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INFO...INFO...I

WELCOME TO THE PLAYERS,
SUPPORTERS AND OFFICIALS
OF LUTON TOWN.

IF WE WIN TONIGHT ...

If we win this evening’s match we have
been drawn at home in the sixth round
of the F.A. Cup to either Tottenham
Hotspur or Everton.

This match will take place at
Highbury on Saturday, March 8 (kick-
off: 3.00 p.m.).

This match will NOT be all-ticket.
Seat season ticket holders will use the
appropriate Cup-tie voucher from the
season ticket book.

We regret that we will be unable to
accept any bookings by post or ‘Dial-a-
seat’ due to the limited time available.
Tickets will be on sale, subject to
availability, from our box office on
Tuesday, March 4 until Friday, March 7
between 9.30 a.m. and 7.00 p.m. each
day, and on Saturday, March 8 from
9.30 a.m.

® Please see the announcement on
page 5 for what happens if we beat
Luton, but Tottenham and Everton have
to replay.

IFIT'S A DRAW ...

If this evening’s match results in a
draw after extra time, the second
replay would be on Wednesday,
March 5.

Immediately after tonight’s
fixture, an announcement would _
be made informing supporters of
the venue.

If the match is at Highbury:
Seat season ticket holders will use
the next lettered Cup-tie voucher
from your season ticket book.
Reserved seats will be on sale
after tonight’s match from the
Clock End turnstiles in Avenell
Road.

If the match is at Kenilworth
Road:

This match will be all ticket.

We will not be receiving any
seat tickets.

Terrace tickets are priced at £4
each.

Tickets will be on general sale
after tonight's match from the
Clock End turnstiles in Avenell
Road.

ARSENAL SUMMER SEVENS

writing to Vic Akers,
Stadium.

We're accepting entries now for the
Arsenal Summer Sevens, our indoor
competition that was such a gigantic
success last year, when over 200 teams

COMMUNITY SPORTS
PROGRAMME

Our Community Sports Programme is
growing bigger and better all the time.
For details of the scheme's wide range
of activities, see the announcement on
page 5.

PETER GETS A LIFT
We were pleased to
be able to help young
Swedish fan Peter
Gustafson have his
weekend rescued two
weeks ago — after
the West Ham versus *
Manchester United
Cup tie was called .
off. ustafson

Peter was to have
been West Ham's mascot for the game
— scheduled to be shown live on
Swedish TV. After behind the scenes
moves involving Arsenal, Luton and
West Ham, Peter was invited to be a
guest at the Luton versus Arsenal game
where the Swedish TV team had also
moved.

Hammers' commercial manager,
Brian Blower, took him to the game, he
appeared on the pitch in full view of the
Swedish cameras and he received an
Arsenal pennant — autographed by the
Gunners players — from Junior
Gunners organiser, Debbie Wakeford.

We hope that made up in some small
way for Peter’s earlier disappointment.

FRONT COVER PIC

Smiling in the snowl,.. Charlie
Nicholas and Junior Gunners
organiser Debbie Wakeford get
together at frozen Highbury for
Debbie to collect a £250 cheque for
the JGs from Charlie. The cash was
donated to Junior Gunners funds
by The Mirror newspaper, to mark
Charlie being named as the paper’s
January ‘Player of the Month'.

MONEY

LOTTERY

Coming now, the chance to win a super
new 1986 METRO CITY, over £11,500 in
prizes — and tickets will still be just 25p.
Look out for the Make Money sellers all
around the ground tonight.

took part. The competition will be
played in May, June and July — so get
your entry in now! You can collect entry
forms from the Gunners' Shop, or by
c/o Arsenal

This programme is the copyright of
Arsenal Football Club. No part of
this programme may be reproduced
without the written permission of
Arsenal Football Club,

We'd played a very exciting League game at Luton early in the season
and the 2-2 draw in the first match of this Cup tie was every bit as
exciting. The game was packed with incident, and really got the
crowd roaring.

| was pleased for David Rocastle that he scored his first senior goal,
in that game. David came into the side briefly last autumn, dropped
out for a while, then came back even stronger.

That's what we expect Niall Quinn will do. Niall has had a ten game
run in the first team — and the experience has done him a lot of good.

Tony Woodcock would have returned against Ipswich if that game
had been played, so | had no hesitation picking him at Luton. Tony
scored an outstanding goal in the League match at Kenilworth Road
and it's a ground where he seems to like playing.

He battled right through the game and did very well to set up our
second goal with that quick turn and cross.

Steve Williams came back to do a good job containing Brian Stein,
whao’s been scoring a lot of goals running from deep positions.

John Lukic has had a strain of the right thigh which is why he hasn’t
been taking our goal kicks. | believe goalkeeping is about hands rather
than feet. John had no problems with his movement and he’s playing
really well, so | decided to keep him in the side. Thankfully his injury is
clearing up fast.

When will Paul Davis and Stewart Robson be coming back? They're
working together and improving fast. But it's hard to set a date for
players to return from injuries like the groin strains that have kept
them both out. | don’t want to take risks with their futures by rushing
them. We'll be delighted to have them back because they've been two
of our outstanding players.

The Luton player who caused us most problems at Kenilworth Road
was Ricky Hill, with his powerful runs into our box. On the team bus
going home we were discussing ways to contain him. We believe
we've worked out one or two measures.

I've seen some stories wondering if there will be a "carry over”
tonight from the two recent games we've played against Luton. |
don’t think so. The referee who took charge of the first game will'be
here again tonight. He knows the situation and the players involved.

One of the manager’s biggest problems when you don’t know when
matches will be played is keeping the players keyed up.
Postponement — like our replay against Luton and the derby against
Chelsea being called off — and uncertainty can take the edge off your
build up. We've needed match practice, so we were pleased to be
able to play a friendly against the League of Ireland champions,
Shamrock Rovers, in Dublin last Tuesday.

The bad weather disrupts your outdoor training. Fortunately we
have excellent indoor facilities here — and other clubs have been
using them too. Millwall, for instance, had a couple of sessions here
before their Cup tie at Southampton.

I'm glad tonight's match is a meeting of First Division teams, given
our recent Arctic weather. If players can’t balance on a tricky surface
their skill is reduced. When a First Division side meets a Fourth
Division team for instance, an icy pitch can be a great leveller in the
lower club's favour!




THANKS TO UMBRO AND SIMOD
Junior Gunners would like to thank
Umbro for kindly donating a set of
Arsenal kit to tonight's Mascot John
Rattigan. We'd also like to thank Simod
Sports Shoes for donating a pair of
training shoes to John.

CALLING OLDER PLAYERS

We know some of you in the 12-16 age group
have been feeling a bit left out of our football
teams lately, because the matches e've
arranged have been for our younger
members.

However, we're pleased to say older
members on our waiting list will soon be
invited to play in forthcoming games.

We're also looking for boys in the 8-11 age
range, to form a team when we play younger
opposition again.

AS SEENON TV ... BUT NOT IN
ENGLAND!

Seven year-old JG Adam Gant, from Potters
Bar has been seen on TV by millions in
Scandinavia and lIreland . .. but not in
England.

Adam was our mascot for that great 1-0
win at Manchester United just before
Christmas. Because of the TV black-out in
force at the time, British viewers couldn’t
watch but the game was shown live on TV in
Scandinavia and Ireland, where viewers
watched Adam lead the Gunners out
alongside Kenny Sansom.

