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THE REFEREE was almost the 'e;;:(l)ltst(; e f e r e e |
for Luton Town’s failure to beat
d on Saturday. A

County at Kenilworth Roal sat el
But manager David Pleat, despite being cntxltl:ould

Jim Rushton of Stoke, accepted that his menhsq o

have pressed on to better effect when tgeyno:xgh e

upper hand in the second half. They ha e\vhatever

the play to make the result certain,

strange decisions the ref came t0.

Town claims rejected

spearhead needed to
lead the fight for First
Division survival.

By Sports Editor Briap, %*
: S 2 Iy

The visitors had a

\ ‘ N\ ; had three penalty On a cold, wet and &% ] n the goalkeeper, and s ;
Fa - ‘ The irony was that the Town A2 Lo : idi e positive spell ear a large © ES skl 4 see the incident, but claim  was : And the T :
- \ ‘ claims disallowed, and two minutes fr?mktSlS:‘C \:’l:; windy. day, tcfht‘ljll;% ;Eotrhepsecond galfc:;lg - Pcrhﬂl:lsl ‘oco;\diliois later Cherry indicated  would talk to Gray and  anyway o hcginninghcto1g0cv:nm3:2
“ visi i atthew Jac es came 1N =  ldegis e - aree (he : : : HERSUER > syt Ak
s e p?;llm‘ \v“hrili]cmle went for, and got, ::]‘:ﬁl as the new grass Alec Chamberlain had o, cdf‘ dippery surface 1&1 nnlolgcx lclaslh. that  look at the video and if But the former Spurs competition for places.
penalised for a tackle in Stttk Sasey ot {ich. suffered ..a -real . to/go full length to tip a ty il poth teams. The Gray had spatathim. the case was proved the man is looking a very Trevor Peake, Darron
the ball, before his opponent pitch 25-yarder by Dean  pent The keeper said after  player would be fined and

ackle I knew the referee ‘ ol did Jittle to help the good acquisition, and McDonough

W aw that t > soaking. S X REHRG 2 S S )
ivou?ds sic:gnﬂiisdi Z penalty,” said the Town boss. “It ’1"hatg resulted in some - Thomas round the post. | ne, and five bookings et l[h'm pf:rh{}ps it because  spitting was  there were signs that he ~ Richard Harvey were
is disapgpointing to lose two home points to-a penal- o peing a touch The Toxn Werchiic | ke 1t sound harder wa[iflus‘ ?’lng! mil}(lilm%.o 2 sbbler and Harford, teamed up all out through injury,
\ 5 ; : esi s - MIKC g Wi ) o 2 ; > ‘
ty, and not because the other side have played their ;b sical from men  better football side, but aniovas: Wh-urthc rccr:“crcc would o o Gounty o the S bime, wih: 8nd UEl men e

it became frustrating as
County worked hard to

Gray received onc of

- (hosCy

made no complaint, and

replaced them can point
Gray told the boss the

Brian Stein left out, can 1
with some pride at their

able to stop opponents
be the sort of lethal

way through you. - :
by getting down on their

“But you have to accept things like that. “And

rightly, for a foul not. He said he did not

Des . ) i i : fforts to win three
there were some bonues, particularly the return of -\ fiied  instead of  deny space and time for . eff
C:;eﬁLZhes. ‘ 12 : s?:nding up and taking attacks to be built. ‘ \\\\ points.
“We're in for a hard season, but we will be all = ip o paj] away under Th;lr idea .Qf'b s\ \ Deserved
\ right.” e control. attacks was N\ \
\ “The Town always give referees and visiting teams County were a mean  goalkeeper Stew \\ \ They deserved much

more than they got, and
we can only wait for the
old adage about luck
balancing out over the
course of a season to be
proved true.

We must also hope
that we are due for
better performances by
referees than the one
we saw on Saturday.

Perhaps Mr. Rushton
was miffed because the
Town spelled his name
wrongly both times it
appeared in the match
programme!

Cherry to launch 7 .-
yard clearances for Paul

Rideout to chase.

Hit a post.

Jackson and Joh
Dreyer found it difficul
to get upfield very
often, but Dreyer was
unlucky with a shot
which nearly brought
the first goal in the 58!
minute.

County had blocked
an effort by Harford
following a long throw
by Mark Pembridge,

video recordings of Kenilworth Road matches. i\\i\\\\
The hope on Saturday night was that Mr. : -
Rushton might look at his performance with a view.
to learning from it, and improve his game.
They had the feeling, from his reaction, that he
did not appreciate the gift too mut_:h. .
~ In my view the most blatant mistake came in the
| 16th-minute when Mick Harford was floored as he
- and Craig-Short went up-together at the fa( post to
meet a corner by Steve Thompson.
It didn’t need video evidence to convince some of
us it was a foul on a forward who had got goalside of
his marker.

lot, and their sweeper
system, with two men
close-marking Harford
and Gray, and another
always spare to tidy up
the errors, made them
look like a team that
wanted nothing. more
than a 0-0 draw.
~ Neither side got in a
shot on target in a fitful
first half in which the
> : layed what little
The Town thought later incidents, when Phil g:::jn Igoo)(ball i
Gray and Kurt Nogan were stopped, were also S
highly debatable, although nothing was given. S

l The First Divisio
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@®YOU BEAUTY: Philip Gray has scored his fourth
goal of the season to put the Town ahead against
Notts County, to the relief of a team that deserved
more than the point it eventually got.

