60-T—NEWS/GAZETTE, September 25, 1991

S AR TEDI TR
® ON BALL: David Preece, one of the
Town’s best players, who revelled in a
more attacking role than usual, playing
wide on the left flank. '

AT HALE-TIME at Old Trafford, with
Luton Town only one down to the league
leaders, I was dreaming of a possible
recovery to snatch a point.

But the next 45 minutes were a nightmare as
Manchester United powered through a brittle side
to heap more agony on the First Division’s worst
defensvie record, hitting four goals in the last 27
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minutes. :
" The turning point was

a 63rd-minute penalty,
and at two down we
knew the Town had no
chance.

/-United got stronger
and added three more
as the Town kept the
game open in the hope
of gaining a scrap of
consolation at the other
end.

Unreal

The margin of defeat
may have been a little
unreal, but again we
had grim confirmation
that the present Luton
Town team, for all its
genuine endeavour, is a
fair way short of the
best in English soccer.

One reason was clear
at Old Trafford: from a
crowd of 46,491 United
make more cash on pies
and programmes than
the Town do on the
turnstiles.

They left out a bunch
of internationals, and
one, Brian McClair,
was on the bench.

And once they went
two up they were
ruthless destroyers in
every department.

They are also good
all-rounders: when Paul
Ince put them ahead in
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the 23rd minute he
became the ninth
United man to score
this season.

Tested
Goalkeeper Peter
Schmeichel almost
became the tenth,

because except for the
goal the only time Alec
Chamberlain was tested
in the first 45 minutes
was when a big punt by
the Dane bounced once
and threatened to creep
in just beneath the
crossbar.

The opening goal,
after a dull first 23
minutes, followed a free
kick by John Dreyer
which, inevitably, was
won in the air by Mick
Harford.

From the knock-
down Mark Pembridge
laid the ball back to
David Preece, and his
clever chip over the top
sent Harford and Brian
Stein stretching for it.

A touch would have
silenced the Stretford
end, but Schmeichel
beat them to it by an
inch or two.

Threat

From his long
clearance the Town
were caught stretched,
and Steve Thompson,
under pressure from
Bryan Robson, failed to
get power behind a back
pass, and Ince pounced.

Thompson, used as a
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y‘Mlzzk Harford is unwittingl
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defender just in front of
the back four. joined
Preece, playing wide
and forward on the left,
in sparking a lot of
Town moves full of
threat  but  almost
devoid of result.

But the home fans
breathed a sigh of relief
just before the break
when Thompson hit a
sizzling 30-yarder which
beat Schmeichel for

“pace but whistled the

wrong side of a post.

At the interval
United knew they had
more to do to retain
their unbeaten record.
Perhaps the truth was
that the Town had done
the best they could.

United were able to
step up a gear after the
interval, and the Town
could not.

Relentless

There was a relentless
passion and  power
about United, backed
by a continuing roar
from the biggest crowd
that has watched any
English league game SO
far this season. .

Wholesale team
changes by United had

minimised the tiring
effects of their 00
midweek European

game in Greece, where
players lost up to 10lbin
the heat.

Ryan Giggs the latest
United wonder-kid,
came in fresh, and one
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made a much stranger

decision in the 63rd  no hope of seeing the . I LGy €
minute. Town end a losing in a luxury hotel in Cheshire, but in the small
record which has lasted hours the fire alarms sounded.
Penalty through all the 18 trips

The Town defence
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Town match verdict »* »*

@ DEBUT SUCCESS: Paul Telfer in his first full lea

Knew then that we had

they have now made to

gt into a tangle at a  ©Old Trafford.

commer, and  Mark \

Hughes drove in from Supersub
close range. The ball hit McClair. dropped

Pembridge, covering at
the far post, on the knee
and then the hand.

The crowd’s roar of
appeal for a penalty was
answered, which means
the ref thought the
handball

from the starting line-up
for the first time in his
five years with United,
went on as sub for
Clayton Blackmore, the
man who replaced him,
and delivered a massive
riposte to manager Alex

\ N ‘ N

gue game.

LEADERS
DREAMS

Trafford.

Ferguson sympathised:

THE TOWN SQUAD were not the most rested
players in the world when they arrived at Old

They travelled on KFriday and stayed overnight

They had to tumble out of bed and stand in the
road outside for a roll-
the joke when he was asked if the 999 call had
been made by a man with a Scottish accent!

