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@ GOING FO

IT: Philip Gr\y rises to the 'challenge,
despite being outnumbered by Villa defenders.

£100 WINNERS
WEEK 40
COMMENCING MONDAY
30 SEPTEMBER
G1136
Mr R. Coates, Fen End,
Astwick Road, Hitchin

TUESDAY 1 OCTOBER
G3377
Mr J. Baylis, Carnoustie Grove,
Bletchley

WEDNESDAY 2 OCTOBER
E0737
Mrs Gray, Westfield Road,
Harpenden

THURSDAY 3 OCTOBER
B1999

W. Butler, Chapel Street,
Luton

FRIDAY 4 OCTOBER
C2082
S. McKnight,
Silecroft Road, Luton.

If you would like to be one of next week’s £100
winners please contact your local Newsagent or
ring us on LUTON 411622.

Promoter: J. Gornall, Leaside Pools, Maple Road, Luton, Beds
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Ipswich are

Zenith Cup
‘opponents

AN IPSWICH victory in the first round of the Zenith
Data Systems Cup has set up a trip to Portman Road
for the Town in a fortnight,

Ipswich came from behind to win 3-1 at Twerton
Park against Bristol Rovers, and will entertain the
Town in the second round on Tuesday week

David Lowe scored twice and might enjoy playing
against the Town: eight years ago, when he was an
unknown at Wigan, David Pleat thought long and
hard about bringing him to Kenilworth Road,

Happy cup memories

S(.)me of us quietly hoped for a Bristol Rovers win
to give us another ground to visit — the
never played the Rovers since they m
Eastville to Bath City’s ground. .

But the Ipswich trip should hold no ter
last %ime the Town took on the Second Division side
was n} November 1987 when a Brian Stein goal ke Lt
the Town on course for their Littlewoods C :
Wembley date with Arsenal in the final. 2
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gr;g;cEate the schoolboy howler defensive

awa :
errors that wrecked yet another y It almost defies belief tq

formance at villa Park, Ll.thH Town the game Aston Villa WCrersiac]:);ethatfm
erfor cttiest football side ever 10 ¢, hall ability and POsSession, By, il
will be the pr M / cruel reminders that pretyy POKent'os;
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nt i S0 i b
th(?’rll?mer?lhave taken from-seven el o ;:fgrd e DMSIOH’ and the |§:
far. [ willingly pay tribute to the style g
Fear of fea r? was seen dlfll:lng the Aston Villa matchrg»
ition is being built up so completely that- 21 Ltlﬁ,or: o iﬁpforterg°h°meteenﬁg
e 'edgthe defence seems to get a - 4oou Lio € team hasbeensmfféd.1
when they fall behin lex_ so worried about the = The side is too fragile, and Without g e
massive {nferlonty tcf)hmepbcéome inevitable. was pqwderpuff in the Villa penalty e, ,{
icarofmitakss th?j a yhsychologist rather than a Phllll? Gx"ay showe_d plenty of Strengh o
It probably needs dP tand why it happens. determination, but with 10-0nc el g
football reporter to unders devil in attack it came to little jn tel’msO‘;I?g

And Gray was the man who Wasteq

. to pull it back to 3-1.
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best win of the season had come onas
did-not turn in their best performan

declining them at the other.
One fact tells some of the st
Chamberlain did not make a single save

faced a 6Sth-minute penalty.

their chances.
report even though we would rather ha
ch for the first time in nine monthsof¢

is on the way back. He played 1¢ 0
steppping off to make way for
The other Town Successes W&

the penalty miss, Pau}'lfeﬁc

Penalty chance wgy,

first penalty of the season, when pe had

The choking disappointment for Ty
all the greater because it was obvious fhy
the acquisition of players costing oye i
following the summer sale of Dayid py|
B were not the best team we have eversesy

. Even their manager, Ron Atkinson

I bet he wishes all visitors would be asm
the Town in terms of offering gifts at o

the four he attempted when the goalswent

Nigel Spink made two very good
beaten when a couple of other efforts were
off target, and was saved by the woodrorks

Making use of opportu

Villa deserved to win because they hadfa_
edge, and a confident ability o makc B8

