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THE best away win since
David Pleat became man-
ager of Luton Town
edged relegation fears a
little into the background

as the team enjoyed 11s
last outing before Satur-
day's big test at Vil
Park.

Bottom club Stoke City
were the hapless victims
of a bank holiday treat
for the Town fans who
made the journey to the
Victoria ground.

The fixture was arraneged

at short notice when
Coventrys ~kaster Pplo=
cramme. at home 10 the
and  away 10 Stokes

was knocked out by a flu
bug.

The win— the Town's first
4-0 away success since a trip
to Notts County in Novem-
ber 1976—pushca the Town
out of the bottom three for
the first time since Christmas
and perhaps Stoke did the
Town a cup semi-final favour
by making themselves avail-
able as a sort of training
punch-bag before the big
fight,

The home side, with only
three wins in their previous
33 Jcague games,

were SO
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awful that the tiny atten-
dance was either drifting
awav long before the end, or
staving to shout abuse at
plavers and directors.

Stoke smashed 0-5> by
Manchester United two days
has lost heart, directors say
manager Bill Asprey cant
have money to rebuild, and
the fans are disillusioned.

Fading stars like Alan
IHudson. Sammy Mcllroy,
Mark Chamberlain and Keith
Bertschin were simply not
good enough m m::ll'r.h a
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for its first away win_in Six

months.

Skipper Steve Foster was
rested to allow a slight thigh
strain to clear up before
Saturday’s Villa Park trip,
and Peter Nicholas stepped
in to partner Mal Donaghy.

Wayne Turner returned to
midfield, and with the centre
of the pitch mudbound the
Town made best use of the
firmer parts, on the flauks.

The early departure of
Ricky Hill, injured during
the first haif, put a cloud
over the Villa Park dreams,

STOKE CITY 0, LUTON TOWN 4
HALF-TIME: 0-1

TOWN: Scaley; Breacker, Nicholas, Donaghy, Thomas; Hill
(Moss, 40 mins), Turner, Preece; Nwajiobi, Stein, Harford,

STOKE: Siddall; Bould, Dodd, Dyson, Maskery; Painter,

Hudson, Mclliroy,

THE GOALS:

Heath; Bertschin, Chamberlain. Sub:
Parkin, spared humlhatmn :

. « was not S(’:llt on,

Mick Harford two, his second douhle in

four games, 17 and 47 mins; Dav:d Moss 64 mins; Meka

Nwanobi 68 n:uns.
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OTHER STRIKERS. Stoke five saved and five wule, Town
ten saved and four wide. Corners: 5-4 to Stoke.

ATTENDANCE: 6,951, Stoke’s second-lowest league gate

of the season, on a wet and windy bank holiday afternoon.
' REFEREE: Ian Hendrick, Leicester—not brilliant, but didn’t

need to be.

ENTERTAINMENT: The Town followmg enjoyed it im-

mensely, but Stoke, bottom and already accepting their

relegation fate, were awlul,

was ashamed of their performance. They had lost 0-5 at

Old Trafford on Saturday.

Even their chairman said heé

but t'*ﬂ&]l‘)]c(] D;Hi{'] MosS (o
make his first appearance
<ince the cup-tie on the same
ground in january and he
looked a class better than he
had done in a reserve game
at I\cmluorth Road on Fri-

While former England
winger Chamberlain made
the mistake of trying to plod
through the mud down the
middle. the Town got Moss,
Brian Stein and Meka
Nwajiobi moving in wide
earlier. are broke. The team
positions, and Sloke were all

Lut-swaitrpea—— R

SATISFIED

Paul  Dyson and Alan
Dodd found it impossible toO
hold Mick Harford in the
air or on the ground, and
the only complaint Mr Pleat
had after the game was that
the Town should have been
mote ruthless and done more
to improve their goal differ-
ence ficure. Even so, four up
with more than 20 minutes
o gO, the Town -had more
than satisfied their fans.

Stoke hardly had a serious
goal attempt, and when they
did get close Les Sealey dealt
with everything, He even
rushed out once tO sweep up
outside the area and calmly
beat an opponent in a quick
dribble before clearing.

Everton manager Howard
Kendall sat in the stand to
watch 80 minutes of the
game, and probably learned
very little more than he knew

before kick-off.

He will be glad that Nicho-
las and David Preece will be
unable to play on Saturday.
Both had excellent games,

with Preece adept at turning
defence into attack.

Hill’s thigh injury in the
30th minute, and departure
ten. minutes later after an
unsuccessful attempt to run
it off, hardly mattered in
terms of destroying Stoke.
They never knew who to ex-
pect on raids down

crosses had Dyson and Dodd
in trouble.

The first illustration of

- for Steve Bould,

the.
_ wings, and even sub-standard

that . came in  the | 7th
minute. The lown had
played some attractive eﬂlrly
football. with Siddall doing
well to beat out a sharp drive
bv Stein from the left,

He made a run down the
risht to collect an astute
pass by Harford, who had
surged through the mj iddle,
and all seemed lost uhen
Stein's attempt to pull the
yall back to Harford failed.
Dyson  collected. tried to
sass back to Siddall, failed

to make the pass pnsutwely
and. Harford mipped m to
poke the ball under the goal-

keeper.

Stoke's attacking threats
were contained  with ease,
and with fans jeering some
inept approach work the
home side gave up 90 se-
T conds into the second halt.
Moss’s corner from the right
produced a scramble at the
near post, and although
Stein was unable to force the
ball home Harford’s instinct
for the half-chance gave him
his  second goal, and s
third double in the last four
games.

He might have had four
goals. Mitchell Thomas and
Moss combined to open up
the defence again, with Har-
ford’s far post header being
blocked bu Siddall, and the
keeper did well to deal with
a 20-vard piledriver from the
centre-forward who has now
scored one more than Andy
Gray, his Everton counter-
part.

ENJOYED
Moss could hardly have
had a more friendly opposi-
tion to enjoy his return to
the First Division, and his
64th-minute goal revived
memories of the expert

craftsman at his best.
Stein, so willing® and
patient as a provider of
chances, sliced open Stoke’s

right flank with a pass be- 2

tween two defenders inviting
Moss to have a go. The 33-

year-old legs were too quick
who is ten

yeéars younger, and the angled

shot low past Siddall Was ‘

perfection.

The Dbest pass of the
match brought the fourth

goal in the 68th minute.

Preece delivered it, 30 yards

or more from the left side
of midfield towards the right

lost a season’s ho :
~mind one match at a time.

~And they
- beat Arsenal and Manchester- '

wing. Meka Nwajiobi, who
did not seem to relish the
conditions too much, enjoyed
the opportunity to run at
Chris Maskery from outside
the box. He drifted past the
defender, waited for the ex-
posed Siddall to start to ad-
vance. then cracked in his
fifth goal of the season.

It was all too easy, with
Stoke knowing they have
hopes, never

The refreshing thing for

“Town fans was that even
- bottom teams can produce
“shocks,

‘Luton upset the formbook

so why shouldn’t

against top team Everton.
For all their troubles Stoke

had not been beaten by four

goals at home all season.
had managed to

United on the grcmﬁd ‘where

‘Luton Town were a mile
~ahead in class, commitment
- and cox;fl_dence. | |