That Old Trafford afternoon was one of
those rare occasions when neither of our own
photographers was there either. So Adam
thought he'd missed out on a programme
mention . . . Till now!
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JOHN RATTIGAN

Our mascot tonight is 12 year-old John
Rattigan, from Dollis Hill. John goes to St
James Catholic High School in Bumt Oak, =
He plays centre forward for the school team
and for his local youth side, St Agnes,
Cricklewood.

St Agnes have won their league title for
the past three seasons and John is one of
their top scorers.

In the summer, John is a keen tennis
player. He also enjoys Gaelic football, and
walking his dog. :

He's been coming to Arsenal with his dad
ever since he can remember. His favourite
Gunner is Charlie Nicholas.

t/w%zd

Are you the face ringed in the
photograph opposite? If you are,
you've won two tickets for an Arsenal
home game this season.

All you have to do is brjng along your
programme and Junior Gunners
Membership Card to Debbie at the
Junior Gunners office and claim your
tickets.

You can do this between 9.30 a.m.
and 4.30 p.m. Monday to Friday — or
between 12 midday and 2 p.m. on
Saturday first team home match days.

FACE IN THE CROWD WINNER
Congratulations to Paul MecGrath, from
Bromley, who spotted himself in the
programme for our game against Aston Villa.
Paul has chosen two tickets for our match
against Chelsea.

Junior Gunner Adam Gant, pictured with one of his
two favourite Gunners, Stewart Robson. His other
favourite is Charlie Nicholas.

WELCOME, JUNIOR HATTERS

Welcome to all the young Junior Hatters.
from Luton who've come here tonight. We're
pleased to see you and hope you enjoy your
visit to Highbury.

PUSH UP TO 4,000 —
AND EARN A GREAT BONUS!
We want to boost Junior Gunners
membership up to the 4,000 mark. With your
help, we can do it ... And here's a great
bonus: if you get five of your friends to join
Junior Gunners, we'll give you two seat
tickets for a home match of your choice —
and your friends will each receive an extra
souvenir in their pack when they join!

To take part in our scheme, phone Debbie
or Lisa on (01) 3589 0205 — or write to them
for a special enrolment form.

LUCKY NUMBER

Today's lucky 1985/86 membership number
is 2184, The winning member should contact
Debbie to claim a mystery prize.

KEEP YOUR CARD SAFE!

We are alarmed by the number of Junior,
Gunners who are losing their memberShip
cards. These cards are valuable — so please
guard them carefully. Keep them in a safe
place at home, and look after them when you
come to matches.

JUNIOR GUNNERS WORDSEARCH:
THE ENGLAND SQUAD
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Fourteen players expected to form part of
England’s World Cup party are hidden in the
grid, reading in a straight line up, down,
forwards, backwards, or diagonally. Can you
spot them?
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IF WE GET THROUGH
TONIGHT'S TIE, BUT
TOTTENHAM AND EVERTON
HAVE TO REPLAY ...

If we win tonight's tie (or a replay on
Wednesday) we will be at home to the winners
of the Tottenham versus Everton tie in the
sixth round on Saturday (March 8), kick-off
3.00 p.m.

However, if Tottenham and Everton draw
on Tuesday, they are scheduled to replay on
Friday (March 7). If that happens, the sixth
round tie would be put back to Tuesday,
March 11, kick-off 7.30 p.m.

If the sixth round tie is played on March 8,
any replay would take place on March 12.

If the sixth round tie is played on March 11,
a replay would take place on March 18 or
March 19.

ARSENAL COMMUNITY
SPORTS PROGRAMME

Our community sports programme is
expanding all the time. Here's our latest range
of activities:
SUNDAY: Senior (over-18) tennis . . .
10 a.m. to 1 p.m.; cost is £2.50 for initial five
week programme, then 50p for every session.
JVC Indoor Cricket League.
MONDAY: Tennis for juniors (u-18s). . .
1 p.m. to 3.30 p.m., admission free.
TUESDAY: (except first team match nights):
Aerobics, followed by weight training . . .
6.15 p.m. to 8 p.m.; cost £1.50 for both
sessions.
WEDNESDAY: Tennis for juniors (u-18s) . . .
1 p.m. to 3.30 p.m., admission free.
THURSDAY: Senior citizens activity
morning . . . 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., admission
free.
Mums activity afternoon . .
cost 50p per session.
Senior (over-18s) tennis . .
cost 50p per session.
FRIDAY: JVC Indoor Cricket League

The JVC Centre is also available for private
events. For details, contact Vic Akers on (01)
354 3291.

Parking space is available and drinks
machines are sited in the JVC Centre.

.1p.m.to3p.m.;

L1pom.to3p.m.;




RESERVES
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By
Kevin
Connolly

YOUTH TEAM REACH FIFTH ROUND

Our youth team reached the fifth round of the F.A.
Youth: Cup with a 1-0 win over Wimbledon at
snowswept Highbury on February 5. But youth boss
Pat Rice was far from happy with the Gunners
performance.

Said Rice: "I gave the lads a rucking afterwards.
We can play a lot better. We made things hard for
ourselves’'.

Lawrence Osborne scored the only goal in the
second half, to avenge Wimbledon's victory over us
in last season's second round.

Arsenal: Hammond, Rivero, Thomas, Reid,
Dolan, Ball, Smith, Osborne, Merson, Allen, Turner
(Stanislaus).

ARCTIC WEATHER CAUSES

FIXTURE PILE-UP

Our recent Arctic weather has thrown the
reserves and youths fixure lists into chaos. The
reserves last played in a friendly against Barnet
on February 1. The youth team’s last outing
came in the F.A. Youth Cup tie against
Wimbledon four days later.

““We're working indoors, trying to keep sharp
and practising the basics of our game — as we
would at the start of a season,” says Terry
Burton: ‘"We won't have much chance to do that
when we start playing again — because we'll be
playing two and three games a week to complete
our fixtures.”

The youth team also face a pile-up. They're
still invalved in the F.A. Youth Cup, the
Southern Junior Floodlit Cup, and the South
East Counties League Cup. And those games
have to be fitted in on midweek dates.

PAT CALLED UP
Congratulations to our Youth team centre-back Pat
Dolan, who was called up for the Republic of Ireland
side that played England in the European youth
championship at Leeds last Tuesday.
Unfortunately for Pat, England won 2-0.
Congratulations also to our Reserve team full-
back Michael Thomas who was included in the
England squad.

GOALLESS ON THE OMNITURF
The youth team couldn't quite find their scoring
touch in a 0-0 draw at Q.P.R. on February 1.

"We're going through one of those periods when
we're not putting the ball in the net — but | was still
pleased that we're making so many chances,’” said
Pat Rice: “The lads adapted very fast to the
synthetic pitch, and we dominated the game after
the first five minutes.”

Nicky Hammond was the Gunners hero in that
early period, making two brilliant saves.

Arsenal: Hammond, Russo, Stanislaus, Reid,
Dolan, Ball, Smith, Rebuck, Campbell, Milton,
Lambert (McGregor).

MERSON ON TARGET

Paul Merson was on target with both goals when
our reserves drew 2-2 with Gola Leaguers Barnetin a
friendly at London Colney on February 1.

Merson fired us ahead midway through the
second half, after Barnet had led 1-0 at half time.

The Gola Leaguers scored a late equaliser.

“A friendly against Barnet was probably more
worthwhile than a lot of Combination games which
we win easily,” said reserve boss Terry Burton:
““Barnet have a lot of experienced players — and
they’'re as good as the better sides in the
Combination.” \

Arsenal: Wilmot, Caesar, Thomas, Whyte,
Adams Caton, Williams, Allen, Merson, Osborne,
Rivero.