@® TWO GO FOR IT: Philip Gray flies in below Mick Harford
to give the Town a deserved lead against Notts County.

FTONE AWAY ?}I:gt flr?)’;)":fl: eg‘;ﬁf;gf : OCUP-TIE LEVELLERS: Above, Philip Gray scores the Town’s first :
. PWDL F A WDL ‘; ,;p;: theibox e iie e equaliser against Birmingham. Below: Kurt Nogan heads the second. . r r

ManjCigh e ; ; g lg :1; ; ; g § 3 20 With Gray an inch or aca ' s

SELLYOURCARFAST Bl == ISt srive e
Sheft Wed 40112 6 122 4 517 therebound. \N\\\Q\\\\
Chelsea.... 23012 8 220 7 g Ceri Hughes replaced - \\\%&\

e , Coventry.. 41210 3 112 4 717 Paul Telfer in the 68th L \\\\ |
Tottenham 102 4 5 41012 616 minute, and gave the \
Man City ......... 303 8 8212 4,616 Towa mo e
$ Liverpool. 3208 4. 1 1 20 3. 415 SSpa
Norwich .. 2317 6 130 7 805 g:::i‘ on= tthe iiaky
Notts Co .. 2276 9 222 8 715 d ,
C. Palace . 20 21012 200 S 714 : Sl e
- — Nottm For A2 9 0 7 8B Platform A [
FOUR PAPER 2 ; Gaham 10 31111 7 104 8 o1 Bt as Couny ired e ‘
D WL gt sl AN [ M A Vila..... 212 6.4 123 61092 (o stengthens she e
COVERAGE FOR 20029 7.1 23 71011  defences on:ithatsSidesas BIRMINGHAM 2 The RUMbel()WS cup
ONE WEEK 122 5 6 132 7 911 Pembridge hit them
041 5 7 123 510 9 withasuperb cross from
FOR ONLY @I 221 5 4015 119 29 theleft. : - - Mick Harford was out with a To their credit the Town came
i ; ; : lg (l) } i ,5’ 1Z 2 Harford and Gray BOTH managers agreed groin strain, and unable to play back again, and Thomas was
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The season so far
THE TOWN’S record in league and

cup competition so far:

Barclays League First Division

August
17 West Ham (@) 0-0............ccccvnnenennn... 25,079
21 Coventry (a) 0-5.... ... 10,084

competed for it, wit X
Gray credited with the =
header that sent the
inoffapost.

Luton Town 1 Not
Half-time: 0
TOWN: Chamberlain; J

BAC

K

that the Rumbelows Cup-
tie is nicely poised when it

resumes at St.. Andrews’s'

on Tuesday.

The first leg at Kenilworth
Road showed that either side is
capable of going through to the
third round.

Terry Cooper,
manager, thought the Town had
up to 80 per cent of the play, and

the Blues

against one of his former clubs,
but for compensation there was a
welcome return by Philip Gray,
with a nice mixture of mobility,
touch and toughness.

He might have been the match-
winner, because he suffered
more than most from the smart
work of goalkeeper Martin
Thomas when the Town “had
periods of ascendancy against a
side that looked much better than

heroic to prevent the tie being
Just about settled at the first bite.
The Blues held out until seven
minutes from time, when Dreyer
moved up and crossed for Gray
to add a flick-on with his head to
confuse the Birmingham defence.
Kurt Nogan, who had gone on as
sub for Brian Stein, headed his
first goal of the season to set up a
fascinating second leg.
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2 . A 3 3 ’ bl
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»f' | ] APPEARANCES, including as Subiln'h : 0’1"HER GOAL ATTEMPTS: - Clury of Cepi g-awaited watching the lads in games apd on 5 fe debut 18 months ago. couragement they sought. The Blues defence lived  Bimingham, 3 mins; Philip Gray for
74 ] rackets: E Il e his le 2 in  dangerously after that, but the :
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A e e L B e e LD L e D i ) eg was - ; e. ; 3 S y gerson and Sturridge, hi
N PAY BY CREDIT CARD | . LEAG his strange mixture of decision’ . thi Stang [ac%( leb strong  got into the old groovlc(.j i Work h arder David Beaumont had al ery  ‘for Grayto mark hisretarniwith! | |3 o b i osxr;n;n;:lcﬂ 1:5
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. y on (1). 3 3 il A it, or C S atwill  the S
‘ ¢ nine months on the injuré that wi

yesterday, and is hoping




