AN INJURY-time
strike  that sent
Luton Town o
their fourth home
defeat of the season
may have been
cruel on ateam that
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Everything went wrong after

the interval, with no hint of the

disasters to come in a very
first half, played at high speed
and with both goalkeepers forced
to make a couple of good saves

UNLUCKY
lain Dowie was unlucky twice
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a header whic
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h was netted in the
420d minute bt ruled sut by
very tight offside decision. He and
Farrell were teamed up after Lar
Elstrup limped off with a knee in
Jury which kept him out of Safur
day's game against QPR

But after the interval the hack

@ ON HIS WAY: David Beaumont on the

# ]

ball.

FA C eplay
four all seemed to lose their marb-
Chamberlain the disaster could
have been even greater. And the
men left out for QPR could hardly
complain — Chamberlain was the

only Town player to leave Upton
Park with any

credit and it says
about a team when a
goalkeeper is a star
night when they have bee
5-0

man on a
stuffed
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HOME pAGONY

Sports Editor Brian Swain reports

Action picture: Josh Levy

of the season

cighth goal He got in behind the

ffom a free kick in the Rangers defence to
J6th minute chase along headed pass

He was fouled by by Rodger, but lost his
simon Barker @ yard cool and hammered a

drive wide from four or
five yards range

Nine minutes later a
Wilkins free kick sent
David Bardsley clear
down the right, and his
long cross was met by
Ferdinand’s well-placed
header for the equaliser.
r  The Rangers striker
must have  wondered
why there was no Town

outside the box and the
left foot shot was
erfectly placed, over
ﬁf Sl nd_ bétween
Kenny Sansom’s head
and the bar, in the top
right corner.

“Mark Pembridge, the
Town's midfield driver,

which rose fracti
100 high and the only

fime Rangers threaten-  challenge — the centre
ed in the first half was  was the sort of ball you
when McDonough tried  would back defenders to
asurge through the mid-  clear every time
dle and lost possession Black had another
Fortunately ~ Andy shot deflected and
Siton shot at Alcc  Beaumont put one wide
Chamberlain when he  as the Town tried o get

might have equaliscc
Two mint

yver the shock, but long
he  before the end I was wil

ling the ref to blow for
nd let us settle for

the draw

Match Details

LUTON TOWN 1 QPR 2
Half-time: 1-0

TOWN: Chamberlain; Beaumont, McDonough, Rodger,
Dreyer; Pembridge (Holsgrove 77 mins), Williams,
Preece; Nogan, Dowie, Black. Other sub: Harvey.
RANGERS: Stejskal; Bardsley, Tillson, Peacock, Mad-
di, Sansom; Wilkins, Barker; Allen, Ferdinand, Sinton
(Meakin 73 mins). Other sub: Rutherford.
GOALS: Kingsley Black for the Town, 16th minute, 13-
yard free kick after he had been tripped by Simon
Barker; Les Ferdinand twice for Rangers, header in the
S6th minute and solo run and shot in injury time after
the Town were caught stretched trying to convert a
comer at the other end
UTHER STRIKES: Town six saved and seven wide;
mevs three saved and four wide. Corners: 9-5 to the

His man
Hisspeed off the mar

MTENDANCE: 8,479 — second lowest league gate of

e season and 1,200 fewer than for Rangers' last visit

'lnmm: Mike Bailey, Cambridge — excellent, always
£asy control.

BOOKED: Steve Williams for dissent, his tenth yellow

£ard of the season to earn anather suspension.

mmmm: Shocking for Town fans who saw their

! promise a bit and achieve nothing. Oh for a Ray
Wilkins in midfield! 3

Mike Bailey was the
best referec we have
seen this season, and ad-
ded a lot of stoppage

ccause Sinton had
tretchered off in
the 70th: minute with
severe concussion after
catching a Beaumont
boot in the face.

Paul Holsgrove went
on for his league debut
with 20 minutes to go,
and much as 1 like Jim
Ryan I could not agree
with his choice of Pem-
bridge as the man to

And most teams have
defenders big enough to
compete in the acrial

Rangers certainly
when the Town wo
comerin injury time

CAUGHT

Bardsley cleared it to
Bradley Allen, an 18-
yar-old member of a
gifted football family.

