edging ahead
of Sunderland on goal dif-
ference.

That was because Sunder-
land, whose goal dificrence
was two goals better than
the Town’s, were held to a
0-0 draw at home by New-
castle while the Town were
improving their goals figure
by four.

The Town also have two
games in hand over Sunder-
land. And although Coventry
are only one point bchind,
with one game in hand, the
Town can cancel that out
by winning at Highfield
Road later in the season.

Ipswich are [making a
determined bid for safety—
they have won three on the
trot after their defeat at
Kenilworh Road to move a
point above the Town.
~ The indications are that

e rel | battle could
last until the final week of
the season probably until

after th
Stoke are a:

4 el

EVERYBODY UP: Luckless Stoke goalkeeper
arry Siddall hardly knew who would be next as
the. Town roared to their best away win for nine
years. This time it's defender Mal Donaghy joining
the fun for an attempt at goal.

Escape hopes

- have a worse away record
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THE best away win sincgd 5 that came in the 17th
David Pleat became vn.mL.' Reporl bY Bricn Swa'n mifutel | The, & Town i had

played some attractive early
football, with Siddall doing
well to beat out a sharp drive
by Stein from the left,

ager of Luton 71
edged relegation fears o
little into the batkgroun |

: Mark Richards

as the team enjoyed awful that the tiny atten-  bul cnabled David Moss to _ He made a run down the
last outing before Saty dance was either drifting make his first appearance  Tight to collect an astute
day's big test. at Vi)qe away long before the end, or - since the cup-tic on the same ~ Pass by Harford, who had
Park e i staying to shout abuse at ground in fanuary and he Surged through the middle,
J]’S ¢ R Wplayers and directors. :onyku;! a class better than he :;I;d all :[cvnw[d‘lw I\‘\“:n)“
ottom club Stoke Cj g smash 0-5giblsiiaci ‘done in a. reserve, gaime . DS aLtempy. oCpll A
> ¢ Cit ERESIORe. hed - 0. at Kenilworth Road on Frie ball back to Harford failed.
were the hapl victim§@Manchester United two days 3t Dyson collected, tried to
of a bank holiday ¢ has xost_ hea irectors pass back to Siddall, failed
S manager Bill Asprey can't While former  England {5 make the S hals

for the Town fans whoERG-Sroney to rebuild, and . winger Chamberlain  made o
made the journey to thethe fans are disillusioned. the mistake of trying to plod 30 A or, mibpec. in Lo
) giloip! poke the ball under the goal-

Victoria ground. W Todine e an (m;nl‘luh ;Iu Imnd do\\‘r,uwlhc Keeper.- - 25 0%

s Sammy Mcllroy, Middle, the Town got Moss, ot
Tl\chﬁ\un\ was arra W Ghamberlain and Keith Brian' " Stein  and Meka v%ml\m attacking threats
at short notice e simply not Nwajiobi moving in wide were contained with ease,
Coventry’'s Easte Beo0d enough to match a  carlier. are broke. The team  and with- fans jeering some
gramme, at home 2 % positions, and Stoke were all inept approach work the
e 2 weakened Town side looking 2 25 c S

own and away (o B i i s but swamped. home side gave up 90 se-
was knocked out by a B A : conds into the second half.
bug. onias: SATISFIED Moss’s corner from the right
The win—the Town's Skipper Steve Foster was Paul Dyson and Alan Produced a scramble at the

allow a slight thigh near post, and although
Stein was unable to force the
ball home Harford's instinct
for the half-chance gave him
his second goal, and kis
third double in the last four
games.

He might have had four
goals. Mitchell Thomas and
Moss combined to open up
the defence again, with Har-
ford’s far post header being
blocked by Siddall, and the
keeper did well to deal with
a 20-yard piledriver from the
centre-forward who has now
scored one more than Andy

4-0 away success since ; 2 thigh
to Notts County in Nov t to clear up before
ber 1976—pushcd the TowngnSaturday’s Villa Park trip.

" and Peter Nicholas stepped
out of the bottom three \on@,a,ﬂ a s_k(! pe
the first time since Christm, “in to partner Mal Donaghy.
and perhaps St

Dodd found it impossible to
hold Mick Harford in the
air or on the ground, and
the only complaint Mr Pleat
had after the game was that
the Town should have been
idfield, and with the centre  more ruthless and done more
f the pitch mudbound the to improve their goal differ-
he  ence figure. Even so, four up
with more than 20 minutes
to go, the Town had more
than satisfied their fans.