He said it seemed to have been a genuine
alarm, and there was no question of not going
through the fire safety drill. United boss Alex

when he managed Aberdeen, and each time they
were beaten 12 hours later by Glasgow Celtic.

call. David Pleat shared

it happened twice to him

The mudfielder then
powered down the left
to repay Hughes, with a

The moneybags of
football had reminded
us that the SuperLeague

was S 3
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THE MATCH DETAILS

MANCHESTER UTD 5 LUTON TOWNO

MANAGER David Pleat spoke of
a costly anxiety that ran around
Kenilworth Road as the Town’s
unbeaten home record was ended

‘by a side that had not won in

eight previous attempts.

The temptation to play long
al}d hope Mick Harford could
win what the manager called ‘a
fight ball’ was too great to resist
And the boss felt the crowd waé
S0 an'xious that they simply egged
on his men to keep making the
same mistake. It rarely looked
Ilkc: upsetting a good defence, in
which Alan MacDonald usually

did well against Harford, with
Andy Tillson Sweeping.

Luton TnO0 QPR 1

Rangers snatched victory with
2].47th minute goal by skipper
Simon Barker. Ian Holloway and
Andy Sinton worked the opening
after David Preece and Steve
Thompson lost the ball near the
halfway line.

Roy Wegerle had been

‘dropped by the Rangers, and

Paul Walsh, on loan from Spurs
after effectively being sacked for
punching reserve coach Ray
C!emence, led their lively attack
with dash and determination,
and on the run of play Rangers
deserved the points.

. Matchd

Half-time: 1-0
Te'lrrOWN: Chamberlain; Jackson (Beaumont 82 mins), R'odgcr. l’cu:c. Dreyer;
No-thompson, Pembridge, Preece; Stein (Nogan 63 mins) l-lm;for. i b
Ph |N ITED: Schimeichel; Blackmore (McClair, 60 mins), l}ruccf Pallister, 4
T Robson, Webb, Ince; Hughes, Giggs. Other sub: E crgfla‘(‘)‘n. i
L GOALS: Paul Ince 23 mins; Steve Bruce penalty 63 mins; Briar

Wice, 7
and 80 mins; Mark Hughes, 86 mins. : ARG
OTHER GOAL A’l:TE‘ll\‘/;P’l‘g:g ’l“:wn four saved and five wide; United five sav

(1 fto
4 sé‘(')“l'z wide and one netted and disallowed. Corners: 7-2 (0 il(: 'l‘:“:“

ED: Mark Pembridge for handball in the penalty inclaents o
hy[:fifEREE: Allan Gunn, ltiumpshirc: spoile d an otherwise good pe rformance
handling the penalty affair. oDy,
DiVisio:: NDANCE: 46,491, the highest of the season s0 ar any

ENTERY ; the Tow
AINMENT: All right in the first half, when the
0 3 right in the i 4
“Mng With United, but it bgc,,mc a nightmare for visiting fans in th
A0y of them chanting the praises of Jimmy Ryan:

where in the First

1 looked capable
¢ second,
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® JUMPING TO

Penalty award

was the killer

MANAGER David Pleat,
as always, looked for the
positive aspects to be
gleaned from defeat.

‘We were neat and tidy in the
ficst half,”* he said. **Until the
interval United lacked real bite,
and we coped very well with
them.

Harsh penalty

““But the penalty destroyed us.
It was very harsh. Mark Pem-
bridge had no intention of handl-
ing the ball: it was whacked at
him from a few yards.

“That helped change the
game, but there is no point in
complaining. We then started
pushing forward from midfield
and they exploited the space.

**Robson, Ince and Hughes all
came on strong, but I think the
scoreline is harsh.

“Luton fans who were not

there should know that the lads
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Manager’s
viewpoint

gave everything, and it was not a
real 5-0. But often if you chase
the game that is what happens,
especially if the other side have
good players to finish.

““But we were second best in
the end.”’

The manager was delighted
with the way his players Kkept
calm, sensible and tidy until the
penalty.

Money talks

But he felt United had power,
physique and strong bodies
throughout their team.

‘‘And they can get the cheque
book out here on crowds of
46,000, and go and buy the best
players.*’

Town managers have learned
to take pleasure from building

Giggs tries to get at the Town defence.

-

teams on a budget, and bringing
through home-grown talent.

Said Mr. Pleat: ‘“Telfer played
his first full game and did all
right. Pembridge is still young
and finding his way, and he will
be all right.

*‘Jackson is coming through
well and we will be all right. But
it is going to be tough and hard.
We want some strong minds.

““We won’t wither and die. 1
have said to the players that they
have got to take it on the chin and
take very opportunity to bounce
back.”

Settling

He was pleased with the way
Steve Thompson is settling into
the First Division, and David
Preece did well playing wide on
the left and getting forward.

*“We lacked penetration and
we will work on that,”’ said Mr.
Pleat. ‘““We probably need a little
more power and pace.”’