Congratulations to our Associate Schoolboys,
goalkeeper Andrew Marriott and centre-back
Jamie Donnelly who were included in the
England squad for yesterday’s schoolboy
international against Northern Ireland at
Newcastle.

i i :
The snow sweeps down as midfielder Wesley Reid
starts another powerful run in our F.A. Youth Cup win
over Wimbledon.
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LAMBERT....

OVERCOMING HIS INJURY JINX ...

Steve Lambert is one of those unfortunate
youngsters whose progress has been hampered by
injury. Some players can go a whole career
without missing more than a handful of games,
but 17 year-old Steve has already missed nearly
two years of action through niggling injuries; they
seem to have a magnetic attraction towards him!

At the age of 15, his achilles tendons went and
for a year, he could only play on the odd occasion.
Living in Aylesbury, he only used to come to
Highbury for a week at a time, to train with other
schoolboys from outside London. Every time he
came to train, the tendons would go and so it went
on.
| was resting for four months, then coming to
London for a week’s training’’, he remembers.
“"Every time | trained, the tendons would go again
and I'd be off for another four months. It didn’t do
me any good, physically or mentally”.

It was a very testing time for Steve. He had
many doubts about whether he would be offered
an apprenticeship — or if he even wanted to carry
on with the game.

He was given another year to prove himself and
made good progress. He was just regaining his
confidence when he was injured again — this time
with back trouble which kept him out for three
months. -

Thankfully, he's been injury free so far this
season, when he's been playing in the youth team.

“It's very hard to get into the youth team
because we have so many good players and the
squad is so big,” says Steve: “Some of the boys
are older and they tend to be picked for the more
important games so | haven’t been able to hold
down a regular place yet'".

He spends most of his spare time travelling to
and from Arsenal. Still living at home means that
he is up at 6.30 a.m. so he can get to Highbury for
training.

During pre-season training, he had a 12 hour
day — not much fun for a youngster, but Steve is
used to that now. All that travelling does not leave
much time for a social life!




BY KEVIN CONNOLLY

SAFETY COMES
FIRST

Ar§enal managing director Ken Friar
discusses the implications of the
Popplewell report

Arsenal Stadium is one of the safest grounds find a different outlet’” he claims: “Football is a
in Europe = because Arsenal have spent over ripe target, because it offers a chance for
in recent years r'_naking sure it causing maximum disruption to other people’s

ety re ents. enjoyment with only a small risk of being

ig crowd.

Tid O TG
society’s problems; that ‘football hool
means hooliganism that happens around
football grounds — not hooliganism caused by
football, The distinction is vital.
"If football didn’t exist, the hooligans would

We've put a lot of work a Y
making the ground as safe as we can. Last
season 12 people were arrested out of a total
gate of over 700,000. That's 12 too many."
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LUTON

L uton Town's F.A. Cup
ambitions this season
have taken on the
proportions of a crusade.
So, though they drew 2-2
with the Gunners at home
in this fifth round tie, the
Hatters are determined to
pull out something special
tonight to retrieve the
situation.

Last season Luton
players virtually had their
studs in the Wembley turf.
And they still find it difficult
to believe how they had
their day of glory snatched
away from them.

Their semi-final against
Everton at Villa Park was
moving into its final five
minutes and Luton still led
by Ricky Hill's goal. Then
they conceded a free-kick.
Kevin Sheedy equalised.
Came extra-time. Everton
scored again. And Luton
were out.

Boosted by vastly im-
proved League form, Luton
have looked aggressively
confident in earlier rounds
this season. Goals from
Brian Stein and David
Preece gave them a 2-1 win
at Crystal Palace in round
three.
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DAVID PLEAT

PLEAT PoLicy PAYS OFF ’
After leading Luton Town back into the First Division in 1982, David Pleat
spent much of his time facing the threat of relegation. But he has always
insisted upon gettng out of trouble by playing positive, attacking football.
This season his policy is beginning to pay for Luton are now ideally placed
to finish in their highest-ever position’in the table.
David Pleat rose from reserve-team coach to team-manager within three

| years of joining Luton in 1974. He looked after the second team until

Christmas 1977 when he was given the first-team trainer's job. Then, within a

' matter of weeks, Harry Haslam moved on to Sheffield United and Mr Pleat

found himself in the managerial chair.

As a youngster with Nottingham Forest, Mr Pleat was picked for the
England youth team and celebrated his First Division debut for Forest by
scoring a goal. But he didn't get a great deal of encouragement at the City
Ground so he moved on to Luton in 1964.

He soon won a regular place and he was a member of the Hatters’ senior
side for most of his three-year spell with them.

On July 1967 he moved on to Shrewsbury where he remained for only one

" season. He then signed for Exeter City and spent two seasons in the senior

side at St. James Park. Another transfer took him to Peterbarough where he

| completed his League playing days in 1971.

He then turned his hand to coaching and returned to his old club at Luton
in 1974.

Mark North and a Rovers’
defender shot the Hatters
to a 4-0 victory.

After their set-back at
Kenilworth Road, where

They then had a home tie
against Bristol Rovers, the
Third Division side that had
its tail up after their victory
over First Division

Leicester. Luton ensured Mick Harford's equaliser
there would be no more earned them tonight's
giant-killing from Bobby replay, Luton come to

Highbury determined to
take one step nearer to

Gould's team. Goals from
Mick Harford, Ricky Hill,



Wembley — an experience
they last enjoyed back in
1959.

LES SEALEY (Goal-
keeper). Les has played
himself back into the Luton
side this season. He began
his League career with
Coventry in 1976/77 and
completed over 150 First
Division games before
moving on to Luton in 1983
for £120,000.

TIM BREACKER (De-
fender). Tim is a former
Luton apprentice. He made

his early League ap-
pearances in 1983/84 and
FORM GUIDE
Luton Town results so far this season as follows:
(AN League matches unless stated]
Res  Scorers Crowd
Nottingham Forest(H) 11 Stein 11,318
Newcastle United (A1 22 Nwajiobi, Harford 21,304
West Ham United (A) 10 Harford (pen 14,104
Arsenal Ml 22 Nwaijiobi, Stein 10,012
Aston Vila (A} 1 Stein 10,524
Chelsea ) 11 Harford 10720
Evertan w02 %6419
PR (H) 20 Harford, Foster 9508
Sheffield United
(Milk Cup) (A 21 Stein, Nwajobi 9000
Sheffield Weds (A} 23 Harford (21 17,887
Ipswich Toan  (HI 10 Nwajoi 855
Manchester Ut (H) 11 Stein 17454
Sheffield United
(Milk Cup) (H 31 Preece, North, Hil 5660
Oxford United (&) 11 Stein 10626
Southampton  (H) 70 Nwajiobi, Stein (3)
1 pen, Hill,
Preece, Daniel 8876
Liverpool (W 23 Foster, Harford 31,488
Norwich City ]
Milk Cup H 02 821
Birmingham City H) 240 Stein, Harford 8550
Tottenham
Hotspur () 31 Harford, Stein, Hil 19,163
Coventry City  (H 01 9607
Watford (&) 21 Thomas, own goal 16,107
Manchester City (H) 21 Stein (2 10,098
Newcastle United ) 20 Herford, Norh 10319
Nottingham Forest(d) 02 12078
West Ham United () 00 14,598
WEA A 21 North, Harford 12,508
Ipswich Town (&) 11 North 16,155
Leicster ity M) 31 Harford () 10817
Crystal Palace
IFAC) (A) 21 Stein, Preece 5886
Cheisea W 01 7,102
Aston Vils  H) 20 Newell Stein 10217
Bristol Rovers
(FAC) HI 40 Harford, Hil,
Narth, own goal 12483
Arsenal (A) 12 Herford Al
Southampton (A 21 Newell Stein 13,740
Arsenal (FAC) (M) 22 Hill Harford 16,799
0PA A1 Newell 10282

