A TYPICALLY

CHRISTMA
HAN

RINGOLEY G

\")

"@ Ca |

clinical finish from Kingsley Black 'f-inaHy re-

lieved Luton's Chnstmas hangovex ending a mlserdble festive sea-

son for the Hatters.

And when retferee
Michael Reed blew his
whistle. 30 seconds
Into injury time. you
could sense that feeling
i the crowd {00
alongside the cheers as
Jim Ryan's team finally
rediscovered winning
form. !

Admittedly Chelsea
were lacking the likes of
intlernationals
Townsend. Duric and
Nicholas. but that won't
bother Ryan who said
before the game 1t was
the result that mattered.
not the manner in which
it was achiceved.

So it will thus be of

much comfort to the
manager that the perfor-
mance was good as
well. especially in the
second hallf.

The horrors of Totten-

ham and the gloom of)

Sheffield United were
forgotten as the Town
recorded only their sec-
ond win in 12 lecaguc
outings 1o cnd the year
on a happy note.

It was certainly a
happy Ryan who alter-
wards pointed out:

"We played today like
Luton Town teams are
expected to play. and
sometimes it takes a‘re-
ally poor performance Lo
shake you out of the bad
things. :

to replaee

LUTON TOWN 2 CHELSEA 0

“We got back to domg
the lhmux we're good- at.
and 1t was agood open
game that was entertain-
ing for the fans."

The 2-0 wriumph vin-
dicated Ryan's decision
lan Dowic
with Scan Farrell up
[ront. and bring the
lively Jason RLL\ Into
midfield.

Of Dowic's omission,
for the first time in- the
lcague this scason. the

manager COH]IHL‘HICdI

- "It wasn't so much a
casc of leaving Dowic
out. but of a player who
has been pushing his
claims for a long time.

“He has desenvied his
chance and did a Uood
job for us.’

Farrell was anehes
away from celebrating
his full lecague debul
with goal. amid much
confusion surrounding
the first Luton score.

RPreece’s inee ick in
flael came ofif Chelseats
Cundy. after Farrell and
Lars Elstrup were both

credited with the final

touch. ,

Bt Fanrell and El-
strup struck up a good
partnership. and the . 21-
year-old debutant later
steered the ball back to
Black to crack in the

period.

goal which scaled the
game. ‘
Chelsca were left to
regret missing golden
opportunities in the first
with  Dixon
(wice a culprit.

The Blues usually

play good ftootball at
‘Kenilworth Road and

were always dangerous
on the break.

In many ways their
attacking style suited
Luton: but there were

“anxious moments for the

Lhome side. not lcast on
22 minutes when Stuart
rounded Alec Chamber-
lain only 1o see Me-
Donough clear the goal-
bound effort.

Having weathered
that storm. Luton domi-
nated alter the break.
with a Marvin Johnson
header cleared ot the
line. and Elstrup twice
going closc.

But the two goals
sounded that audible re-
et e e QS0
crowd.

A year which began
in turmotl. tound tri-

umph and joy in May.
and  new

hope in
September. ended thank-
fully in three points with
good prospects lor the
year ahecad.




