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OHN WESTMANCOAT

I trust thar all our supporters had an enjoyable
Christmas Day.

Now of course is the time when our thoughts tend
1o drift towards one’s hopes tor the New Year
which is rapidly approaching and teok back, in
some ways with nostalgia, to the year drawing to
its close. The second hall of the year has notbeena
happy one for the Club, for quite apart from the
playing results not reaching expectations, this
period has also seen the departure of several
administrative staff who were possibly regarded
as ‘Mixtures’ at the Club.

1t is felt that the Club has overcome the
problems in which it was faced on the
administrative side and your Chairman
and Dircctors are looking forward 10 a
much more happier period in the New Year
on the playing side.

Many of our supporters arc no doubt aware
that situations can change more or less
overnight and this does happen, in no small
way, in our game of football and certainly in
games over the Christmas and New Year
period with the three points system.

IPositions in the 1.eague table can alter
dramatically.

Whilst these notes are written prior 1o our Sunday
game with Watford, our match today and our
match with Aston Villa at Villa Park on 28th
December, together with our match at
Southamptoen on New Year's Day, hopefully could
see a drastic change in the fortunes of the Club,

May I close by wishing everyone of you an behalf of
the Chairman, IYrectors, Staff and Players, a very
happy and prosperous New Year and express the
wish rthat with

your support

our results on

the field will

Ltake a change for

the betrer.




CARLION PALMER

Carlton Palmer has broken through the
barrier—that barrier dividing the everyday
reserve team players and the senior
professionals who perform in what has
been described as the World's toughest
League, the First Division here in England.

He joined Albion as a Youth Opportunity
Candidate and has since turned professional,
made his first team debut, and is now a vital
squad member here at The Hawthorns.

Basically a defender, the right-back
position seemingly his best, Carlton has also
turned out for Albion's ‘A’ team, Central
League side and first team at left-back,
central-defender, midfield and up front. He
has scored against Aston Villa reserves,
away, as an out-and-out striker, put there by
the gaffer because of Albion's sad injury list
which caused Steve Bull and Gerry
Armstrong to miss the 4-1 defeat.

“I don't mind where | play’’ said young
Carlton, "I just love to be in the thick of the
action. | owe a great deal to Albion, and now
I'm going to try and make the grade in big-
time football. I've got time on my side, and
it's all down to me now. I'm a professional,
and realistically speaking two years ago |
would never have thought this was possible.
How things change...and how lucky | am.

Carlton was introduced into Albion’s
League side earlier in the season against
Newcastle United at St. James' Park, when
as a last-minute substitute, quickly driven up
north by Youth Development Officer Roy
Horobin, he came on after barely 20 minutes
when debutant number one Robbie
Dennison had to go off injured.

Albion lost 4-1 that day and Carlton came
face to face with George Reilly, who is now a
buddy of Carlton’s here in West Brom.

“It was a great feeling to play at St. James’
Park,” said Carlton. “l had been in Albion's
team at the end of last season in the Bradford
City Disaster Fund Friendly at Villa Park, but
the League competition is a vastly different
ball game, and it's tough going. But | think |
can manage it. |'ve got good men in charge

of me and I'm looking forward to many more
years with Albion.”

Carlton’s home debut was in the Number
Two shirt, versus Birmingham City in mid-
October and he played extremely well as
deputy for Jimmy Nicholl, helping his mates
to a welcome 2-1 victory.

Since then he's been in the team
frequently and already he's shown to the
watching public that he's got what it takes to
become a top-class footballer—guts,
aggression, ability, style and height.
Confidence will come gradually and when it
does Carlton Palmer will be one hell of a
player.

Watching him on the park gives you the
impression that he's a ‘Rambo’ type
character. He might be. But only in
name...nickname that is.

He's a quiet, unassuming young man.
Single, lives with his parents at Rowley
Regis, Carlton buses it to The Hawthorns but
is hoping to be driving pretty soon.

Twenty, a fortnight ago, Carlton has been
a professional for a year and two months. He
joined The Hawthorns camp as an apprentice
on the Y.T.S. in July 1983 after playing junior
football for Newton Albion (Sundays) and
minor football for both Netherton and Dudley
Town.

He was educated at Whiteheath Junior
and St. Michael’s High Schools Oldbury and
it was here where he ‘learnt’ to play football,
kicking a tennis ball around the playground
as often and as long as possible, in between
lessons, sometimes during lessons, at
breaktime and before school started in the
morning.

He's already acquired a series of
nicknames, including the world-famous one
of Rambo, Too-tall, Nijinsky and Char-coal.
He'll earn a few more as he continues to
progress in the hustle-bustle world of
Association Football, especially as he
becomes more well-known, gets thicker,
heavier, fitter and older. But he's man
enough to take it all on the chin. Why not?
He's here to stay!
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More action from therecentgame against
Everton. This picture shows Albion’'s
George Reilly heading goalwards. Top
right: All up for a corner as Alblon attack.
Bottom right: Varadi lets loose a shot.
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®IT'S ‘'WEDNESDAY'
ON A SATURDAY
IN THE CUP...

Albion have been drawn away
to Sheffield Wednesday in the
Third Round of this season’s FA
Cup competition.

The game will be played on
Saturday, 4th January 1986, kick-
off: 3-00pm.

Albion have lost their last two
Cup ties at Hillsborough—one
against Wednesday in 1970 (2-1)
and the other, versus Leicester
City in the Semi-Final a year
earlier (1-0).

