LAST NIGHT'S SOCCER

' Rampant Luton

. put Charlton in
- relegation zone

By John Ley
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" LUTON TOWN moved out of the bottom three of the

. First Division for the first time in a month, with an
emphatic victory at Kenilworth Road last night.

While Luton — unbeaten
since their Littlewoods Cup
final defeat — moved into 16th
position, ahead of Sheffield
‘Wednesday on goal differ-
ence, Charlton dropped into
the relegation zone.

On this performance, they will
struggle to avoid the drop to the
Second Divison after three
years battling to stay in the
‘First Division.

Charlton’s fate was decided in
the first half, as Luton, inspired
by the towering Harford, forced
a four-goal lead. Only after
Jones’s arrival did Charlton
look like scoring.

Charlton face Wimbledon and
Derby at home and Nottingham
Forest away, knowing their
future is as insecure as at this
stage in the last two years.

Lennie Lawrence, their man-
~ ager, used a five-man defence
with Shirtliff sweeping in front
- of the back four trying to halt
“Harford’s aerial threat.

Mr Lawrence said: “We are

walking a tightrope and there is

- no safety net. I will call on them

to show some pride. If not, then

it is through the trap door, play-

ing in front of crowds of 3,000 on
somebody else’s ground.”

Luton’s destruction began in
the 11th minute, Wilson prod-
ding in Harford’s header. In the
24th minute, Walsh headed past
~ his own goalkeeper and in the
42nd minute, Wilson scored his
lith goal of the season despite
pleas for offside.

Shell-shocked Charlton could
~ do little three minutes later as
Wegerle’s cross dropped low
and Harford scored.

HOW THEY STAND
HOME AWAY
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Arsenal ......3410 5 23215 10 4 33517 69
Liverpool .....32 8 5 225 810 4 33016 63
Norwich .....35 7 7 42220 9 3 52322 58
Nottm For ...33 6 7 32213 9 5 33124 57
Tottenham ...37 8 6 53124 7 6 52921 5
Coventry....36 9 3 62621 5 8 51818 53
Derby ... 8418 372117 7 4 5i5.16/52
Millwall ....3510 2 62620 4 7 61826 51
Wimbledon ..3510 3 52917 4 5 81824 50
Man U ........ 3¢ 9532411 37 71517 48
QPR 35 7 551914 5 6 72019 47
Everton .....33 8 6 22917 3 5 91525 44
Southamptn .36 5 7 62325 4 7 72639 41
AstonVilla .36 7 5 62421 2 7 91932 39—=Q
Middlesbro .36 6 7 52829 3 5101630 33|
Luton ... 3 7 6 53121 2 5111030 384
SheffW ....35 5 5. 61821 4 6 91326 38 =i
Charlton .35 4 7 62124 4 5 91930 36~
Newcastle ...35 3 5 91725 4 4101333 30
West Ham ...32 2 6101830 4 2 81022 26

Jones had been on the pitch
for only 10 minutes when he
converted Humphreys’ 71st
minute cross and, after Wegerle
had added Luton’s fifth, Jones
replied again in the 83rd minute
from another Humphrey pass.

Luton Town (4-4-2): Chamberlain;
Breacker, Foster, Beaumont, Dreyer; Wilson,

Hill, Preece, Black (Cooke 76); Wegerle,
Harford.

Charlton Athletic (4-1-2-3): Bolder; Hum-

- phrey, Pates, Caton (Williams 45), Reid; Shirt-

liff; Mackenzie, Walsh; Lee, Crooks (Jones 61),
Mortimer.

Referee: T Holbrook (Walsall).

® Sheffield Wednesday will
play West Ham at Hillsborough
next Tuesday in the first Foot-
ball League match to be held at
the stadium since the FA Cup
semi-final disaster. Wednesday
were originally due to play Nor-
wich but the League ordered the
switch to avoid West Ham fall-
ing behind with their fixtures.
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Charlton defender Colin Pates challenges Luton’s Ricky Hill (right)

for possession




