Sad Everton
so close to
humiliation

By a Special Correspondent

Everton 0 Luton Town 2
g;/tEﬁ”{fON S injured captain
chiffe enthused in the
match programme that hjs
Welsh international col-
league Southall was the best
goalkeeperin the world.

At the end of prob ‘:
bleakest afternoopn Gaob(%istgg |
Park has suffered since the for- ?
tunes of the club took an
upswing four years ago, that
assessment remained valid,

If not for Southall, the embar-

rassment of being comprehen-
sively beaten by such moderate-
ly accomplished opponents
claiming their first away Leagué
win in 10 months, would haye
turned to humiliation.
_ He parried a Black drive after
74 minutes, only to be beaten by
Oldfield who followed up from
the edge of the area. Ten min-
utes later, Black scored after a
superb Oldfield pass.

Earlier Southall produced two
brilliant saves to keep out a Wil-
son header and a Johnson drive.,

Without Ratcliffe’s pace and
know-how, Everton’s defence
looked makeshift. That was per-
haps not surprising when the

back four on Saturday included
only one natural defender —
Watson.

What must cause more con-
cern, however, is that Cottee,
Britain’s first £2 million striker,
and Sharp, who would fetch even
more if put on the market tomor-
row, failed so crucially to convert
chances. Two of those opportuni-
ties had come and gone by the
13th minute. |

Colin Harwvey, the Everton
manager, attempted to explain
his ‘team’s display by claiming
they seemed too tense. ‘‘We
played a bit frightened. Fright-
ened when we had chances,
frightened when we had oppo-
nents against us,’” he said.

Everton: Southall; McDonald (Clarke 81),
Wilson, Snodin, Watson, Reid, Heath, McCall,

Sharp, Cottee, Sheedy.
Luton: Sealey; Johnson, Dreyer, Williams,
Foster, Donaghy, Wilson, Oldfield (Allinson 90),

Harford, Hill (Breacker 83), Black.
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DAVID OLDFIELD, from Down
Under, ifted Luton to their first
~in of the season at Goodison
Park as they punished big spend-
ars Everton for their frivalityis;" F
While the Merseysiders and
£2m acquisition, Tony Cottee,
squandered chances galore,
Luton, with no pretentions to
being among the ‘super-lea-
guers’, took theirs to deserve
their first away victory in the
First Division since last Decem-
ber at Watford. e e B
A relieved manager, Ray Har-
ford, said: “It was important to
get that first win under our belts
and to get out of the dreaded
bottom three. We worked |
and created our own luck.”
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