Earlier, in season 1958-59,
Albion had beaten the ‘Owls’ at
Sheffield in Round Three when
Alec Jackson and Derek Hogg
scored in front of 50,455 fans.

Previous to that, the teams
had met each other in the 1935
Final at Wembley and it was
Wednesday who stole in at the
death to beat Albion 4-2 with
two goals in the last five
minutes, both from Ellis Rimmer,
watched by over 93,200 spec-
tators.

At Hillsborough in the League
game this season, Albion were
defeated 1-0 by Sheffield...they
will be aiming to go a ‘goal’
better this time, and at least
bring the Yorkshire 'Owls’ back
to The Hawthorns for a replay.

| say that because Albion have
not won at Hillsborough for 20
years! But all ‘bad’ things must
come to an end sometime.

® HAPPY BIRTHDAY ...

Many happy returns to Barry
Cowdrill who will celebrate his
29th birthday on 3rd January
1986.

Uro Auto Spares kindly donated the Match Ball for our games with
Tottenham Hotspur and Birmingham City. Tony Godden made the
presentation to Helen Cannon and Kelly Hale. Our thanks to Uro Auto
Spares for their generosity.

® DATE FOR TONY

The date has been fixed for
Tony Godden’s Testimonial
Match here at The Hawthorns. It
will be played on Sunday, 4th
May 1986, with Albion taking on
star opposition, yet to be
finalised. We'll keep you
informed of all the necessary
details via your Albion News.

B Supporters Club

News

First and foremost a very
merry festive season to our
members. Goodwill to all men
(and women) and lots of cheer
for this afternoon please. How
about a late present from our
team? Come on you Baggies,
you're not short of talent.

From home support to away
support and the commercial for
Mammoth Tours. We are putting
on a coach this weekend in yet
another ‘derby’ encounter with
the people in Claret and Blue.
Departure time is 1-00pm and
price £1.50. This is a loss making
service for members, so please
make the effort to travel with us.

Four days later the Baggies
start the New Year with a game
at Southampton. Halesowen
Branch will follow on the classy
Rapide. Hangovers are
permitted, but alcohol is not on
this vehicle leaving Stourbridge
at 9-30am the fare being £5.00.

A trio of away fixtures is made
up by a Cup visit to Hillsboro’ in
God's Country the following
Saturday. The coach leaves at
the civilised hour of 11-30am and
the tariff a mere £3.50 on the day
or should | say COACHES
because this is another tough tie
where Albion must have noisy
vocal support. Don’t get
depressed, give it a go and there
is no knowing what might
happen.

David Holloway (552-3289
after 6-30pm) is always on hand
to take your name for the coach.
My spies tell me incidentally that
David's much discussed injured
finger is now fully recovered and
he is poised to resume his goal-
keeping career in the New Year.
Nice one.

Birthdays now and belated
wishes to Carl Dellicott who
celebrated on the 23rd December

(any combined Christmas and
Birthday cards, Carl?) and just to
prove | do know the correct date
Christopher Hartle will age one
year on the 20th January, 1986.
Can't fool me for long Chris. I'm
been accused of using truisms so
merely to compound the
offence, | will now state that the
branch’'s Mike Thomas will have
a birthday in 1986. How about
that?

Just a reminder that
membership renewals are still
being accepted by Chris Hartle
on Mammoth Tours and branch

meetings. The next opportunity’

to see ‘Barnesey’ at a meeting is
on 14th January where we are
hoping for TWO special guests
so make a note in your new 1986
diaries.

The ‘Tramps Bal' held at
Somers  earlier this month
received a mixed reception from
members. The attendance was
low by our normal standards but
our thanks to everyone who
made the effort to dress up. Prize
winners for best outfit went
deservedly to Ken Jones and
Alison Butterfield. Plenty of
Fingerposts remain unsold and
can be ordered from 19 Ashville
Drive, Halesowen for just
30p +sae. If you're very quick
there’s an opportunity to enter a
£5 cash prize Quiz. The fiver is
courtesy of our Membership
Secretary in the strong belief it
will remain unclaimed. Can
anyone prove him wrong?

Space for a plug for the
National Federation of Football
Supporters Clubs who held their
quarterly meeting in Corby
recently. The original venue was
Birmingham but this was
switched late on. Steve Vine and

myself represented all West
Bromwich supporters at the
meeting which drew

representatives from a goodly
number of clubs from all over the
Midlands. The Federation is
involved in high level discussion
on the best means of combatting
hooliganism and restoring the
good name of Football as well as
putting together very successful
social events for member clubs.

To conclude, let me wish a
happier year for West Bromwich
Albion and all their supporters.
Things will improve.

CIAQ!

SIGMUND BEETLEWAX.

® THEY PLAYED FOR
BOTH CLUBS...

Thirteen players have repre-
sented both Albion and Luton
Town over the years, and they
are Jack Bannister, the wing-
half, Lewis Bedford, a winger,
Louis Bookman and Eli Bradley
two more flank players, the
skilful Eddie Connelly, ‘Gracey’
Ford, a hustling forward, Billy
Gripton, one of the fine post-war
centre-halves, Tony Grealish, the
Eire international, goalkeeper Tony
Godden who had a loan spell at
Kenilworth Road in 1982-83, Abe
Jones, a rugged defender, goal-
ace Derek Kevan, another inter-
national, the elegant full-back
Mark Nicholson and Bruce
Rankin, yet another winger.

