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THE NEWS that Ceri
Hughes faced surgery for a
knee injury was the last
straw for Jim Ryan on
Boxing Day.

He was mortified by a perfor-
mance which was the worst he
had seen since he became
manager. It was hard (o believe
how bad it was — and certainly a
sad contrast to what we saw three
days later @ Chelsea.
Hopefully, despite the absence of
suspended Steve Williams on
Saturday the Town will not make
the same mistakes in the FA Cup
at Bramall Lane.

APPEALING

At Kenilworth Road the bot-
tom club in the First Division

leserved thelr first away victory
of the season.

The Town defence — but not
the manager — thought Brian
Deane was offside when he raced
through for the winner in the 715t
minute. Mr. Ryan was more wor-

‘Offside’ decider
no more than the
strugglers deserve

LUTON TOWN 0
SHEFFIELD U 1
nea.bunnmmhq of pushing
out and then standing still o

appeal in vain as Deane helped
hmulrmhkunm'ulntﬂu

*There was Ml to enjoy about
the Town's Inept performance,
with the big boot and hope too
often employed instead of pussing
with a bit of brain.

United, nothing more than u
hard-working team unit, were the
better side.

One late shot by Lars Elstrup,
which produced a good save by
Simon Tracey, was all the Town
could muster on a cold, wet and
windy day.

United could have won more
handsomely — Carl Bradshaw
missed three acceptable chances,
including one cleared off the line

er.

In public Mr. Ryan was sub-
dued and careful in his cholce of

which he agreed did not deserve |
three points.
Privately, in nearly an hour
behind locked dressing room |
doors, he was much
ing, il Pirasiiatia
blunt terms that they had to do
better L0 keep their places.

MATCH DETAILS
TOWN:  Chamberlain, Johnson,

Dreyer, Harvey
(Beaumont, 45 mins); Hughes (Farrell
54 mins), Williams, Preece; Black,
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