He set Ferdinand free
down the middle as the
Town were caught stret-

leave on an afternoon

when Nogan was so  he kept cailm and

much out of touch placeg, Soe 2hof, patr
e bl s thayAlec_Chamberlain to

send hundreds of Town
fans heading towards
the exits.

The goal came 55
secondsintoinjurytime
Another four minutes
OPTION had to be endured
before the final whistle,
and it felt like four
hours.

hardly
Town side
convincing.

one on the
looked too

The passing football
that used 1o be the hall-
mark of Luton Town,
especially on the plastic,
was scen only fitfully, BONUS
and as the nerves get  But atleast there was
frayed we sce more and @ little bonus or two,
more of the optimistic headed for me by the
high ball whacked in the ~ return of Rodger
direction of Tain Dowie Mr. Ryan needs every

Hard though he works ~ bit of experience he
to win them, itisstill too  find for the difficult task

casy an option for thatisahcad

players who should be At 23 Rodger
able to vary things a lot qualifies in the current
more. Luton Town context

August
25C. Palace (h) 1-1 (Dowie
28 Arsenal (a) 1-2 (Elstrup)
September
1Southampton (a) 2-1 (Elstrup 2)
4 Man United (b) 0:
8 Leeds Utd (1) 1-0 (Black) ..
15 QPR (a) 1-6 (Hughes)
22 Coventry (h) 1-0 (Dowie]
29 Norwich () 3-1 (Elstrup3).

October
20 Sunderland (a) 0-2.
27 Everton (h) 1-1 (Elstrup)

©® NETTED: Kenny Sansom leaps in vain as Kingsley Black’s free kick
‘:‘hg curls into the top corner to put the Town ahead.

A real choker

for the boss |

QPR coach Don Howe
was the happier man
when the managers met
the Press on Saturday

cvening. hospital for 24 hours for

Hehas been saying for observation, but  suf-
2 long time that Rangers fered no serious damage.
are not as bad a sideas  Jim Ryan was knock-
their league table place ed Natby another defeat.
suggests, and thought The Town are still look-

they proved it against the

Town. winof a year now intoits  able for the first time think we would have
second month. since Mr. Ryan took won."

PRAISE o charge. “The manager u.l.::

: : RETURN had no complaints about

His praise for L TIGHTER the effort his players

was on two aspects: the  He understood how et i ,

Kingsley Black goal and  the fans felt: “It was just He said his changes g their anxlet

the excellent work done, 85 ch veretomaks neeleactS S0 P o el
led by Dr. Bill Berry, o said. “The least we tighter, even though men iry time.
help Andy Sinton, when should have got was one like Richard Harvey ANXIOUS

he was knocked out by &
boot in the face.

The blow was like 2
boxing uppercut — “It
rattled his brain, and his
eyes were rolling.” “We
nton was kept in

on so far

didn’t

Holsgrove (1), Breacker 8.
‘games: 20, Last season’s total: 27.

LEAGUE GOALS: Eistrup 12, Black 5, Dawie 4, Dreyer 3

pens, Hughes 1, James 1, 0 1 (Cundy, Chelsea).
THE FA CUP

Ja
 She Utd ()31 (Farell, Estrp 2

26W. Ham (1) 1-1 (Black]
30W. Ham (a) 0-5)

APPEARANCES: Three each zy ﬂ\lmb:ﬂlpﬂ. JIMH‘-
, Harvey, Pembridge, McDonough, Preece,
Tl Bk v Williams 2, Dowie 1 (1),

trup and Black. Farrell 2(1),

ing for their first league

point, and it was a real
choker to lose right at the
death. And both goals
were caused by elemen-
tary defensive mistakes.
attack.
with as much conviction

v of players used, 24

as we have done. We  thesame job with fresher
gave them only a couple  legs and that is why Paul
of chances, but they took  Holsgrove was sent on.
them both.” A turning point was

The boss was pleased  Kurt Nogan's miss early
with the return of in the second half. “If we
Graham Rodger, avail- had gone two up then |

might have given him
‘maore going forward. “We thought it was

On the substitution, our last chance (o get a
when the crowd booed  winner from the corner.
the manager because But we were (o0 anxious,
they disagreed  with and got caught out. Lack
Mark Pembridge being  of concentration cost us
taken off Mr. Ryan said: dearly.
“We kept forwards on  “But the attitude and

because  we  wanted effort were good overall.
goals. And apart from Lars
“1 had asked Mark to  Elstrup 1 don't have

do the forward running anyone waiting in the
and he did. | wanted wings who can change it
someone to go on and do  very much.”