‘Paddy” Grealish is still in the
game today, along with Tony
Godden. And with the players
listed, this team (with two
substitutes) could be utilised:
Godden, Nicholson, Bannister,
Jones, Gripton, Grealish,
Bedford, Connelly, Kevan, Ford
and Rankin, substitutes: Bradley
and Bookman.

® WITH CHORLEY
TOWN

Former Albion centre-forward
lan Edwards, who burst on to the
scene during the club’s Second
Division days ten years ago, is
currently turning out for Chorley
Town in the Northern Premier
League.

® |RISH SUPPORTERS
CLUB...

I would like to form a West
Bromwich Albion ‘Irish’ Branch
of the Supporters Club and invite
fans who follow Albion from the
Emerald Isle to help Gerard Small
and myself to get the organis-
ation under way so that we can
make the necessary arrange-

ments to visit The Hawthorns
regularly to watch our favourites
in action.

| would also like to thank Tony
Matthews for his recent article in
the Albion News concerning the
Irish players who have repre-
sented the Baggies over the
vears. It was excellent, and |
congratulate him.

MICHAEL McHALE
41 Woodlands Road, Cabinteely
Dublin 18, Ireland

S N

® QUERY ANSWERED

For R. W. Jackson of

Kiniths Way, West Bromwich
Albion have played Gains-

borough Trinity 16 times in
League Football matches.

At The Hawthorns, Albion
registered seven wins and one
loss, scoring 29 goals against
five; and away at ‘Trinity’ they
won 2, drew 2, and lost 4, net-
ting 12 times and conceding 16.

The initial games took place in
1901-02, Albion won 7-0 at home
and drew 1-1 away. The last two
were played in season 1910-11.
And all sixteen games were in
Division Two.

® EX-BAGGIES...

Trevor Thompson, who left
The Hawthorns for Newport
County in 1978, and then moved
to Lincoln City the following
year, has been with three non-
League clubs over the last three
seasons — Gainsborough, Boston
and Worksop. His next move
could be to Bourne Town.

Peter Latchford is aiming to
make 1986 a ‘Happy New Year'
with Celtic. Qver the last five
seasons Peter has only had six
first team outings with the
Glasgow club but he has been
granted a Testimonial Match
which will take place next April
or May.

Peter was here at The Haw-
thorns from 1968 to 1975,
appearing in 81 League games
and winning two England
Under-23 caps as a goalkeeper.
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NOW EVEN BIGGER
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THE FAMILY BUSINESS
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FROM MARKETING MANAGER

COLIN ROSS

| hope you enjoyed a
very happy and peaceful
Christmas Day and that
you are not suffering from
an excess of Christmas
pudding or Christmas
spirit. Perhaps we should
spare a thought for the
players who have to take
things very carefully with
an important match today.
Nevertheless, we hope
they too enjoyed a happy
Christmas with their
families and friends.

Personally | was looking
for two very special
Christmas presents: the
return of television cameras
to our football grounds and
a relaxation of the laws

banning the consumption of
alcohol in our Executive
Boxes. | was disappointed
on both counts.

From a financial point of
view, both of these current
restrictions are having a
severeimpact on the earning
potential of West Bromwich
Albion and other League
clubs with similar facilities.

Our ground side advertis-
ing reaches an audience of
many thousands of sup-
porters in West Bromwich
and visiting supporters from
all over the country. Those
many thousands are con-
verted to millions when the
TV cameras are here and
that, in turn, enhances the
value of our advertising
sites. Not only does tele-
vision promote our national
game, it assists us enorm-
ously in selling this space.

Many of the Executive
Boxes at The Hawthorns are
leased by local business
enterprises and provide an
excellent means of enter-
tainment and the develop-
ment of business interests.
Wining and dining are com-
plimentary to each other and
the banning of alcohol has
reduced their appeal. A res-
toration of this facility will
go along way to helping the
Club in maximising on

— ;

Executive Box sales and in
turn, help our Boxholders in
achieving their important
business objectives.

Looking forward to the
New Year, | am hoping most
of all, for a move up the
League table. 1986 is the
year of the World Cup Finals
in Mexico when the eyes of
the world will be on football.
That will serve as a great
advertisement and boost to
our National sport and help
all of us in our efforts to
market football as great
family entertainment to be
enjoyed in comfort and
safety. Above all, we should
hope for ayear free fromany
incidents of crowd misbe-
haviour or tragedy.

At about this time of the
year, we think of New Year
resolutions. If you haven't
thought of one yet and you
are a smoker, then why not
be like Albion and KICK THE
SMOKING HABIT. We would
like to hear from any Albion
supporters who are thinking
about giving up smoking and
we would like to encourage
you in your efforts. So why
not drop me aline and let me
know if it is your intention to
give up smoking in 1986.

Whatever your resol-
utions may be, | wish
you all a very happy and
prosperous 1986.
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RIGHT PRICE

Next time you are thinking
printing...check out the price
against the value offered by
Peerless.

We have the brightideas with
( a team of experienced
designers and artists to give
( your printing the right image.

=]
PHDTDGRAPHY ,,,(\

QOur own photography
department provides a
complete, under one roof,
service for your brochures,
leaflets or catalogues.

ON TIME

We're used to working to tight
deadlines so if your problemis __2
delivery give Peerless a call,

PEERLESS PRESS LTD—CREATIVE PRINTERS
SPON LANE, WEST BROMWICH, WEST MIDLANDS B70 6AQ Tel: 021-553 2511

* We have free °86 planners available—ask for a no obligation visit!

