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. did not show normal fluency, but Kerry Dixon (right) L

on the mark for _Chelsea.

Chelsea
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Luton in danger as
conguer

By MICHAEL CALVIN

Ghelges it . 02 2

. Chelsea to seventh place in
. the First Division.

- The air of anti-climax which

enveloped an  unappetising
match was 1nconsistent with
Chelsea’s sudden visions of

qualifying - for - Europe  next
season.

A subdued crowd and a gluti-
nous pitch hardly made for a
memorable occasion, but the
home side’s willingness to ignore
the dispiriting circumstances
proved an imporntant factor in
their initial dominance.

Their breakthrough, after -26
minutes of utter tedium, could
not have been predicted—but the

W

identity of the scorer was less

than a surprise.

~ Still vulnerable

Kerry Dixon, rejected as a
schoolboy by Luton and now
ignored by Bobbv Robson., con-
verted his 36th goal of the season
in  formidable fashion, rising
above Foster at the near post to
head Nevin’s flighted cross past
Sealey.

‘That goal served to remind the
visitors, beaten only once in their
seven previous matches, that
they were still vulnerable to a
late surge from the clubs who
have renlaced them in the rele-
gation area,

But the significance of Hill’s
absen-ce,. a key creative figure,
became increasingly o];vinus and

'-KERRY DIXON restated his remarkable
. ability at Stamford Bridge last night
up a largely forgettable victory over Luton

oy 0

goalscoring
wfh_en he set
which lifted

even Harford, with 10 goals in

nis last 10 appearances, stry
to make an impact. e
Chelsea maintained theip

urgent approach after the inter-
val, . ‘but there was little -tq
reward the loyalty of fhe 13,789
crowd.

' Uni-nspired mood

Nevin promised more than he
actually produced but prompted
a- flicker of ‘interest with a well-
struck free kick which Sealeyv did
well to block at the nea. post.
~Dixon’s threat was blunted by
the heel injury he sustained in a
challenge with Foster. But Luton,
D umnspired mood, rarely
threatened to take advantage.

Fittingly, Chelsea’s decisive
second goal 10 minutes from
time was a bizarre affair.
Seal;ey did well to save Spack-
man's drive and, instead of clear-
ing Donaghy opted to shepherd
the ball towards his own goal-
line before allowing Nevin to
apply the finishing touch.

The manner of victory may

not have sent one's pulse racing.

But nf Chelsea can gain maxi
mum points from their remaining

fixutres, against = Stoke and
Norwich, they may vyet have

cause to celebrate a significant
achlev_ement on their return to
the First Division.
Chelsea.—Niedzwiecki: T.ee. Rouavie,
J. Jones, McLaughlin, Bumstead. Nevin,
Spackman., Dixon, Speedie, Thomas.
Luton.—Sealey; Breacker. Thomas,

Stein. Harford. Benn. Turner.
Nicholas, Foster, Donaghy, Parker, B.