“the first haif, put a cloud Stoke hardly had a serious
over the Villa Park dreams,  goal attempt, and when they
i did get close Les Sealey dealt
with everything, He even
rushed out once to sweep up

by making themse
able as a sort of
punch-bag before the
fight.

i i & =
@ MOSSY IS BACK . . .

e

Sk
wing. Meka Nw

and the winger acknowledges the chant of the fans by celebrating his first goal

in five months

Gray, his Everton counter-
ot.

outside the area and calmly
beat an opponent in a quick P2
dribble before clearing.
Everton manager Howard
Kendall sat in the stand to
watch 80 minutes of the
game, and probably learned
very little more than he knew

did not seem to relish
conditions too much, enjoy
the opportunity to run
Chris Maskery from outside
the box. He drifted past the
bad a more friendly opposi- . gefender, waited for the e
HORMLO eioy, his TCUrH, £0 & Shosed! Siddall fo start to ad:
the First Division, and_his 14 Holle ot
64th-minute goal revived

ENJOYED

Moss could hardly have

TOWN: Secaley; Breacker, Donaghy, Thomas; Hill  before kick-off. . fifth goal of the season.
Ay memories fis th t
(Moss, 40 mins), Turncr, B R iein Farford: . | 1l il be glad that Nicho- . trafteman 2e his best. o It was all too easy, 3
STOKE: Siddall; Bould, Dodd, Dyson, Maskery; Painter, las and David Precce will be AL . oy Stokeiknoging have
Hudson, Mcliroy, Heathi Bertschin, Chamberlain. Sub: unable to play on Saturday. ; & lost a season's hopes, never

. Parkin, ‘spared humiliatioll » . was not sent on. Both had cxcellent games, Patient as a provider of mind one match at a time
THE GOALS: Mick Harididl@wopthis second double in With Preece adept at turning G iich: RIS PRIT JOONSE  The  refreshing thing for
four games, 17 and 47 m Dl\;‘dM A sV ek defence into attack. 5 o stend s Town fans was that even
Nuajiobi 68 mins o Ot e Vel L ien a]hy) inlither Tiso e paete FoNpae uotom ieams) CaniRIoduce
7 B e 0ss to have a go. The 33-  shocks, so why shouldn't
OTHER STRIKERS: Stoke fiye saved and five wide; Town 0th minute, and departure  year-old legs were too quick  Luton upset the formbook
ten saved and four widé& ten minutes later after an  for Steve Bould, who is ten

orners: 5-4 to Stoke.

against top team Everton.
ATTENDANCE: 6,951, Stoke’s second-lowest league gate il

unsuccessful attempt to run For all their troubles Stoke

years younger, and the angled

boost

of the season, on a wet andwindy bank holiday afternoon. it Off, hardly mattered in  shot low past Siddall was had not been beaten by four

REFEREE: Tan Hendrick, Léloester—not brilliant, but didn't  (7ms of destroying Stoke.  perfection. goals at home all season.

COVENTRY: Five home—Sunder-  necd fo be. 0 They never knew who ok The best pass of the And they had managed to
land, W Brom, Liverpeol, Everton, pNTERTAINMENT: The Town following enjoyed it fm. Pect on raids down sen¢ match brought the fourth beat Arsenal and Manchester
Spurs, — Southampton, Mewcastle, ~ mensely, but Stoke, botom and already accepting their  WI'85 and even sub-standar goal in the 68th minute. United on the ground where

Tpswich. relegation fate, were aw/UliEven their chairman said he  Crosses had Dyson and Dodd  Breece delivered it, 30 yards Luton Town were a mile

SUNDERLAND: Four heme —  as ashamed of their pcHormance, They had lost 0-5 at in trouble. ; or more from the left side ahead in class, commitment
e e eteollls Pipeaich, . O]d| Trafford on Salurd»\,\m The first illustration of of midfield towards the right —and confidence.

Man Utd, Leicester, West Brom.
IPSWICH: Six home — Liverpool,
toke, ied, Ham,

Stoke,
Leicester, Coventry. Four away

Spurs, Southampton, Sunderfand,
Watfol
WEST HAM: Five home—Luton,

Liverpool, Norwich, Chelsea, Stoke,
Five away—Sunderland, West Brom,
Sheff Wed, ipswich, Everton.
WATFORD: Five home — Stoke,
West Brom, Morwich, Man Uid,
Ipswich. Four away — Liyerpool,
Not Forest, Spurs, Aston Villa,

It looks as though 50 7
points will be enough to
stave off relegation, with 49
possibly sufficient. 2

" If Stoke ar

e
away games than home to
be played and only Stoke

_the Fi

Diyision. i,
And with Luton, Sunder-

land, Liverpool and E
c last five hom

could |
ints by

to go down,
will have a significant
in the final sén% with
at ho to  Ipsyi

i |

ek
in his fifth goal of the season.

Meka Nwa jiobi hammers