Name this League club: Formed 1881.
Previous ground was The Croft; Original
members of Division Three in 1920; FA Cup
Semi-Finalists 1910 and 1912, presently in
Division Four, nicknamed The Railwaymen
until 19757

Who are THE SHRIMPERS of the Football
League ?

The following allmanaged which current Third
Division club between 1945 and 1965 —Billy
McCandless, Bill Lucas, Bobby Evans and
Trevor Morris?

Andy Davidson made a record 511 League
appearances for this club between 1952 and
19677

Jimmy Nicholson (thirty-one) is the most-
capped player for this club?

Everton signed Paul Bracewell from which
League club in May 19847

Name the last country to qualify for the Mexico
World Cup Finals next year?

Three players have to date scored a record
twelve goals in international matches for
Northern Ireland: Gerry Armstrong (now
W.B.A.) and Billy Gillespie (formerly of
Sheffield United) are two, name the third?

Which League is currently sponsored by
SMIRNOFF VODKA?

Which Scottish League club plays its home
games at Broomfield Park ?

Whois manager of Scunthorpe United (at 12th
December, 1985)?

Which team won the first-ever European Cup
Winners Cup Final in 1961, beating Rangers
(Scotland) 4-1 on aggregate (2-0 and 2-1)?

Albion Diary 1985-86

® December 12th...Clive Whitehead con-
siders asking for a transfer.,.Derek Statham is
steadily winning his battle to get fit to face
Oxford.

® December 13th...Nobby Stiles calls up
reserve defender Micky Forsyth and adds Robbie
Dennison, Gary Robson and Tony Grealish to his
squad to travel to play Oxford...Garth Crooks is
definitely a non-starter against the team he
started his Albion ‘career’ against on the opening
Saturday of the season.

® December 14th...A point at The Manor
Ground as Albion draw 2-2 at Oxford... Grealish
gives away a 43rd minute penalty, but goals from
‘Man of the Match' Steve Hunt, and Imre Varadi,
send Albion 2-1in front before Charles equalises
from close in...but at the halfway mark in the
season, the Throstles are still nailed to the
bottom of the First Division with just eight points
out of a possible 63; they've just given away 52
League goals, and now it is an uphill fight right
through to mid-May if that dreaded drop into the
Second Division is to be avoided...regarding
those ‘goals against’ defender Martyn Bennett
stated that he, and his fellow defenders have
given away ‘silly, stupid’ goals, and they have all
been put down to individual errors rather than
because of overall defensive slackness...reserve
Barry Cowdrill, who is on a week-to‘week
contract, reveals that his future at Albion is still
‘up in the air' and says “I'm looking for more
security. I'm 29 in January and with a wife and
young daughter to consider, | must sort
something out very soon.’...Chairman Sid
Lucas warns off malicious troublemakers whose
purpose is to undermine the club. In the
Birmingham Evening Mail and Sports Argus, he
publicly states: “We have always welcomed
constructive criticism within the confines of fair
comment but when the criticism is extended to
spread alarm and disaffection often tinged with
malice, then its purpose can only be a deliberate
attempt to cause untold damage by undermining
the morale of management, staff and players
alike. The Directors, together with the manager,
are acutely aware of the club’s current League
position and will take the necessary action to
deal with the situation. | appeal to all loyal
followers of West Bromwich Albion to support
the team, as the vast majority have, despite
unfortunate results.”
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Don Beddard addresses the
members after an excellent
Christmas meal. .
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On Saturday 7th December last, 150 ‘supporters’ sat down
to their pre-Christmas lunch at The West Bromwich Moat
House,

% The Albion Chairman, Sid Lucas, the West Bromwich
. A

Ibion Supporters Club Chairman Don Beddard, ex-Police
Superintendent John Mellor and John Nicholls junior, son
ofthe former Albion strikerofthe £950s, plus other guests,
occupied to top table.

Close by were Directors Trevor Summers and John Silk,
clubstatistician Tony Matthews, goalkeeper Paul Bradshaw,
Gary Owen and Derek Statham from the playing side, local
reporters Bob Downing (Sandwell Mail}and Denis Sunley
(Express & Star) and the Peerless Press photographer, Dale
Martin.

Also present were a group of Albion Shareholders, the fans
of many branches of the West Bromwich Albion Supporters’
Club, including London, North Wales, South West,
Coventry, Walsall and Halesowen, plus two new additions
to the clan from Boston, Lincolnshire.

Many good ladies of the people previously mentioned were
also present and they looked as charming as ever, with Tony
Matthews’ dearest Margaret, working overtime with the
raffle, ably assisted by ‘PC’ Mellor.

Don Beddard did the honours with a noble speech which
ended with a presentation being made to John Nicholls
junior, this was a cheque for over £2,000 for his father
‘Johnny’ who was unable 10 attend owing to illness. A
Testimonial Maich berween the West Bromwich Albion All
Stars and the West Bromwich Albion Suppoerters Club X1
played at The Dell, Brierley Hill, in October, was arranged
for Johnnie’s benefit, and a big thank you was recorded o all
those who helped make this event such a huge success.

Thankyous were spread around with greataplomb at the
end of yet another fine ‘do’ and long may they continue to
flourish.

