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HAVING MADE the slow start that
had become a worrying feature of
their previous three games, the Town
almost embarrassed Manchester
United in the second half at Old Traf-
ford on Saturday.

Forcing their way back into contention with
neat football, they saw debut boy Richard Cooke
hit a post, and an Tain Dowie effort fly inches
100 high as a restless crowd fidgeted and waited
for the final whistle,

‘I have no complaints about the attitude and
application we showed,” said manager Ray
Harford. “‘Evep the bad start, with United
scoring very early, produced a £00d response.
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Neither goalkeeper wag overworked, but Leg
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the late John Kilgannon was on target in a 4-1
defeat.

They made problems for themselves this time,
with United helped to a goal in the third minute
David Preece sliced an attempted clearance in-
to his own penalty area, David Beaumont's
header dropped to the opposition, and Russell
Beardsmore was given the ball on the right. His
pace took him clear of Richard Harvey, and
although Mark Hughes miscued his shot the ball
ran on kindly for United Milne, on the far side,
placed on a low drive into the corner of the net
from close range.

The Town had to d

efend for a spell, with a
couple of off-target shots by Danny Wilson and
Mick Harforg spoiling promising breaks

Ricky Hill, Preece and Wilson all worked
well to get up in support of Harford and Black,
and the two front men worked willingly to help
the Town evep up the balance of play.

But they were caught stretched when United
got their second, Brian McClair's through-ball
pierced the defensive cover and Clayton
Blackmore came from deep to run through'and
score,

The Town looked calm in possession, but Mal
Donaghy  a left back, did enough .. .. job on
Hill to earn Ferguson's nomination of man of
the match,

Harford mage himself available on either
flank, up fron or deep, and often dragged two
OPponents out of position.

But for all their neat approach work, the Town
could not get (o close quarters for the first hour
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