Bonus points for the Town, which &
talk about, were headed by the returt 08

He looked rusty, as you might CXP“_I'H

¢ Brian Steik

[ ]
P

gctures: Josh Levy

P uble is they are players for the future, and
Thc Etothc Town need to do more trading quickly
( hfi;;:l“rd the present. g

iy Harford out with a llalns}rlng injury and
it cce laid low by flu, the Town line-up was
F"d. I;rer of the great potential at the club.

m}n ennd Jackson are 19, Pembridge and
}:::20 and Nogan and Gray 21. Much as I agree
{5 ‘heif worth as investments for the-future, it
nls {0 me (0 be too many youngsters in one First
»‘Xﬁ‘émtﬁi?? 1c‘::n'eers may be hindered rather than
e if they have to suffer too many confidence-
ing days in a team that goes into away games
t history suggests the first goal

Psychological strain

| There was nothing defeatist about the Town's
‘lay against Villa, but when a team has scored
}7.'\ once in seven away games and kept only one
tean sheet, the psychological strain shows. At two
fown you know you are not going to win. Worse,
hu find yourself so edgy in defence that you can
Imost hear the fans groaning: ‘Oh no, here comes
inother four or five-goal beating.™
‘Aniearly goal is no help, and Villa could hardly
eve their luck when they were gifted the opener
fafter only four minutes. Dalian Atkinson, bought
jor £1.6million, got round the back of John Dreyer
crossed low. Kevin Richardson got a touch and
berlain was beaten as the ball seemed to go
ough his hands.
‘Fora few minutes after that Villa looked capable
oing well, but with Steve Thompson helping the
fkience the home side looked all bark and no bite,
Jid the Town began to mount some promising
foun(er-attacks.
Fembridge and Telfer were operating as wingers
mes, and with Nogan and Gray seeking space
sg a sweeper system, half-chances were

1 G,”Y and Hughes were wide with long-range
‘j"[ and Telfer was unlucky with an overhead
ick which drifted wide of the post.
Alhalf-ime the Town knew they were in with a
g c’hance. Villa's major threat had been Dwight
’,kCSforays down their right, and the instruction
Sloensure he did not get round the back.
Crafstman’s strike
he did just that two minutes into the second
Mdby the time Dreyer was trying to get back
f n‘:;mq tackle the cross had been played in and
— “CBIS Was clear to hit a superb goal, struck
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he season so far

0WN'S First Division campaign to
10wing results, scorers, attendances
Etable placing:

Shsmsssneasnss

Sivenueennsssasssnals029

Saeeiastensonessenes 16,722 21

erlain, Dreyer and Pembridge;
0(1), Stein 9(1); McDonough 9;
1(2), Gray 7(2), Beaumont 6(3),
» Harford 4, Telfer 3(3), Farrell

(1), Holsgrove 1, Black 4,

Town match verdict * *
OCCER IS
LUNDERS
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first time from the o
power,

Still the Town looked 800d when they were in
possession, and Hughes went close with a far post
header from a diagonal cross by Pembridge 1\ \l/ili'\
were forced to back-pedal, Yo :

The Town's big failing w
When they lost possession

dge of the box with venomous

as lack of decisive action
cn th » and Villa capitalised with
their third goal in the 59¢h minute. Atkinson ran at
a TOWI} dgfcncc which was apparently afraid to
tackle for fear of giving away a penalty. He went
clear down the inside right channel, and laid on the

~ o Al 5
chance for Yorke to £0 In unmarked to net a diving
near-post header.

Thunderbolt tipped over

It was a matter of going through the motions after
that, especially when the penalty was missed. Shaun
Teale used his hands to stop a right-wing cross by
Telfer but Gray blasted the penalty hard against the
bar. It rebounded with such force that it reached
Thompson a yard outside the box, and his powerful
drive was shoved over the bar by Spink.

The midfielder had another thunderbolt tipped
over later, and Dreyer also hit a good shot just
wide.

A 3-0 defeat might have been tough on the Town,
but it got worse because Thompson, who had
played well, became the latest to catch the defensive
colly-wobbles. He hit a cross-field pass straight to
Paul Mortimer, and the former Charlton striker
gratefully-accepted the gift for his first Villa goal.

| The First Division

® DEFENDER ATTACKS: Graham Rodger in support of
Town’s front men.

