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THE handful of
fans who arrived
early to Hatters’
first home game
of the season
were treated to
3 soccer Sspec-
tacular.

For Luton’s
youngsters scored
their 12th goal in
two games and ham-
mered their Division
Two counterparts
from Spurs 6-2.

Striker Kurt
Nogan grabbed a
hat-trick to go with
the four he netted
against Reading in
Hatters 6-2 win on

Wednesday.
Coach John
Faulkner said:

“We're really, pass-
ing the ball around
well this year, play-
ing with confidence
and with a lot of
quality and we're
getting a bit of
+| sucess as well,
which adds to their
confidence.™

HATTERS CHOPPED and
changed in the face of a second
successive long-ball onslaught —
and it almost paid off.

Seven days earlier they had been
drawn away from their familiar passing

game into battle at
Hillsborough, and
finished vanquish-
ed.

Boss Ray Harford
brought back ball
players David Preece
and Ashley Grimes to
tackle the Wimbledon
battering ram.

And for 25 minutes
after the break, it work-
ed, as Hatters clawed
their way back from 1-0
down to take the lead.

But the defence —
with Rob Johnson re-
called in place of sick
Tim Breacker — was
not the rock it was

against Sheffield Wed-
nesday.

Wimbledon had all
the early chances and
would have taken the
lead in the seventh min-
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ute but for the brilliance
of Les Sealey.

The ’keeper, who
handed in a transfer
request at the end of
Jast season, pulled off a
magnificent reflex save
to deny the Dons an
early lead.

The game appeared
to be heading for a
first-half stalemate until
in the 41st minute, giant
John Fashanu picked
out Dennis Wise, and
the tricky wide man was
up-ended in the box by
skipper Steve Foster.

And Fashanu it was
who stepped forward
from just a couple of
paces to bamboozle
Sealey who was left root-
ed to the spot.

Hatters had struggled
up front despite con-
stant pressure, includ-
ing a string of early
corners.

Danny Wilson forced
Dons’ Division One
debutant ’'keeper Ron
Green into consecutive
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LUTON: Sealey, Johnson. Grimes. Williams. Foster,
Donaghy, Wilson. Preece, Harford. Oldficld and Black.
Subs not used: Wegerle and Dreyer.

WIMBLEDON: Green, Joseph.  Phelan, Ryan.  Young.
_ Scales, Gibson (Turner). Fairweather, Fashanu.  Sanches
(Brooke), Wise. »

Attendance: 8,067.
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saves but he was rarely
called into action.

And it was his own
defence that finally beat
him on the stroke of
half-time.

Wilson sent in a hope-
ful high ball which
Lawrie Sanchez took on
his chest. As a host of
Hatters appealed for
handball, Mick Harford
kept his concentration
and whipped over a
cross cum shot which
Ryan turned past his
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Northern Ireland in-
ternational Kingsley
Black finished off Hat-
ters best move of the |
game by nodding his
first senior goal for Hat-
ters in the 57th minute.
Foster started the
proceedings with a de-
fence-splitting ball
which allowed Harford
to find Wilson. He fed
Johnson down the line
and the full back —
who found his touch as
the game wore on —
crossed a marvellous
ball onto Black’s head.
But Hatters defence
was back on the rocks |
as the half hour ap-
proached.
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and the gentleman n 4
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