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MICK NEWELL Iit up

Luton home debut by
scoring one goal and

creating another and then
he made it clear that he’s
no £235,000 stop-gap.

Manager David Pleat
bought  free-scoring Newell
from Third Division Wigan
when injuries took Mick
Hanford and Meka Nwajiobi
out of his attack. ,

And although the 19-year-old

Newell had a blank day at
Chelsea last week, he took
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Luton 2 Villa 0: by WILLIAM PIERCE

16 minutes to
skide 1under dismal Villa
before paving the way for
Brian Stein’'s clincher in the
second half,

Newell sald: ‘“ The @ goal
eased my nerves and I was
pleased with my general per-
formance. I'm @ 1ineligible for
the A Cup game next week
but I'm determined to earn
a8 regular place after that. |

“I know I've been bought
mainly because Mick Harford is
Injured and I couldn’t expect

only put '‘the

s prospect.”

to replace an excellent player
like him when he 18 fit. But I’d
love to play alongside him and
I think I'm capable of dolng
SO.”

Hdrford has vowed to return
for Saturday’s Cup-tie against
Bristol Rovers — just fthree
weeks after knee surgery.

But meanwhile TLuton boss
Pleat is delighted with the
man who filied his boots yester-
day and sald : ‘' He is still
settling in but he is a great

Villa, boss Graham Turner
kept his players locked in the

|

dressing room for more than
an hour after this latest flop
on a ground where his club

have never won a8 League
match,

Virus
Pleat also 7revealed that

centre-half Steve Fosfter, once
with Villa, had to climb from
his sick bedq to play—recover-
ing from the same virus which
kept out winger David Preece.
Yet Foster comfortably out-
shone Paul Elliott, the defen-
der Villa bought from Luton
for £400,000 two months ago.

Elliott actually saved his
team in the first five minutes,
heading away Stein’'s cross
from under the bar. But 11
minutes later Villa were left
totallv without cover when a
Paul Blrch error allowed Stein
to set up Newell’s opener.

. Newell r1epaid the compli-
ment for Stein 15 minutes
rom time, helped by Villa full~
npack David Norton who should
comfortably have cleared the
DL Oss,




