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LS: fer, above, and Paul
Holsgrove, below, were both given outings at
Selhurst as the Town juggled their injury-hit squad.
Each was given 45 minutes, and manager David
Pleat had another look at them on Monday night
when they were in the Town reserve side which
beat Charlton in the Football Combination.

A
.-Q\\\ \

WITH A COMPLETE front line ruled
out before kick-off, L.ut.o‘n Town wuq i
well short of First Division qua_hty A
Selhurst Park, once their early resistance
had been broken. Gl o

Wimbledon, simple, direct and very lnobl\lu._}_\f{:;
much too powerful on another day when the vxblllntg.;,
supporters were hoping that boys would be able t¢
doaman’s job.

Record low attendance

In an unreal atmosphere, with the lowest-ever
First Division attendance of 3,231 sunbathing in a
stadium that holds nearly 30,000, the Town were
lucky to escape a real drubbing.

Thank goodness we now have two home games to
come, and to those fans at Selhurst who made a
point of coming round to the Pressbox at the end of
the game to vent their frustration, I can only say
that the team needs support more today than it has
done for along time.

And Monday’s signing of Steve Thompson may
be only the start of the reinforcing of the side that is
needed if David Pleat and his men are to defy the
odds - little of what we have seen so far this season
does much to buck the bookies’ verdict of Luton for
relegation.

The few plus points
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We hardly expected a

hatful against
Wimbledon.

Sean Farrell was
suspended, and Lee

Glover and Brian Stein
were out injured.

That left Philip Gray
to batter away at a big
Wimbledon defence
with no real support.
Kurt Nogan came 1n for
his first full appearance
of the season without
making much impact,
although I cannot sec
what help it was to him
or the team to hear
Town supporters having
a go at him. ‘

The manager's
response to the lack of
fit experienced forwards
was to opt for a five-
man defence, and at
times it looked a good
idea as Jackson and
Richard Harvey pushed
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STRAT
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Brian Swain report

suffered after a
opening

we
reasonable
spell.

Support

Without John
Fashanu, Wwho was
suspended, Wimbledon
relied on 3l1-year-old
Alan Cork to win the
ball in the air, and lay it
off to men who arrived
quickly in support.

The veteran did just
that in the 23rd minute,
when Gary Elkins slung
over a cross from the
Town’s right. Cork was
left with plenty of time
and space to Kknock
down the header, and
Andy Clarke drilled in a
hard low drive from the
edge of the box into the
bottom corner of the
net.

By that time it should
have been 2-1 to the

Jackson hyq
stranded upfiolg -~
he quick groq
Spot on, but Cgri .
shotwildly oy
It was the fory “:
of several mop , s
& Wimbledon‘s x
and very g e
took commang.
The Town g
lived dangeroug| b
survived without g
first-half disastery
‘We might have g
Surprise equaliser i
minutes  before
break. A
Preece played |
delightful diagond i
into the box, and g
was clear for a
from the insid
position, but hit i
the side netting,
Holsgrove, o &
right of midfield,
the ground where &

Telephone Advertising: (0582) 21222 Editorial:

(0582) 31288; Dunstable Editorial: (0582) 608811

Town match verdict »* *

ANS TURN

AS POWER

LAST WORD

Pictures:

Dreyer and Darron
McDonough were all

put under pressure they

found hard to take, and
a tackle later described
by the manager as
stupid led to
Wimbledon scoring the
goal that guaranteed the

result in the 65th
minute.
Deflected

McDonough brought
down Terry Phelan five
yards outside the box.
Warren Barton laid off
the free kick short and
square, and Vaughan
Ryan let fly.

A deflection off the
wall was enough to
leave Alec Chamberlain
helpless.

Five minutes later the
Town got their first shot
on target, Pembridge

Gray,
Telfer.
For a time the Town
threatened to get the
passing right, but not
enough of the team had
the accuracy that was
wanted, and they were
flattering to deceive.

Nogan  and

Penalised

The formation was
changed for the last 15
minutes, with Rodger
sent on in place of
Harvey, and partnering
Peake, with Dreyer at
left back.

Rodger was unlucky
to concede a free kick
with one of his first
challenges. Mr. Pleat
thought it was a fair one
as he went wide to com-
pete with Cork in the
air.

Josh Levy

move involving Preece,

was  expert. Barton
played it into the mid-
dle, and Cork and Paul
McGee pulled away to
confuse  the Town
defence. Ryan made a
late run to dart into the
space and power a
header into the net.

Indignity

With  the points
wrapped up, and on a
very hot afternoon,
Winmbledon took their
foot off the pedal after
that. The Town wove a
few pretty patterns
which were worth little
without any punch at
the end of them.

Match details

Pembridge produced
another long-range
drive which was saved,
but the final indignity
for the Town followers
was to hear laughter
echoing around the
ground at an attempted

shot by McDonough
from an  obviously
rehearsed free kick

routine. The miscue was
horrible, as had been
too much of the Town’s
play.

The corner count was
16-0 to Wimbledon, and
tells its own story. And
so did the rare sight of
most of the Town’s 350
fans turning their back
on the team as the final
whistle blew.

If they are not offered
better performances
soon, many more are
likely to do the same.

®DETERMINATION: Mark Pembridge on the ball.
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