Above: Chairman together, Sid Lucas and Don
Beddard toast the festive season. Left: John Nicholls
junior receives a cheque for over £2,000 from Don.
Below that: Members of the Coventry Supporters
Club celebrate winning first prize in the raffle, Below:
Entering into the spirit of the event sports writers Bob
Downing (Sandwell Mail)and Denis Sunley (Express
& Star).

Picrures: Dale Martin
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Canon - Manufacturers of Cameras, Videos,
Calculators, Copiers, Computers, Copyphaones,
Typewriters and Micrographics.

Official Camera
of The Football League

Last April | spant sometime chatting with the
former Albion skipper of the 1950's, Len Millard, and
obviously many matches were relived as wae
continuously harhed back intc the wonderful past
when Lan starred in many fine Albion sides.

We all know he went up and collected the FA Cup at
Wembley in 1954; he was also a key member of our
promotion-winning team in 1948-49. Indeed, he gave the
¢lub tremendous service as a player, accumulating more
than 600 first X| appearances including 436 in the
League alone.

Len, in fact, joined Albion as a lad, aged 16, in May
1937, and he retired, aged 39, in June 1958, when he
went off to manage Stafford Rangers until 1961.

Today he is going into 67, but still talks about those
good old days, and ons match he often brings up is
when Albion won a nine-goal thriller at Hillsborough on
Boxing Day, 1952,

“"What a match” said Len, “It had averything. There
were nearly 60,000 there, and it was tit for tat all the way
through., Wednesday were a useful side, but so were
we, and although my memory isn't as good as it was, |
think they helped us out with at least a couple of goals
to set us up for @ marvellous 5-4 win.”

Albion were lying second (to Wolves) in the First
Division when they travelled north to Sheffield.
Wednesday were 15th but at home their form had been
good. After just five minutes play their outside-left
Woodhead scored following a mix-up between Stan
Rickaby and Jimmy Dudley. But Albion bounced back
and an ten minutes a long range drive from Ray Bariow
brought the equaliser.

Wednesday however, shrugged that set-back aside
and promptiy went 2-1 up when Redfearn Froggatt
glided home Marriott’s long cross from the right.

Aibion thought nothing of defence and went at
‘Wednesday again, levelling up at 2-2 after 17 minutes
when Curtis netted an own-goal after Ronnie Allen had
caused panic in the home defence.

Eight minutes later the 'Owis” went 3-2 ahead, this
time Rickaby and goalkeeper Norman Heath got in a
tangle to let in Woodhead for his second goal.

At half-time it was still 3-2 to Wednesday, and that
sgon became 4-2 as Derek Dooley, that excelient
centre-forward, darted in to score from point-blank
range as Dudley and Kennedy hesitated.

Albion had it all to do at this stage, but do it they did!

Recalled Len: “We had to go forward, and | insisted
that if we didn’t, then we could lose by at least six or
seven.’

Albion went forward, alright, and on 53 minutes
Gannen deflected Johnny Nicholls’ shot into his net and
the Baggies were back in business.

Allen then had a shot headed off the line, Reg Ryan
struck a post, Nicholls saw Kenny scoop another effort
over the bar and Gannon got in the way of an Allen
piledriver as Wadnesday ok a hammering,

With ten minutes remaining Nicholls latched onto
Allen's shrewd pass and Albion were level for the third
time. They looked full of running and with just three
minutes left, Allen capped a quite splendid performance
by grabbing the winner. He even hit a post in the dying
saconds as Wednesday back-pedalied and Albion went
in search of number six.

What a game, what a finish, Albion wera victorious
by 5-4, and Len was highly delighted when he said:
“"We deserved it, we played bloody well and all credit to
the lads who never gave up.””

Albion’s team against Wednesday 33 years ago was:
Heath, Rickaby, Millard, Dudley, Kennedy, Barlow;
Griffin, Nicholls, Allen, Ryan and Lee.
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THE ALBION CLUB
SHOP FASHION SHOW o

- @ Martyn Bennett in the Jogging Suit.

Some of the new styles available are seen modelled by Albion stars.

He is seen holding on to the Minerva
i Sierra size five football, also available from
® Garth Crooks in the Sweat Shirt. the Club Shop.

® Jimmy Nicholl in the First-team Replica @ Steve MacKenzie in the “T*Shirt.

i ® Martyn Bennett and Steve MacKenzie
® Tony Godden wearing the Goalkeeping = are also modelling our New American-
Glovesavailablein Boys and Men’ssizes. style Baseball Caps.
Just a selection of some of the styles we have to offer, so zuhy not call
in and take a look for yourself?

HOME AND AWAY (THE FOOTBALL
TRIALS OF DANNY HARRIS)

® PART ELEVEN...

It was late when Danny arrived home
from his training session with Midland
United.

Although he was physically shattered
he knew that he would get very little sleep
that night. For Danny Harris was faced
with one of the biggest decisions ofhis life;
and no matter how much invaluable
advice his father could give him the choice
would ultimately rest with him.

He was sixteen and was due to leave
school the following summer. Football
was going to be his first career. That was
for certain now. But with which club?
Glamourous Rockwell City, the top team
in the North West and the country were
more than interested in him but so were
Midland United for that matter, although
at the foot of the First Division they could
not boast the same pedigree.

“Whatsshall I do, Dad ?”” Danny asked,
clutching a steaming mug of cocoa in front
of'the fire.