established himself in First

Division football last
season.
STEVE FOSTER (De-

fender). Steve started as a
striker with Portsmouth but
soon switched to a
defensive role. Brighton
paid £130,000 to sign him in
1979. He won three
England caps and played
for the Seagulls in the 1983
F.A. Cup final replay but
moved on soon afterwards
to Aston Villa in a £300,000
deal. Luton signed him for
£70,000 in November last

season.
MAL DONAGHY (De-
fender). Mal has played

both as central defender
and at left-back for Luton
and N. Ireland. He was
signed from Larne for
£20,000 in 1978 and is now
a regular member of the N.
Ireland team, winning his
39th cap against England
this season.

MITCHELL THOMAS
(Defender). Mitchell
served his apprenticeship at
Kenilworth Road made his
League debut three seasons
ago and has been a regular
for the past two seasons.
He's probably  Kenny
Sansom's closest
challenger for the England
left-back spot.

Harford, North, Preece.
ARSENAL: Lukic, Anderson,
Sansom, Williams, 0'Leary,
Keown, Allinson, Rocastle,
Nicholas {Mariner), Woodcock,
Rix,

PETER NICHOLAS (Mid-
field). Former Gunner
Peter won his 40th Wales
cap against Hungary in
October. He began his
career with Crystal Palace
as a full-back but later
converted into a forceful
midfield player. He came to
Highbury in a £400,000 deal
in 1981 but found himself
eased out in 1983. He
returned to Palace in 1983
and Luton signed him for
£150,000 last season.

RICKY HILL (Midfield).
Ricky joined the Hatters as
a schoolboy and has been a
first-team regular for eight
years. Three seasons ago
his performances were
rewarded by a call up to the
England squad and he won
full caps against Denmark
and West Germany. He was
recalled to the England
squad for the recent
international in Egypt and
was in again for last week's
friendly in Israel.

DAVID PREECE
(Midfield). David has happy
memories of Highbury for
he was a member of the
Walsall side that knocked
us out of the Milk Cup here
two seasons ago! David,
who joined Luton from
Walsall in a £150,000 deal
last season, developed in
the Saddlers' junior teams

ASHLEY GRIMES

and made his League debut
in 1981. He won a regular
place in the Walsall side
three seasons ago.
ASHLEY GRIMES (Mid-
field). Ashley was
transferred from lIrish club
Bohemians to Manchester
United. He made his
League debut for the Reds
in 1978 and was capped on
16 occasions by the
Republic of Ireland. He was
valued at £200,000 when
Coventry signed him in
1983. Luton signed him a
year later.

MARK NORTH (Mid-
field). Mark developed in
the Hatters’ junior teams
and has been blooded in the
first-team this season. He
has been holding a place in
midfield since December.
He did enjoy a brief run in
League football last season
while on loan to Lincoln.
BRIAN STEIN (Forward).
Brian was blooded in
Luton’s first-team in 1977
and led their scoring list for
the first time in 1980/81
with 19 goals. The
following season, when
they won promotion, he led
the way again with 21.
Brian has played once for
the full England team and
also has three under-21
caps. He has scored 16

BRIAN STEIN

times this season.
MIKE NEWELL
(Forward). Mike
was signed from
Wigan for £85,000
in January when
Mick Harford was
.. out injured. Mike
N2 began his League
career with Crewe
two seasons ago

but, after only three games,
he was transferred to
Wigan. Last season he
scored 13 times and he had
netted 19 times this season
before his transfer. He
scored his first goal for
Luton against Aston Villa a
fortnight ago.

MICK HARFORD (For-
ward). Mick returned to
first team action in Luton’s
4-0 F.A. Cup win over
Bristol Rovers — less than
three weeks after
undergoing a knee
operation. He's netted 17
times this season, and
scored Luton’'s goal to
cancel out our lead at
Kenilworth Road.

Mick joined Luton from
Birmingham in November
1984 in a £200,000 deal. He

began his career with
Lincoln City. He's also had
spells  with  Newcastle,

Bristol City and Birming-
ham.

When he joined New-
castle from Lincoln in a
£200,000 deal in 1980, it
was a record fee for a
Fourth Division player.




Tony Woodcock

takes on right back
Rob Johnson.

NUNGSBADEN

viv Anderson chat

lan Allinson (partly
obscured) drives
home our
equaliser after
Ricky Hill had
given Luton an
eighth minute
lead.

David
Rocastle nods
home Tony
Woodcock's
cross to put
us ahead. It
was David’s
first senior




KEVIN
CONNOLLY

It was only last season when John Lukic’s
career stood at a crossroads. Birmingham
wanted him. John had visited St Andrew'’s.
Then he drove back to Hertfordshire,
arrived on Bob Wilson’s doorstep, and told
our ‘double’ hero and goalkeeper coach he
planned to prove just what he could
achieve — at Highbury.

Now the Gunners fans sing ‘England’s
number one’ to greet him. Our
Scandinavian Supporters Club voted him their
player of the year. And the 6ft 4in giant from
Wilson’s home town of Chesterfield was put on
stand-by for an England call, for the January trip
to Egypt.

John, who jeined us from Leeds in the summer
of 1983, is proving the quality that once marked
him out as England's Under-21 ‘keeper with a
glowing future in front of him.

That doesn’t surprise Wilson. “John joined
Arsenal from Leeds a season after they'd been
relegated — and playing in a relegated side affects
a goalkeeper's confidence more than it does a
player in any other position,” says Bob. "'Even the
great Peter Shilton suffered for a while when he
was at Stoke and they were relegated. And a
goalkeeper with great potential, like Mervyn Day
never got over West Ham dropping into Division
Two.

| thought when John arrived, it would take him
two or three years to rebuild his game and his
confidence — and he’'s done that ahead of
schedule.”

It gave John a big psychological boost when he
got into the first team midway through last season
— and stayed there.

The incredible Pat Jennings had already seen off
younger challengers like George Wood and Paul
Barron. John had been Pat’s understudy for 18
months. But this time Lukic was in for keeps.

Says John: “I've come out of myself more this
season. | am more dominant around the box. My
confidence has grown through playing regularly in
the first team. The crowd have been great to me,
and I'm enjoying my game."’

Wilson wants to see him grow even more
dominant round that penalty area.

“John is very strong, very tall, and he has a
great pair of hands,” comments Bob: “I'd like to
see him come and catch crosses 15 or 16 yards
from goal, like Bruce Grobbelaar does. He can
take the knocks. He must believe in himself —
because he has the ability.”

Wilson points out that goalkeepers often reach
their peak much later than outfield players. The
mighty Jennings played until he was 40, the great
Dino Zoff played his most memorable games when
he'd turned 35, and Shilton is still England’s
number one, at 36. In goalkeeping terms, 25 year-
old Lukic is but a baby with years to improve
ahead of him.

