opurs light brigade

SCOTT HOUGHTON,
signed by Luton manager
David Pleat when he was in
charge at White Hart Lane,
turned what could have
been a triumphant first
return to the ground by his
former boss in four years
into heavy defeat and mis-
ery. |

After 58 minutes, with
Luton leading 1-0 and
playing with style against a
Spurs team that manager
Peter Shreeves admitted
were “struggling for life”, 20-
year-old Houghton and

Jayim were sent on as sub-
stitutes. |

Seconds later the flood-
lights on the West Stand
failed and caused a 16-
minute hold-up.

Luton stayed on thespitcl}
eager to | on — Spurs
'skalgpper Glz-,)lryy Mabbutt led
his team, except for Gary
Lineker and Pat Van Den
Hauwe, back to the dressing
‘room only to find the lights

out there, too, so they
_returned outside.
. Seven minutes after play

resumed Houghton scored
his first ever League goal for
s af fine Paul
Walsh run and cross.

~ Two minutes later Lineker,

n to a Vinny Sam-
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Spurs 4 Luton 1

by Dennis Signy

»w.well and-was unlucky to col-

beat goalkeeper Alec Cham

berlain with a 40-yard shot '
from the right touchline.

Lineker rubbed salt in with , , :
~ “Mind you, it’s very painful

another with seven minutes

Ch -
“What a lovely place to
come,” said Pleat. “That’s

football. If it had finished 3-3
I'd have gone home happy.

“I take credit for Scott
Houghton. I signed him for
Tottenham. The irony is that
I persuaded him to come

even though his mother was

an Arsenal supporter.”

Outstanding

Luton, who have not won
away since March, had the
consolation of their second
away League goal of the sea-
son after 44 minutes. Brian
Stein chased an ill-judged
Gudni Bergsson back-pass
and gave Mick Harford the
chance to score.

Until the lights went out
Pleat’s side played with
style, with Welsh interna-
tional Mark Pembridge, a
Spurs target, outstandin
and young Scott Oakes an
Harford continually worry-
ing Spurs. b
" Lowly Luton might have

been two up in the first two

minutes but for Erik Thor-
stvedt going down at the feet

of Harford and Paul Telfer to

make saves — the second

after a poor |
Van Den Hauwe.

fu  ~And Harford missed the
i. chance of a goal after 20
n minutes when Oakes and

il

back-pass by

dazzles sad Luton

Pembridge set him up — he
screwed his left shot wide.
Harford led the Luton line

lect an early booking
“I think we’ve got a chance

if I am brave enough to play

the youngsters,” said Pleat.

on the way.”

He said, tongue-in-cheek,
that he had offered to come
back and replay the game

when it was stopped at 1-0 in

his favour — provided Luton
got the gate receipts!

Spurs, after three home

defeats in four games, were
~completely flattered by

| the
result. When the break came
a wag sald: “That is the first
time bad play has stopped

light!”

Shreeves had this end-of-
match message for Spurs
fans about Lineker, who has
been linked with a move to
Japan: “I want to make it
clear he is here until the end
of the season. What tran-
spires then is up sfor discus-
sion.”

Shreeves had more good
news for the punters — the
result of Paul Gascoigne's
inspection earlier in the day
by the surgeon who oper-

ated on him,
He said Gascoigne was on

course for recovery and had
received clearance to step

. uF his rehabilitation exer-
cise

s and to go swimming.

- TOTTENHAM: Thorstvedt, Edinburgh,

Van Den Hauwe, Sedgley, Howells
(w'drn 58, sub Nayim), Mabbutt, Bergs-
son, Walsh, Bamwaga, Lineker, Allen
Lw'cim 58, sub Houghton).

UTON: Chamberiain, Linton (w'drn 80,
sub Nogan) Harvey, Kamara, Dreyer,
Peake, Te t'or, Stein, Harford, Pem-
bridge, Oakes.

HE FE HEE D Frampton (Dorset).
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