MIDAS CLUB

COMMENCING
MONDAY 28 JANUARY
B. TRIPP, CARDIGAN COURT,
Lt
£5 consolation prizes A2861, B2861, 02861,
E2861, 1l

Beaumont 1. One as sub: Rees and Johnson. F2861, G286
TUESDAY 29 JANUARY
GOALS: Elstrup 2, Farrell and Black one each. - .m..:l:::lnmlm
W
December cuP £5 consolation prizes B7315, C7315, D7315,
1. Forest (a) 2-2 (Elstrup 2). THE RUMBELOWS mﬂx_mus,nms X
PWDLFAWDLFAPS  gpeenal(h)1-1(Dreyerpen) September WEDNESDAY 30 JANUARY
2493025 65117 751 15, palace(a)0-1- 25 Bradford () 1-1 (Harvey)
23920276 64 2161251 5pgpyrs(a)1-2 (Dowie October et el e uuwu-nm.wmaouculwﬂ.
24 73 11712 7 3 31711 48 0-1.. 10Bradford (a)1-1 (Black) —
P82 20011 4§ 31210 A3, oo 06 iaek) e £5 consolaton prizes MSED, CAS60, D4SE0.
247332311 4521414 40 {qqq APPEARANCES: Chamberlain 2, Dreyer 2, Bea/hlc THUR:
24742215 34491238 jnay Hughes 2, Presce 2, Black 2 Dowl Z farven & PO Eanta
an 24 6 4 31915 3 4 41718 35 "4 imbledon (a)0-2. (1), James 1 (1), Nogan 1 (1), Breacker 1, ! MRS WHITING, HIGHBURY ROAD,
Ch Iy... 237131813 2 7 31618 35 4 soyuthampton () 3-4 (Elstrup, James, Williams 1, Johnson (1) UTON
,,n:"‘l': 24 8 4 12214 2 1 81627 35 D?:,,,p;., mwmmw;-k:‘!w“-w“'
Yotim oy 247152123 3171119 32 19{geds(a)1- GOALS: Harvey and Black one each. m‘:{,.‘:ﬁmm
§ 23 52 41814 3 5 41919 31 P FRID)
e 20733209 13781730 "oaenmi-2(Black) 915 THE ZENITH DATA SYSTEMS CUI
. 28 5 oui'n 1 4 e miEzTE W FULLER, ORAYS LANE,
0'lon . HITCHI
[ 24 53 31913 2 2 91632 26 December 'A4363, CA363, D4363,
G, 245431813 129 51724 ot 19W. Ham (b)5-1 (Farel12, Res, Elstrp, Black) 5,758 5 consoltonpzes SR e
on Town EARANCES, Including as sub in bracke! of next week's £1
Sung 24 4 4 41513 2 1 91227 23 LEAGUE APP 3 e 1 you would ke t be one of nextreek s £
opy "rand 2444 41110 5291427 21 Ever-presents, 24 each: Chamberlain and BMEVSE oy ppguRANGES: One each by Cranberlaln, lunes, hners riactjout cc >
Sh 2433 51616 2 3 81327 21 trup, Preece and Black 23; Dowle 20 (3); Y 1), Harvey, Williams, McDonough, Dreyer, Elstrup, mmwm,‘u_.
b TR 3 B1016 28 BSTE 10 ke 17 Basmmonti18 N[5, AN E U pamel Pembridge, Black. One each as sub: Beaumont promser J o
iR ) D o i o, 3 ALY el | T s
M0 polnts deducted. * One point deducted (3), Farrell 4 (6), Pembridge 4, Nogan 1 1%