’His improvement has been terrific. Watch him
train and you'll see how hard he works,"” says
Wilson “For such a big man his ability low down is
extraordinary, and he's very smart at narrowing
attackers’ angles.”

Wilson believes Lukic has shot into the ranks of
those top quality ‘keepers who can turn a match
with a brilliant save. John has made plenty of
those; penalty stops at Manchester United and
QPR when the games were goalless — and we
went on to win both, a fabulous save from Steve
McMahon when we led 1-0 against Liverpool and
the Reds were pouring forward, an incredible
second half display at Leicester when he made
four brilliant saves and the Gunners escaped with a
2-2 draw when they could have been buried in the
closing minutes.

Yet John prefers to remember his bad games
rather than the good ones. “You learn most from
your mistakes. | try to analyse everything |'ve done
wrong so | can put it right. That's the only way I'll
improve,” he says.

The Scandinavian honour, and the England
stand-by, came right out of the blue. “When | was
told I'd won the award, | thought at first it was a
wind-up,” he admitted: “And I'd never thought
about playing for England, let alone going to
Mexico for the World Cup finals."”

Wilson has thought about it. “’John has worked
his way to the fringe of the squad. He's got to go
on from there,” he says, adding firmly: “After
Peter Shilton, John Lukic has been as consistent
as any 'keeper in Britain this season.”
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Paul
78th
back

A moment of hope
8 Mariner shoots our
minute goal to cut
Villa's lead

Close, but not close
enough Villa
'keeper Kevin Poole
falls as Niall Quinn’s
effort clears the bar

Typical action
from those furious
last 20 minutes . . .
Villa 'keeper Kevin
Poole 'leaps to
punch clear as the
Gunners queue up
in the penalty
area.




There is no getting away from it. Arsenal always
seem to be taking stick from someone!

““We get far more than our fair share of
criticism,"” claims England fullback Viv Anderson:
“And it is very unjust.

““| don't think we do anything different to any

other club in the country really. We have our good

spells and our bad. But every time you pick up a
paper there always seems to be someone willing
to knock us!

“"Happily we are slowly earning more favourable

comments because of the results we're achieving

and how we're getting them — and that's a good

thing."

The basis of the Gunners resurgence has been a

solid defence. Viv points out: “'If you look at our

goals against, we have the third best record in the

First Division.

“In that respect we have done really well as a
back-four — and although earlier this season we
were tending to hit a lot of long balls out of
defence in the last three months we have played
more balls to feet and got a lot of good results.

“Qur system has been criticised since John
Cartwright took over as coach last summer but
our game hasn't altered that much. | still get

forward into attacking positions — in fact probably

more so now than | did before. | am quite happy
with our pattern of play."”

Viv's previous experience was gained with
Nottingham Forest, for whom he made over 300
League appearances — and he maintains that

there is far more pressure put on players with top

London clubs.
“Nottingham is a relatively small place
compared to London and we didn’t attract the

attention of the national media in the same way as

we do at Arsenal. You can get away with a lot

more in Nottingham than you can here; that’s for

sure.”

"‘But there are always two sides to every coin
and the rewards here are a lot greater if you d
achieve success. For example. |f Arsepal manage
half we achievedsa

By
COLIN
BENSON

LETTERS
FROM OUR
SUPPORTERS

ROTHERHAM VICTORY

On Page 78, of the Arsenal Handbook 1985/86 it can be
seen that Arsenal played Rotherham United at Highbury
in the Third round of the Football League Cup, season
1972/73 and won 5-0.

In the programme for the F.A. Fourth round v
Rotherham United this information was omitted from
the panel on page 10 headed 'Past Matches between
Arsenal and Rotherham'.

Perhaps the inclusion of this letter in the next
publication of Highbury Hotline will help to refresh the
memories of all our supporters of this fine victory.
Ron Powell
Bristol
Hands up! We made a mistake and forgot to include
that result. Thanks to Ron for pointing it out.

STATISTICAL ODDS

Your readers might be interested to know that the odds
against 37 or more away matches resulting from a
sequence of 54 cup draws (see your comments on Mr J
Glover's letter in the Rotherham match programme) are
about 220 to 1. Who can call us lucky Arsenal after that?
Edward Lazarus

Finchley

LONG SERVING FAN
My husband'’s cousin, Mr Harry Petty of Clapton Park,
this year celebrates 40 years of being a season ticket
holder of Arsenal. | really think this must be an
achievement in these days when football support from
older people has gone down.

Cou|d you give him a mention in the programme for
being such a loyal supporter.

He is not aware | am writing to you, so would be a
nice surprise!
Mrs T Rose
Ashby-de-la-Zouch
Leicester

LETTER FROM WARSAW
You don’t get many letters from Poland so you may be
pleased to know that you have some fans here also.

| am twenty-one years old and an Arsenal supporter
living in Poland and would like someone to correspond
with me. My favourite Polish club is Legia Warsaw and
my other interests are reading and music.
Tomasz Jundzill
Ul. S. Kaliskiego 29/103
01-489 Warszawa
Poland

VIDEO RECORDINGS

| am a 26 year old Arsenal supporter who would like to
get in touch with anyone who could supply me with
VHS video recordings of any Arsenal games from the
past 15 years. | would especially like a copy of the 1979
F.A. Cup Final.

|

[

| sl |

B ]

| read in a programme last year about an enquiry
about the possibility of recordings being made of
Arsenals games and offered for sale by the club — are
there any further developments in this matter?
K Bell
15 Kirk Street
Milngavie
Glasgow G62 7PN
Plans for video sales are still being considered. If we do
decide to sell match videos, we'll make an
announcement in the programme.

ANOTHER FUNNY PICTURE

| am enclosing a photograph for the ‘Around the World"
collection. It was taken in Italy whilst my boyfriend and
his mates were on holiday — they thought it would be
amusing as they are Spurs supporters!

Karen Furnace

Edmonton

PROGRAMME WANTED (1)

| am writing to you as one of the many Arsenal
supporters whao travelled to the Milk Cup Quarter Final
against Aston Villa at Villa Park.

When | got into the ground | was very disappointed to
find that the programme kiosk had sold out of
programmes and | was wondering if any Arsenal
supporter could help me obtain a copy of this
programme.

B Mandell

38 Borrow Dale
Robert Street
NwW1 4DH

PROGRAMME WANTED (2)

Due to unforseen circumstances | was unable to get an
Arsenal v Manchester United programme this season
dated 24th August and was wondering if any of your
readers could help me in obtaining one — it is the only
one | haven't got in years.

