ing day of his first full season
Kenilworth Road.

Steve Coppell was happy with the paint at Luton
and suggested that 1o team could be judged until hall
@ dosen games hod been played. He was delighted
With e way his summer signings had settled in, with
Kric Young's £450,000 transfer from Wimbledon

reunitiog him with Andy Thorn.

His predecessor Ray Harford might agree: he is
now manager at Wimbledon, who lost 10 at home to
Arsenal o few Bours after he forecast in a national
newspaper that his men would put the fear of God into
the Gunners.

the draw is O

had come thy

into the First
little bit

“All the coaches like Ceri Hughes as a pl
we have our fingers crossed that he is

C100 WINNERS
WEEK 27

COMMENCING MONDA Y
20th AUGUST

509
MRS E. SWEENEY, CLIVE ROAD,
LUTON, BEDFORDSHIRE
prizes A1509, B1509 1509
D509 E1509. F 1500
TUESDAY 21st AUGUST
01109

MRS Coox, ":II STRI

UZZARD
5 consolation prizes A1109 81109
EN109, F1109. G 1109

MITCHIN ROAD,
€
5 consolation prizes A2744. 80714 C27
D274, E2744 G2744 %
THURSDAY 23rd AUGUST

MIDAS CLUB ||

that Jast step.
the step for a

Hughes was

level. The

® ON THE BALL: John Dreyer, the new
defence under the watchful eyes of David Preece.

Pleased to have
one in the ba

JIM RYAN was in no doubt that it was a
point gained. and not two lost, on the open-
charge at

But he admitted: “We could have lost to Luton,

Mr. Ryan was please

hardest part is

ith in them, and | am prepar
them the opportunity until such time when it looks
though they are not going fo ma

i

’ie::‘SUCCESS: lain Dowie is too

® HEADING F

skipper, breaks out of

K, with two home games coming up.

the way his young men

h have got good kids. The
ting them (o make the big jump up
Division. They need someone to have a

to give
as

But we don’t underestimate the size of
19-year-old. We are playing in a very

difficult and cruel league

subbed by Jason Rees late in the game,
but nat becanse of his form. It was just to introduce 1
fresh pair of legs on an exhausting alternoon, said the
manager

BOTH MANAGERS made the point at
Kenilworth Road on Saturday night that
you cannot make judgements on football
teams on the evidence of the first day of
the season

I know what they mean. I had contrasting though
ts, being disappointed that two home points had es-
caped. butat the same time encouraged by the quali
ty of some of the Town's foatball

CONTINUAL IMPROVEMENT

It got better as the match progressed., thanks 10 a
woal that gave them it in the last few seconds of the
first half

Tain Dowie came to the rescue with a headed
equaliser which did wonders for confidence, and led
t0 an improved team performance after the break

But one problem was that neat and entertaining
football rarely fooked like producing the decisive
thrust in the penalty area

Yet we should be grateful for a rarity — it was the
first point the Town have managed on an opening
day since John Moore’s team went to Leicester in
1986, when Brian Stein val gave them a 1-1 draw

A finisher of Stein’s quality would be a Godsend

today as a complement to Dowic’s power and deter
mination. Meanwhile much will rest on the man who
has made immense progress in the past 12 months,
and on Kingsley Black and Lars Elstrup

and application was good.
We stuttered a bit in the first half, and all credit to
every one of them that they overca

“The resultis.a point in the hag, and it’s always nice
0 get the first one. First games of the s
often scrappy, the sort of
This one wasn'

“On the whole

are very
games you never remember.

1 was pleased with everybody. We
started poorly but dragged ourselves up, and played
some entertaining football.”

He accepted that the
threat 1o the Palac
attacking play in the seco
on that problem,
game.

¢ should have been more

“That's the most difficult part of the
To some extent it's tied up with the way we
want (o play, and sometimes you can’t get everything
coming together on the same day.” 4

quick for Andy Thorn and gets in first to put th,
on the facing page was taken a split second later.

Brian Swain reports
Pictures: Josh Levy

We know Black is quality, and it shone througho

aday when he was playing his first e 150 gameafegh |

a stomach muscle operation in the summer: 5
Elstrup is still not the player we thought he il
when Ray Harford signed him — but 4 ,;\,,,"'nf

and fickin;
If that can be a
shooting chances more

pted 10 get him into the boxigl
often, one of my worries wi

be cased
TEENAGER FLOURISHES
Saturday’s gi

towards dispell

Ithough

shortofinjury cover in that department followingthe
sales of Danny Wilson and Mick Kennedy

Ceri Hughes. 19, justified his selection in Wilsony
ald position with ce that grew in maturi
ty and flowered brightly when the Town enjoyed
their best spell, in the second half

David Precce ha ime, while Darron
McDonough gave everything as the defensive manin
the middle. He might al 1dded the firepawer
that must be f hen he did wellta

set up lat

spoiled it witha volley on th

into the ¢
As

hy Dowie, then
which went high

deserving credil
on would he 1o
Mercvely it ht a couple of
lion spentonitin

But I lik rship of David
Dreyer, and they
o he manager for the
"D ! t of hother by

) Tan Wright five yards

PERFECT HEADER

h Glyn Hodges
(0 runs Enic
Your into the far

Earl with a clearer
 potintoa

1 it would
H t
turned 00

to close

right, and

-3
=
v =3
. »
:
® Town

\

start he began to show his touch as the Town gl
more into the game, particularly when dropping ol

the Town are |

STRIKES TO

RARE POINT

mri\hmc} People

SPECIALIS hel i::.h"xv‘alundinn
(5§28041

® Bkl e, e = -
i i leaves £1 million
: been more if Breacker had been SEASON’S FIRST: lain Dowie’s heat!e' i
e e i ;oalkeeper Nigel Martyn unable to do anything but watch the ball hit

the net and it’s 1-1 in the last minute of the ﬁ'rst hal:.

ed on

A short passing move built u
lineset James free down the left win
the run and Dowic's header bull

FOILED AT THE DOUBLE

And he might have got a winn:
Martyn was much relicved tc J ng 20-yard
pledriver and then cling on to r ]
 Dowie incredibly got in behir wr
lomeet the rebound

The problem was that no-on
rget, except for an early dri
Falace defended with nine men du
second half supremacy
Others will do the same on the pitch they |
bie and the Town's abili !
defence will be the key
But as two manager it's to
estrengths and abilities of anyone with a 38-match
0 only 90 minuc

LUTON TOWN 1 C. PALACE 1
(Half-time: 0-0)

hamberlain Breacker, Beaumont, Dreyer
Hughes (Rees 81 mins), McDonough, Preece

TOWN: ¢
James;

Bi;

P:;\\.I_mn-.nxm.,, Other sub: Harvey

S Martyn: Humphrey, Thorn, Young
Thore' 21a%, Hodges (Dennis 86 mins), Gray

"'Vu‘;lhrh\' Wrigl "Reilly
THE GOy TEM. Other sub: O'R

i
"\;:;.R("’\l ATTEMPTS: Both teams five saved
R Cirers: 5.3 1. b

RE orners: 5-3 to Palace

0 REE Alan Giunn, Susscx ——kept it owing well
m‘;."\"“"ul minor scufMles with a persuasive chat.
it fg DANCE: 9,583 "y drop of 800 on Palace’s
resl g ¢ al home game of last season, when the
Ui e 2™ more desperate for the Town and

¢ followers seem

buy them guest

ENTE
} ey TAINMENT: A b of o misture

Were Joog RN sometimes in the heat