“Ican’t tell you that son. Sooner or later
you’re going to have to decide for yourself.
Just take your time and think over what
everybody has told you. At least you know
now that it’s not the straight forward
choice you thought it was.... Get yourself
off tobed now and sleep onit?’ His father
gave him areassuring pat on the back and
motioned towards the stairs,

“Good night, Dad” Danny said and
went upstairs. His thoughts in only one
direction. City or United?

For the next few days Danny was, for all
intents and purposes, no use toanyone. He
wandered round, at home and school, in
atotal daze. He spent all his waking hours
pondering and trying to get nearer to
making adecision. As his father had said,
he might spend several years in the
reserves at Rockewell City, such was the
level of competition for places. Midland
United may not be such a dazzling
prospect but he would learn his trade the
hard way there and would probably be the
better player for it.

Ironically it was during a game of
football that Danny finally decided on his
future. At half time his school team was
winning 3-0 and Danny, despite his
problems, had notched up a couple of
goals. Sitting on the touchline, gulping
down a pint of milk, he suddenly realised
that he would not be able to move away
from home and his family. The Midlands
was his home and Midlands’ football
meant alot to him. It had been his dream
for many years to play for the team he had
supported since a young boy and now he
had the chance to make his dream come
true.

He finished his game and captained the
side to aresounding 5-1 victory. When he
had finished getting changed Danny went
immediately to the school foyer and
picked up the telephone...

“Midland United? This is Danny
Harris and I’ve decided to play for your
football club?’

10 be continued. ..
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TONY
GREALISH

How old were you when
0 you first started to play
football?

I was eight years old
A and played for my junior
school, Wilberforce in
Paddington. We weren't
particularly successful,

If you were stranded on

a remote desert island,
which records would you
like to have with you?

A RUMOURS by
Fleetwood Mac; the
Rolling Stones album SOLID
GOLD; and Marvin Gaye's
WHAT'S GOING ON.

Do you prefer blondes
or brunettes?

Blondes. .. they have
more fun!

Do you read the Sunday
0. newspapers at all?

To be honest, I'm not
A bothered about any
papers.

If you were granted a
Q footballing wish, what
would yours be?

To keep playing as long
as | can without any
injury problems.

What other sports do
Q you play?

| enjoy playing golf and
tennis, but [ don't take
them seriously.

Are you aware of crowd
comments and chants
during a match?

Yes—/am, but !l try not
A to take any notice of
them.

What kind of car would
Q you like to own...and
did you pass your driving
test first time ?

I would love a Daimler
A Sovereign, and luckily |
passed first time.

Do you read any books
Q at all and have you any
favourite authors?

Yes, I like reading books
A by Frederick Forsyth
and Geoffrey Archer.

Looking ahead,
Q when you've finished
playing football what would
you like todo?

Hopefully | would like to
A stay in the game in
some capacity, otherwise /
would go into the property
business or run a shop.

Who are your favourite
actors and actresses?

Jack Nicholson, Woody
Allen and Barbra
Streisand.

If Jim could ‘Fix It" for
Q you what would you ask
for?

/ would ask him to send
me on a World Cruise.

Where has been your
Q best holiday ever?

When I visited the USA
A {Los Angeles), and
Rondondors Beach, three
years ago, with Brighton F.C.

Did you have a
0. footballing hero when
you were a lad?

Yes—the great George
Best without a doubt.
/’'ve met him once or twice.

If you were a

contestent on
‘Mastermind’ what subject
would you choose to answer
questions on?

A Pass.

How do you spend your
0. evenings generally ?

/ enjoy going out for a
A meal with a party of
friends.

Q How do you spend the
rest of the day after
training ?

A Usually looking after my
daughter, whose
nickname is ‘damage.

What is your favourite
kind of travel?

A Aeroplane, because you
must be going ‘abroad’
and | enjoy travelling.

0. Did you like school and
were you a good or bad
pupil?

A I didn't like school,
really, and | was a ‘bad’
fad.

0. Some people hate being
stuck in long traffic
queues...whatdo you hate
most of all?

Being late and women
drivers.

Q If you were host of a
‘Wogan type’ chat

b

The Nuffield Fees

show, who would you invite
along as guests?

Jack Nicholson and
Alas’ Smith and Jones.

What and/or who
O. makes you laugh?

A All the out-takes of It'll

Be Alright On The
Night’...Only Fools And
Horses and certain comedy
shows.,

Q Are there any other
members of your family
involved in football ?

A None at all.

Q Name your present day
England team (although
you're Irish). .. you are the
manager and you need a
righthand man?

A ! would have Lawrie
McMenemy to assist
me with this team: Shilton,
Stevens, Statham, Robson,
Butcher, Wrright, Hoddle,
Reid, Lineker, Hateley, J.

Barnes.
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Q Your house is on firg,
everyone is safe and
sound, and you have a
minute or so to go back
inside and rescue a personal
item...what would it be?

A The box with all my

footballing medals and
trophies in, which I've
collected over the years as a
player.

Q Name the best four
players in your opinion
in the main positions of the
game today—goal, defence,
midfield, up front.

Shilton (goal),
A Lawrenson (defence),
Robson (midfield) and
Hughes (striker).

0. What would be the
hardest thing to
abandon in life and what
would be the easiest to give
up (forlent)?

A The hardest thing to
drop would be eating
and drinking.. . the easiest
would be the washing up.
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A PICTORIAL VISIT
TO SEE THE LADS
AT WORK AND PLAY

b i
g

® Send now in
writing to the...