M Charles

29 St Marys Road

Peckham SE15
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. FOOTBALL
COMBINATION
QOpponents F—A Att.  |Pos FlXTURES
1985/86
'y illic d i i Woodcock Rix A 17 Millwall
17 — Liverpool 0-2 |38261 |- Lukic Anderson Sansom Williams O'Leary Caton Hubsunl Allinson Nicholas , 1 ug. illwal a0
20 _ Southampton 3-2 |21.895 Lukic ~ Anderson  Sansom  Willams  O'Leary Catont  Robson | At | SKighales - Woodoock i Aug. 20 Fulham 6-0
24 —Manchester United i s [ cuble Andersan Sansair] ngams-r OQLLeary g:ig: ;ggzg: Ag'ljlli.liso:n P R‘l;z:g:g: Wo:%ccsgk‘ Rix Mariner @ Aug. 31 Swansea City 30
g-f :t:.‘g:;:fgm ?:[2) }g%; }g t::::f ﬁ;g:;ﬁgﬁ g:::gm D:z;: M;ia'::;f Caton Robson Ai_linson Nicholas Woodcock' Rix nAﬂda!ms Sept. 4 Southampton 51
3 —Queens Park Rangers 1-0 |[15.993 |8 Lukic Anderson  Sansom Davis O'Leary Caton Robson  Allinson’ N’:"“*:“"'“, WW%‘:}CLC;’::, g:: et Sept. 7 Queens Park Rangers 50
7 —Coventry City 2-0 (12,189 |56 Lukic Anderson Sansom Davis O'Leary Caton Robson A"'”SO": I\’l!‘: h° IB"' \A:!Ioodcock R MarfHige Sept. 14 Brighton & Hove A. 3.0
14 — Shaffield Wednesday 1—0 |23.108 |3 | Lukic  Anderson  Sansom Davis Q'Leary Caton Mopeon,  Alnsoa i e each e Mor Sent. 21 (Charton Athleic 150
21 —Chelsea =7 33,241 |7 Lukic Anderson Sansom Davis Q' Leary Caton Robson Allinson Nhllg:r;ln lns Woodcock RIK i a.nner. ol X
26 — Hereford United (MC2 1L) 0-0 6,049 Lukic Anderson Sansom Davis Q’Leary Caton Robsont Allinson Nfchc’las Wmdmck R"‘ Vf,"f“"re’. Sept, 28 Chelsea ) 2-2
28 —Newcastle United 0-0 |24104 6 | Lukic  Anderson  Sansom Davis O Leary i L = s e R T Heaoo Oct. 5 West Ham United 4-2
5 — Aston Villa 3—-2 18881 |5 Lukic Anderson'  Sansom Davis Q’Leary Caton Wh’:'tﬂ A"!nsng N'mh c;as‘ \;00;'35'( B X Pkl Oct. 19 Reading 61
8 — Hereford United (MC2 2L) 21415789 |— Lukic  Anderson'  Sansom Davist O'Leary Caton Wh\”e M!’“‘O e s Rix Boatie® Oct. 26 Ipswich Town 32
12 —West Ham United 0-0 |24,057 |4 Lukic Anderson Sansom Da\-“is’ O(;Lfar\"f Eg{g: Wh‘\;:: AH;:ig?\ Nirl:?lo'lja?r ngdggzk R:: Rgﬁ::ﬂg. NOV. 2 \R/atford 2.2
19 —1 i 1-0 19,623 (4 Lukic Anderson Sansom Davis ‘Leary : 5 . =
26 —h'l,:tv;ll-g!‘\:mast 2-3 |17.7% |6 Lukic Anderson  Sansom Davis' O'Leary Catan Ly :I"I'."“’“"‘f Nb:""i‘h"fas, wc’ﬁmct RR'."' R‘ﬁhs‘:‘;' Nov. 6 Tottenham Hotspur 11
30 —Manchester City (M) a1 ||18=00 1= | ik Auoaman cprEed Dave, Queary | eawn Wilisms  Alinsont  Nicholas  Woodcack Rix Whyte® Nov. 9 Birmingham City 3.0
2~ Mo Gty -0 1520 15| ke Gncemn. SEEOm TR Ol Caton  Willams  Alinson  Nicholas' Woodcock _Rix Whyte Nov. 12 Swindon Town 2.2
16 —Oxford United 2—1 19,632 |7 Lukic Anderson Sansom Davis' O'Leary Caton Williams Robson Nicholas m"d";d' I HHBVGS g“!nson. Nov. 23 Oxford United 4.2
19 —Southampton (MC4) 0-0 18,244 |- Lukic Anderson Sansom Davis O'Leary Caton m!:tiams 202500 t‘_C:D:aS ngdggzk H:V::‘T’ W';‘S:’e". Nov. 27 Millwall 1-0
23 —West Bromwich A. =g pawm (0| e Gnowm s Davia i) oo Wlars  Robeon!  Niahotas® Weodiodk Haves!  Allson Nov. 30 Portsmouth 0-1
— MC4R) 1 = ukic nderson ansom avis 4 5 "
B Ry 3T 1687 |7| Likc  Andoon  Samom  Dave  O'leary Catn  Willamst  Robson Nicholos  Woodcock  Hayes  Alinsone Dec. 7 Crystal Palace 50
7 —Southampton 0-3 |15052 |8 Lukic Anderson Sansom Davis O'Leary Caton Williams Robson N'K;\ °|35| g”i::F %’I T H:lsoes Dec. 14 Luton Town 20
14 — Liverpool 2-0 (35048 |7 Lukic Anderson Sansom Davis O’Leary ﬁeown A::!nson Hobson N!ghg'::‘ [;Ju:‘nn Ri: Wh‘;fte Dec. 21 Norwich City 11
21 —Manchestsr United =0 (R ] iis Fersc M < i e it Koown  Mlneon  Rotsont Nicholss'  Quinn Rix'  Woodcock' ® Jan. 4 LutonTown 30
- UKic S = . r 5
2? 4%:@;:.”“,:‘3? 0-0 (45,109 |7 Lukic Anderson  Sansom Davis O'Leary Keawn ﬁf!nsm gﬂcam:ﬂ NN‘C,:“,'“; 061"_:0'? F:I:‘ Vmgg;ggz: Jan. 11 Swansea City 61
4 —Grimsby Town (FAC3) 4-3 (12,829 Lukic Anderson  Sansom Davis O’Leary Keown Al:‘,“s‘)“ R°§35“’-, N!°h°|::, Q”‘gg e At Jan. 18 Brighton & Hove A. 30
18 —Leicester City 2-2 |11,246 |9 Lukic Anderson  Sansom Davis O'Leary i e R Nihoiae  Ohin Rk Woodcock® Jan. 21 Queens Park Rangers 41
22. — Aston Villa (MCS) 1—1 |26,093 |- | Wimot Anderson  Sansom Rocastle O’Leary Caton ARSOn obson !‘:h"l“ O“‘. Ai Wondiok e Jan. 29 Norwich City 01
25— Rotherham United (FAC4) 5-1 |28490 Lukic Anderson  Sansom  Rocastle  O'Leary Keown:  ANinsantip: Rebson' 1" iivpaoks il R;" Woodcock Mar. 1 Chel H
1 — Luton Town 21 |22,473 |7 Lukic Anderson  Sansom Rocastle O'Leary Keown  Allinson'p  Mariner Nicholas Q”!”" R" ™ 0‘:’ ’:";. ar. elsea 5
4 — Aston Villa (MC5R) 1-2 (33,091 |- Lukic Anderson  Sansom Rocastle O'Leary Caten A‘:""'SG"T; Mariner' NN“:_.h‘I’lﬂs ) 'Jt;"'" v R“‘ N‘;D eock Mar. 8 WestHam United H
15 — Luton Town (FACS) 2—-2 (15799 |- Lukic Anderson Sansom Williams O'Leary Keown Allinson’  Rocastle icholast oodcoc ix ariner Mar. 15 Bristol Rovers A
1 —Newcastle United : Mar. 22 Tottenham Hotspur A
3 —Luton Town (FACSR] Mar. 29 Fulham H