Goals could have
been prevented

the

ASTON Villa manager M ; s, rotl‘lldhtl1clglet§i(%c. '.Fwo’ m;'m;tfs
HOME AWAY Ron Atkinson thought the . a“ager ili:ridc G RRagEin ang they
FA WDLFEAPt timj i : = = e il
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ST 12 420126 231842 goalswasone of the most result. We had to put out a very
Arsenal.... .1 4 1 1148 21 212 920 important factors in the e young side, probably the
Sheff Wed S5 (0 F 1E16 T, 1235720 pagylt. . when he was myned to bia_mc youngest we l)qvc ever fielded in
Coventry.. <2 41 210 3 2125720 it GHGI Alec Chamberlain for the first  the First Division, and we have
Chelsea.... w2 2°3 112 8 2 2 2 910 17 HE admittedithat olla faciol goal, when the ball seemed to go  the nucleus of a good team.
Wimbledon . 1124:0.214"9 1 2 3 710 17 played well, but added: “In tlu through the keeper's hands, the .
C. Palace..... =40 3 201 15 ; (1) ‘1‘ g ; }Z second half we drove the game. boss replied: “You can criticise Must learn
Ig:gr:):or‘}; ; ; (l)}; 5 11 dE 781 16 Three bad ones “j‘e kc'cpcr‘, bl.’t'ym" alfo‘ have to “They're doing their best, but
Tottenham O 0L A AR O ‘ say that the Villa man should not they have certainly got to learn
L?vef'l;)ool ...... fif0 3 21018 4 1.2 2 3416 David Pleat was left to rue the  have been allowed to get in the quickly.”
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Norwich .. TN 23825 3T A6 1302 81115 ' 45 Villa had enjoyediavAH G time we still had a chance. Gray  Villa Park ranged from Matthew
Notts Co Sl L2610 S 20 262 D81 T o) One good goal and three bad'  and Nogan were getting into  Jackson and Paul Telfer, who
Oldham. ~A108 2 1128 10045 9N TG was his summing up, with  good spaces behind the Villa  will both be 20 in a couple of
West Ham 2R 23 50T 13 2l l; the additional thought that all *"" defenders, and we were playing weeks, to 3l-year-old Trevor
So’ton..... Az A1 Ay : i 3 212 9 four could have been prevented  some good football. Peake. The average age of the
QPR....... 130 4 f g 3 016 123 9 bybetterdefending, “During half-time I spoke of  team that started the game was
é:t})rn‘;r(gwn Jl% 7 ; 34 s s 0I5 0/ 8IENG He did not name names, and  the need to stop Yorke getting 23 years, 9 months.
eff Utd ..............

_MATCH DETAILS |

Aston Villa 4 Luton Town 0
Half-time: 1-0

TOWN: Chamberlain; Jackson, Peake, Rodger
(Beaumont, 77 mins), Dreyer; Telfer, Hughes (Stein,
64 mins), Thompson, Pembridge; Gray, Nogan.

VILLA: Spink; Kubicki, Teale, McGrath, Niclsen
(Mortimer HT), Staunton; Richardson, Cowans;
Yorke, Regis, Aikinson. Other sub: Penrice.

THE GOALS: Kevin Richardson, touch-in from
Dalian Atkinson right wing cross, 4 mins; Cyrille
Regis, excellent strike from Dwight Yorke’s right
wing cross, 47 mins; Yorke diving header after
Atkinson solo run through the defence, 59 minutes;
Paul Mortimer, solo run after Steve Thompson gave
the ball to him in midfield, 80 minutes

OTHER GOAL ATTEMPTS: Town three saved,
seven wide and a penalty hit the bar; Villa three sav-
ed and thre wide. Corners: 5-3 to the Town.

BOOKED: Atkinson and Yorke of Villa, for foul
and not retreating at a free Kick.

REFEREE: Philip Don, Middlesex. Had a nice
casy game.,

ATTENDANCE: 18,722, Villa’s lowest league
. gate of the season.

ENTERTAINMENT: Exasperating for the 200
d from Luton: the Town turned on some bursis of nice
football, but wrecked it all by incredibly bad
defending. It was never 4-0 on the run of: play, only
on the measure of individual mistakes.,

7/ ihnn ﬁ% . b ; : s ‘ i
: Matthew Jackson, who has establishe
® ON 'I';Hli Bt::LFirst Division before his 21st birthday,
himse

breaks out of defence at Villa Park.