Health Education
Service

8 Grange Road
West Bromwich

uthorty

LET THIS FREE ALBION TEAM POSTER
HELP YOU T0O

KICK THE SMOKING HABIT!




COT PARADE..

Above mascots for the Arsenal game. For Albion Alistair Preece and the the 'Gunners’
Richard Nowell. Below left: Lee Rogers, mascot for the game against Villa. Steven Stokes
was the mascot for the Everton game.
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DACR AT

Albion’s overall League form
against Luton Town in the past has
been excellent, especially here at
The Hawthorns, where Luton have
only collected one win in fourteen
visits.

This afternoon the teams meet
each other for the twenty-ninth time
in League competition, and Albion's
record at present reads as follows:

PW oL FAP

Home... 1412 1 134 740*
Away... 14 5 4 513 17 15*

Total..... 28 17 5 6 47 24 45*

*Includes wins worth three
points apiece.

The first League clashes both took
placein 1938-39. Albion won 3-0 at
The Hawthorns wihen Harry Jones
(two) and Meynell Burgin scored
(24,377 were present) and Luton
were 3-1 victors at Kenilworth Road,
when the turnout reached 11,700
and Billy Elliott made his Albion
dehut.

Immediately after the War Luton
‘doubled-up’ over Albion, winning
both the fixturesin 1946-47—2-10n
Albion soil and 2-0 at home. The

following season Albion took three

points with a 1-0 home win (Dave
Walsh scoring) and sharing the
spoils away 1-1 when George Drury
netted.

In 1948-49, the season when
Albion gained promotion from
Division Two, they themselves
achieved the double with a 2-1
triumph and a 1-0 away win. Elliott
and Cyril Williams netted at The

Hawthorns in front of 32,000 fans
and Hugh Morrow was the hero at
Kenilworth Road when the gate was
16,651 and Joe Kennedy played his
first game for the 'Baggies.

The initial First Division clashes
took place in 1955-56: Albion were
the winners of them both—3-1 at

BILLY ELLIOTT

home and 2-0 away, Frank Griffin
scoring in each match.

In 1956-57 it was Albion again
who took the honours with a 4-0
home win and a 1-0 away victory.
Derek Kevan scored in both games
this time with Griffin also on target
at The Hawthorns.

Luton whipped Albion 5-1 at home
in December 1957 which ended a run
of seventeen games without defeat °
for the ‘Throstles; but Albion gained
revenge on the last day of the season
when George Lee netted twiceina _
4-2 win after Luton had got in with
a 2-1 interval lead.

Two successive Albion home wins
followed that—2-0 in 1958-59 and
4.0 again in 1959-60. In the latter
match Ronnie Allen found the net
twice.

Then there was a break of fourteen
seasons before the teams met again,
this time in Division Two,

It wasin 1973-74 and Luton came
up after drawing 1-1 with Albion
here in West Bromwich after earlier
suffering a 2-0 home defeat when
Dave Shaw-and Asa Hartford beat
the frost to bring Albion two points.

In 1975-76 Albion climbed out of
the Second Division and during their
programme beat Luton 1-0 at home
(John Trewick the scorer) but lost
1-2 away, Johnny Giles getting
himself sent-off.

Luton spent the second half of the
“70s and the early ‘80s in Division
Two and their last three trips to The
Hawthorns have all ended in de-
feats, Albion winning 1-0in 1982-83
(Clive Whitehead obliging); 3-0 in

-1983-84 (Steve MacKenzie, Tony

Morley and Cyrille Regis on target)
and 4-0 last season when Steve
Hunt, Gary Thompson, Nicky Cross
and Regis again found the net. Albion
have won one, drawn one and lost
one of their last three games at
Kenilworth Road.
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LUTON TOWN, the second
First Division club to introduce
astro-turf into League Footballin
this country, are now one of the
best home teams in the top
bracket. But away from Kenil
worth Road their overall form in
1985-86 has been something of
amixture.

Yet manager, David Pleat, who
has been in charge of the ‘Hatters’
since January 1978, andis stillone
of the youngestin his ‘profession’ at
the age of forty, believes his teamis
now ‘coming into its own’ having
played some really good footballin
the first-half of the season.

Indeed, Luton are perhaps
enjoying their best season in
Divison One for many a year, and
who knows, they could finish in
their highest position ever (it is
eighth at the moment).

Mr Pleat has done exceptionally
well player-wise. The attendances
atKenilworth Road have never been
brilliant (last season the average
there was under 11,000 and this
term it's around 10,200), conse-
quently the income in money is re-
latively low. Thatsqueezesback on
transfer-activity and Pleat has
waorked shrewdly in this field, bring-
ing some quality players to the club,
and releasing a few to break even
with the bank.

Home-bred stars include Tim
Breacker, Mitchell Thomas,
Ricky Hill and Mark North, and to
a certain extent, Andy King, who
has returned 'home’ to Luton after
touring the country with Everton,
Queens Park Rangers, Albion and
Wolves, as well as having a spellin
Europe.
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Mr Pleat’s signings have been
good, and he has laid out money for
goalkeeper Les Sealey (from
Coventry City), defenders Mal
Donaghy (from Larne), Steve
Foster (from Aston Villa), David
Preece (from Walsall), Mick Har-
ford (from Birmingham City), Peter
Nicholas (from Crystal Palace)and
the Nigerian Chukwuemeka
Nwajiobi (from non-Leaguers
Dulwich Hamlet). He's sold Paul
Elliot (to Aston Villa a fortnight
ago), Frankie Bunn (to Hull City),
Wayne Turner (to Coventry City)
and Jake Findlay, the reserve
'keeper has also left, along with the
experienced Colin Todd and striker
David Moss.