8 —Aston Villa (6) FRIENDLY IN DUBLIN Now you can book tickets for all our league matches, throughout the Apr. 5 Watford H
11 ~lpswich Town Hed Last Tuesday (February 26) season by ringing our Dial-a-Seat service on 01-226 4050. We accept Visa Apr. 9 Birmingham City A
:g _wmm Un we travelled to Dublin to play and Access cards, Make your Dial-a-Seat application at least 72 hours Apr. 12 Oxford United A
2 :chamry City a friendly against League of before the game you want to watch — and we’ll send the tickets to you. A : 18 Swindan Town H
29 —Tottenham Hotspur Ireland champions, Shamrock You can book tickets by post too. Write to The Box Office, Arsenal AP’- 53 C;‘-"I “A hW_ 5
31 —Watford Rovers, to give us match Stadium, Avenell Road, London N5 1BU. Please enclose correct pr. a"?” thletic
§ —Manchester City {SF) practice. Rovers won 1.0 remittance plus stamped and addressed envelope, Apr. 29 Crystal Palace A
8 —Nottingham Forest through a 26th minute Noel Or, you can make a personal application at the Box Office between 9.30 May 3 Portsmouth H
:g _gm Wed fay Iéra;::: goalin front of.an 8,000 a.m. and 5 p.m., Monday to Friday, and from 9.30 a.m. before first team To be arranged:
19 —Oxford United Our team was: Lukic Satutday homageis. ) Bristol Rovers H
—Mil " : The price of reserved seats for home league matches are: £4.50 (lower 3
20 —Milk Cup Final (Wilmot), Caesar (Hill), Caton 2 Reading H
26 —Waest Bromwich A. (Adams), Hayes, O'Leary, tier), £6 (upper wing block), £6 (upper, next to centre) and £8.50 (upper Southamsion A
3 —Birmingham City Keown (Whyte), Allinson, centre). Ipswich Town A
10 —F.A. Cup Final Rocastle, Nicholas, Quinn, & i
d Rix. eserve Friendlies:
Tocmnge @ Substitute used. +Player substituted. “Own goal. AAfter extra time Aug. 24 Tottenham H. 41
Oct. 9 Gillingham 6-1
Oct. 21 Maidstone U. 4-2
Up o wnd insluding Setirday 22nd Fetiruary 1965 (Up to and including Saturday 22nd February 1986) LEAGU E FIXTU RES
HOME Goals AWAY Goals GOALS 1985/86
PWDLFAWDILF AP P W E; |i Q(F’ 2‘; P;; Aug. 17 Cambridge United 10  Dec. 14 Cambridge United  0-0
011 2 2415 8 3 42920 & Arsenal 2% 19 gl : :
st Unitsd 29 10 3 228 6 8 2 4 26 17 8 Chelsea 28 19 3 6 B4 28 4 :“9‘ i‘: g:'l’“:" Athletle il ?E"- 2; g:arl""“ Athletic :_g SOUTH EAST COUNTIES
Liverpool 3011 4 13613 4 5 521 2084 West Ham United % 18 3 4 8 43 39 ug. else an elsea DIVISION ONE
Chelsea 2711 1 22714 5 5 3 18 15 54 Watford ) 26 156 5 6 63 32 3B Sept. 7 Fulham 51 Jan. 6 LutonTown (FAYC3) 0-0
WestHam United 26 9 2 128 10 6 4 4 14 14 51 Norwich City 283 14 6 8 ;‘; gg : Sept. 14 Gillingham 21 Jan. 11 Fulham 00 {Up to and including Saturday 22nd February 1386)
Luton Town 30 85 12 8 65 4 7212548 Luton Ly I ® w - Sept.21 Ipswich Town 0-1  Jan. 14 Luton Town (FAYC3) 2-0 GOALS
Notiinghsm Forest 29 8 2 52820 6 2 624 22 46 & b Prork: HMonS 5 14 4 9 B0 43 Sept.28 Cambridge (SECLC-1)3-1  Jan. 18 Gillingham 11 PW D L F AFPs
Arsanal 03 vk %3 ADETN Oxford United 9 13 5 11 6 4 31 Oct. 1 B'mouth(SJFC-11 7-1  Jan. 25 lpswichTown 30 e V8 ? W5z 8 BN
Sheffield Wednesday 28 8 4 22522 5 3 619 22 46 Ipswich Town % 13 4 9 46 3 B Oct. 5 Millwall 21 Feb. 1QPR. 00 Totbsham tiotspur W 1B 1 3 e 11 3
NewcastieUnited ~ 28 7 3 3 2519 4 6 516 24 42 Millwall 2 11 2 10 3B 8 A Oct. 12 Orient 51  Feb. 5 Wimbledon (FAYC4) 10 Millwall 21 12 4 5 4 27 B
Machewcly 20 7 6 3,21 16 4 2 8 ¥ % & Bristal Rovers 2 ) B85 C# Oct. 19 Parismauth 51  Mar, 1 SouthendUnited A Chelsea 1 12 3 4 61 27 7
Watford 27 9 2 23014 2 4 816293 Southampton 26 8 7 11 45 58 23 - ' Watford 19 11 2 6 52 37 24
Tottenham Hotspur 29 7 1 629 18 4 4 7121838 Crystal Palace 26 9 5 12 41 60 2 Oct. 26 Q.P.R. 42 Mar. B TottenhamH. H West Ham United 20 8 7 65 49 3% 2
Coventry City 31 4 4 B273 5 4 616 24 35 Charlton Athletic 25 10 2 13 46 B4 22 Nov. 2 Southend United 30 Mar. 15 Watford A Charlton Athletic 2 8 g }D 3? éz %g
Southampton 20 9 4 22711 0 3111030 34 Birmingham City 2% 9 4 13 3 59 2 Novi,. o TotsakamHBtpE 11 © A 5iNorwich/City A E‘iiﬁ':;“h‘l‘.‘é" g g 2 2z o3 oel o8
Queens Park Rangers 20 8 3 4 21 12 2 11110 31 3¢ [P Brighton & Hove A, go& 4@t B 8 Nov. 16 Orient (SECLC-2 50  Apr. 12 WestHam United  H NGl iea 2 28 9 n B %
Leicester City B 473IBR 22URBT Foeh a2 LR a e B Nov. 23 Watford 40 Tobearranged Fulham 2 s B 12 7 W I
i : i own i 10
?"‘°.‘"h"‘T“"°" 223 23 g 12:3 13 ;‘; ? 22 ‘3 > ﬁ Reading 2 5 4 14 26 66 14 Nov. 25 Chelsea (SJFC-2) 10 Orient H :?:nv:g:r?d-‘g-e o a 3 1.0 aiae 8
ey % 26 61518 3 4 7182 Swindon Town 24 3 5 16 4 78 1 Nov. 30 West Ham United  4-1 Watford (SECLC3]  H s Tt ey 2 = &R ¥R s
Bimingham City 20 4 110 917 2 3 910 25 22 Swanses; City % 3 ¢ xR B Dec. 3 Plymauth A. (FAYC2)5-0 Portsmouth H Orient ® 0 2 17 7 s 2
West BromwichA. 30 2 4 81327 1 312124116 Portsmouth: 2pts deducted for fielding an ineligible player. Dec. 7 Norwich City 10 West Ham U (SJFC3) A
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by FIONA COHN

WHO IS THIS MAN
ROWLLY...:

f?

Who is this man Steve Rowley?
Well, if he carries on the way
he's been going, he’ll have had
a big hand in building the
Arsenal team of the future.

He has been scouting for the
club for six years. At the
moment he's our assistant
Youth Officer — which involves
helping Terry Murphy with
London trials and looking after
the Northern boys when they
come to London.

But his top priority is heading
our scouting network in Essex,
Norfolk and Suffolk.

Steve has always been
involved in football — playing
for the district and Sunday
teams until he was 18; then
hanging up his boots so he
could concentrate on running

local team Gidea Park Rangers.

After that, he graduated to
liford Football Club — and

that's when Arsenal approached-

him.

Although he was a staunch
West Ham supporter, he used-
to visit Highbury regularly to
watch ex-liford player-coach
Terry Burton taking training
sessions with the youngsters
from his area.

He was so impressed with
Terry's coaching — and the
way he treated the boys — he
decided if the opportunity ever
arose for him to work for
Arsenal, he would jump at it.
Since he came to work for the
club, he's never looked back.

He loves his work. The
prospect of spotting new talent
excites him.

His first catch was Tony

Tony Adams, Steve's first catch.
Adams — and watching Tony's
development into an England
U-21 cap over the last six years
has given him great
satisfaction.

Since Tony, he has brought
lots of youngsters to the club.

But what does scouting really
involve? Steve thinks the public
harbour some misconceptions
about what really goes into the
10B.-

"There is much more to do
than going to a game, watching
a player and signing him up”,
he explains. "“It's a much more

complex process than that.
Because the competition
between clubs for young
players is so stiff, scouts must
become involved with the boys’
parents and schooling and be
genuinely interested in their
welfare”. In his regions, Steve
has four scouts working for him
(and ultimately Terry Murphy).
Before a boy is asked to come
to Arsenal for a trial, all five
scouts will have watched him
play and discussed his
potential.

“To start with, we look for a
boy's all round ability; pace,
skill and touch’’, he says. “But
even more important than that
is his attitude, because however
good he is on the field, if he
hasn’t got the right approach
and a strong character, he'll
find it very difficult to make it.”

Because of this detailed
vetting procedure, Arsenal sign
far fewer schoolboys than most
other top clubs. The Highbury
policy is a matter of quality
rather than quantity.

And it's almost as thrilling for
the scouts when ‘their boys’ are
offered professional forms as it
is for the boys.

Apart from Terry Burton,
Steve cites Steve Burtenshaw
as the man who's had the
greatest influence on him . . .

""He is so professional and so
good when it comes to dealing
with the parents”, says Rowley:

- “In fact, he has been the

Steve Rowley . .. a man with a big hand in shaping
Gunners teams of the future

difference between many of the boys signing for
Arsenal as opposed to another club. He's also been
the cornerstone of the youth set-up and he is
someone you can always look to for help and
advice."”

Rowley also runs a centre in Grays, Essex — for
boys who can’t come to Highbury during the week.
He admits he's ‘totally committed’ to his job. But
despite the time and effort he puts in, he is not a
full-time member of staff at Highbury. Steve's
ambition is to work in football full time, but realises
that only six years involvement in the game renders
him a comparative novice. He hopes that when his
youngsters start breaking into the first team, his
time for recognition will come.
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ARSENAL CROSSWORD No. 473
Compiled by John Barrett

ACROSS
2. Anold United name (11)
9. Arsenal recruit from Portman Road (7)
10. Money-raising efforts (7)

11. Andy and Eddie, in Essex! (5)

12. Deteriorating like a pitch? (7)

13. Teams for the wings? (5)

15. Demotes Eric at last (9)

16. Prove too strong for (9)

18. Fitness checks (5]

21.  Sick birds? (7]

22.  Mick Mills City (5)

23. Used 1o be Forest's keeper (7)

25. Stretched to the ball (7]

26. Was a Leicester goalgetter (4,7)

1. Hurts(7)

2. Stan, League Cup medal winner in 1969 (7)
3. Encloses circles? (5]

4. Every club hopes to have them (5,6)
5. The score you'd expect (3)

6. Inaccurate, when shooting (3,6)

7. He plays on his own! (7]

8. Leavesa clubor comeés back (7)

12. Watford defender (4,7)

14. Fan with drink in super enclosure? (9)
16. Pilayed against (7)

17. Getting paid in anger, perhaps (7]

19. Fall on, like a 'keeper (7

20. Chelsea’s David (7)

22. Not prepared to play (5)

24, Noscore(3)

ON THE BALL No. 18
Every answer has five

letters and the first

one fits into the top

line, but you have to

decide where the rest

must go.

A starter for Silkman
Malcolm or Ally
Lloyd of England
“The Railwaymen”

ANSWERS TO No. 17
Group, Brian, Hurst, Walsh,

SOLUTION TO CROSSWORD No. 472 IN LAST PROGRAMME. Across
1. Blackburn Rovers, 9. Scapegoat, 10. Extra, 11. Even, 12. Rival, 13. Enic
16. Belgian, 18. Lincoln, 19. Left leg, 21. Shilton, 22. Team, 23. Nines, 24
Uses, 28. Above, 29. Play an ace, 30. Sheffield United. Down: 1, Basketba
teams, 2. Agate, 3. Keen, 4, Utopian, 5. Netball, 6. Over, 7. Eating out, £
Stand on one's head, 14. Mills, 15. Unfit, 17. Left alone, 20. Glimpse, 21
Steward, 25. Start, 26. Jeff, 27. Warn.



n tucks away 8
r

jan Allins0 alty for ou

minute pen

Niall Quinn and
Martin Keown
. (partially
| obscured) go
charging into

_ the tackle-
i 5

Paul Mariner outruns ax- :
. gunner Peter Nicholas.

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
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ARSENAL

Red shirts, white neck and
sleeves, white shorts, red socks

JOHN LUKIC

VIV ANDERSON
KENNY SANSOM
STEVE WILLIAMS
DAVID O’'LEARY
MARTIN KEOWN
IAN ALLINSON
DAVID ROCASTLE
CHARLIE NICHOLAS
TONY WOODCOCK
GRAHAM RIX

TIEAIMIE 1Yy

400 g

%
3
LUTON TOWN 2=

=
White shirts, black shorts, fm“\'
orange and white socks

1 LES SEALEY
ROB JOHNSON
MITCHELL THOMAS
PETER NICHOLAS
STEVE FOSTER
MAL DONAGHY
RICKY HILL
BRIAN STEIN

- MICK HARFORD

10 MARK NORTH

DAVID PREECE

0 00N OO, WN

=}
N -

OIFIFTICTALS
REFERE

MR. ALLAN GUNN (Burgess Hill,
Sussex). Purchasing Manager.
Married with two daughters. Com-
menced refereeing in 1965 in Sussex
and progressed via Football Com-
bination. Interested in swimming and
squash. Refereed F.A. Youth Cup
Final in 1980, lined 1982 Charity Shield
and France v Brazil in 1978. Refereed

1985 Milk Cup Semi-Final.

LINESMEN:

Mr. P. DON
(Middx.)
Red Flag

Mr. A. J. BUNCE
(Oxon)
Yellow Flag

The reserve official today has been ap-
pointed by the North Middlesex Referees’

EEEREEEEEE

BRIGHTON & HOVE ALBION
PETERBOROUGH UNITED

MILLWALL
SOUTHAMPTON
WATFORD
BURY

WEST HAM UNITED
MANCHESTER UNITED

SHEFFIELD WEDNESDAY
DERBY COUNTY

COMING GAMES AT HIGHBURY

If we beat Luton tonight, we will be at
home to the winners of the Tottenham v
Everton tie, in the F.A. Cup sixth round
on Saturday (March 8}, kick-off 3.00 p.m.
provided Tottenham and Everton do not
have to replay on Friday.
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