Internationals Donaghy
(Northern Ireland), Foster
(England) and Nicholas (Wales)
have been the men ‘in form’ for
Luton this season, along with
strikers Brian Stein (England) and
Harford.

Experience has paid a big partin
Luton's revival over the last couple
of seasons. If you recall, in 1983
they stayed in the First Division
thanks to a last-match victory
against relegated Manchester City
at Maine Road. That day Albion's
Tony Godden was ingoal with the
following in front of him, wearing
the shirts 2 to 12: Stephens (now
Coventry City), Goodyear,
Horton (now Hull’s player/
manager), Elliott, Donaghy, Hill,
Aylott (now CrystalPalace), Turner
(now Coventry City), Stein, Paul
Walsh (now Liverpool) and Raddy
Antic the match-winner. Only three

4 STEVE FOSTER

———

are still key members at Luton—
Donaghy, Hill and Stein. But Mr
Pleat is also there—and doing a
grand job generally speaking.

Luton came within a whisker of
reaching Wembley last April (when
they lost 2-1 to Everton in the F.A.
Cupsemi-finalat VillaPark). Thatin
itself was a waonderful achieve-
ment, considering their plight of
1982-83. Mr Pleat has worked on
the Cup run, and a lot of enthusi-
asm, will-power, dedication and

e
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honest endeavour has come outin
his first-team players this season.
Southampton, Peter Shilton and
all, were walloped 7-0 by Luton at
Kenilworth Road in mid-October.
Andthatperformance wasratedas
‘brilliant’ by Mr Pleat himself and
the reporting Pressmen, as well as
the Luton loyalists.

But, with the odd exception,
Luton have never reproduced that
sort of form away from home. In
front of their regulars they have

displayed alot of skill, commitment
and effort yet Mr Pleat wants all
this sortof soccer action tobe done
onopponents’ grounds as well as at
home.

Going through the Lutonsquad as
itstands today, we see that Sealey,
the 'keeper, is twenty-eightand has
250 League gamesunder his belt —
{Coventry City, Luton and Plymouth
Argyle). Breacker (twenty)
recently topped fifty in the First
Division and his full-back partner
Thomas (twenty-one) is close on
100 outings at senior level for the
club.

Foster (twenty-eight) has
accumulated 340 League appear-
ances in his career with Ports-
mouth, Brighton and Hove Albion,
Aston Villa and Luton, while Don-
aghy (twenty-eight) reached 300 in
the competition three months ago.

Nicholas (twenty-six) has
amassed close on 300 League and
Cup appearances with Arsenal,
Crystal Palace and Luton; Hill will
bring his League tally to 350 in the
New Year; and Kingis now heading
towards the 350 mark (eighty-one
goals) having been Wolves' leading
scorer this season.

Stein (twenty-eight) from
Capetown in South Africa, began
1985-86 with a League record of
ninety-two goals in 289 appear-
ances, and his 100th strikecame up
October; Harford (twenty-six) has
now netted over 100 goals in over
290 League game (forLincoln City,
Newcastle United, Bristol City,
Birmingham City and Luton) and
Preece (twenty-two) hit five goals
in 111 League matches for ‘The
Saddlers’ and carried on withtwoin
twenty-one for Luton last term.

Mark North, brother of Stacey
[now on loan with Wolves) is aged
ninteen, and has a promising future
ahead of him, so too has Ray
Daniel, a twenty-one year-old
midfielder, and Nwajiobi (twenty-
six) who has already claimed fifteen
goals in forty-plus League matches.

Luton love to play attacking foot-
ball, and with Albion playing three
attackers and three midfielders also
moving into striking positions, we
should see plenty of goalmouth
action this afternoon. Let's hope so
... for the sake of Auld Lang Syne.
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TONY GODDEN
JIMMY NICHOLL
DEREK STATHAM

STEVE HUNT
MARTYN BENNETT
ALISTAIR ROBERTSON
TONY GREALISH
IMRE VARADI
GEORGE REILLY
MICKEY THOMAS
STEVE MACKENZIE

Birmingham v Nottm Forest

Chelsea v Q.P.R.

Coventry City v Ipswich Town

Everton v Manchester Utd

Manchester City v Liverpool

Oxford United v Southampton

Sheffield Wed v Newcastle Utd

3 Tottenham v West Ham

Blackburn v Leeds Utd

Carlisle Utd v Middlesbrough

M| Huddersfield v Barnsley

Hull City v Grimsby Town

Norwich City v Charlton Ath

Portsmouth v Brighton

Sunderland v Sheffield Utd

Chesterfield v Lincoln City

Derby County v Walsall

Notts County v Wolves

LES SEALEY

TIM BREACKER
MITCHELL THOMAS
PETER NICHOLAS
STEVE FOSTER
MAL DONAGHY
RICKY HILL
BRIAN STEIN
MICK HARFORD
ANDY KING
DAVID PREECE

This spaceis still available for certain
matches to anyone who would like to
sponsor the Matchball. If you are
interested call the Clubon...

021-525 8888

ALBION
VOUCHER

No.ﬂ5

SEASON 1985-1986
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