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LOCAL SOCCER

- Rovers
shap is
missing
up front

BY ERIC NORRI

BARTONROVOEGHAMTN 1
A GLOOMY Christmas at Sharpenhoe

Road ended with a second home de¥eat for

the Rovers, who slipped a place to 14th in
Division Two of the Diadora League.

It was the same
old story, with not
enough finishing
power, despite the
return of Bobby
Smith to the attack.

The visitors were
well on top in the
first half, and the
only goal came in
the 31Ist minute
when Mark Butler
cracked his 3lst
goal of the season
from the edge of the
box.

The drive beat a
despairing dive by Paul
Marshall. and slid into

the corner of the net by
the left hand post.

Good saves

Marshall pulled off a
couple of good saves to
prevent Egham adding
to the score before half
time.

Paul Young went on
for Micky Thomas to try

LEADERS
DERBY POUNDING

DIADOR
LEAGUE
to add punch to Barton’s

attack after the break,
but to no avail.

Just off target

In fact their best effort
came from defender
Kevin Wright, who
intercepted a clearance
and volleyed just over

the Egham bar.
FIXTURES
TOMORROW the

Rovers go to Harefield
(3pm) and on Saturday
they are at home to
Lewes (3pm).

Next Tuesday they
entertain Southwick in
the second round of the
Loctite Trophy (7.45).

Southwick, who were
second from bottom of
the table, changed places
with bottom  club
Southall on Saturday
when they crashed 7-1 to
their fellow strugglers.

Telephone Advertising:

of the First Division.
Suddenly, 1992

being happier than
we had dared hope
for after the poor
start to the season.

It was the first time in
18 months that the Town
had won three games on
the trot.

Then, as now, they
were results desperately
needed because of fears
of relegation.

Difficult

Manager David Pleat
was quick to bring us
down to earth in the
Pressroom, with
reminders that there is a

we could once again be
marooned after difficult
away games on the near
horizon.

Perhaps so. But for
Town fans Christmas
was a real joy, all the
more pleasurable
because even the boss
had not expected nine
points out of nine.

It was a tremendous
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non-existent as Mick Harford drifts off his
markers to smash in his Boxing Day goal.
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own's Xmas verdict % % % % % A

I was delighted for
Julian James, who had a
rotten Boxing Day. He
came good  against
Chelsea, and once he
had seen off the threat of
Graham Le Saux all
Chelsea’s huffing and
puffing came to nothing.

Peake and John
Dreyer were too good
for Kerry Dixon and
Clive Allen, and the
Town midfield neatly
combined attack with
defence.

David Preece and
Mark Pembridge gave
Chelsea right back Steve
Clarke a nightmare
afternoon after he had
felt the full effect of a
Mick Harford crunch
tackle in the first 30
seconds.

Graham Stuart
replaced Clarke at half-
time and fared only a lit-
tle better.

Life was made no
easier for him when
Scott Oakes went on for
Preece with 20 minutes
togo.

Paul Telfer had to do
more work on his own
on the other flank, and
got through it without

DETAILS

Sufion; James, Peake, Dreyer, Harvey; Telfer,
oridge, Preece (Oakes 70 mins); Stein
ming), Harford. .
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Chiltern sink rivals

Steve

The villagers turned on the
pressure early in the second half,
and deservedly cancelled out
Mark Cochrane’s opener.

 the one important bite as the with 15 minutes to go.

Flamstead 0; Walden 2 Sandy 0, to save the game, and there werea

couple of scares from scrambles
around the edge of the Town’s
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CHILTERN LADIES 4
LUTONLADIES 1

THE LOCAL ladies hockey derby on the
new Vauxhall synthetic pitch at Park
Street was commanded from start to finish
by Chiltern.

Elaine Bright scored twice, with Maureen Fisk and

Dale Boyce also on target.
Chiltern’s second team completed the double over
their local rivals by beating Luton I 3-1 with goals by

Linda Fletcher (2) and Tracy Brooks,

The Chiltern third team were un|
evenly-matched game by the only goa
of Letchworth.

But the club’s fourth team helped make i r
holiday for Chiltern when they biat tl;::il:tal:cz.h ffp'py
from Luton 2-1 despite being able to field o Il‘lvals
players. R. Hooper and L. o
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Wright’s run for goal, and then
when he seemed to use his hand to
control the ball in the penalty
area,

The ref settled for a yellow card
for the foul, and saw nothing of’
the ‘handball.’

The official also saw nothing
amiss earlier when Paul Telfer,
full of dependable effort, got
down the right wing to hit a cross

2 second-half penalty until 2
h = penalty
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M sees red and more

fuss, but cffcclivcly.
Sutton had to make a
good save from Dixon in

the first half, but neither
side got too many goal
attempts on target.

So it was a real bonus
for the Town to convert
two and keep a clean
sheet for the third match
on the trot.

Harford shot over
from close range with
the Town’s first chance,
made by Harvey’s diag-
onal pass to the flank
and Pembridge’s run
and low cross from the
left wing.

On 38 minutes James

went on a forward run, -

and was fouled by Elliott
a few yards outside the
penalty area.

Cracker

The free kick routine
that followed was a real
Christmas cracker,

Preece rolled the ball
to his right, and Telfer
knocked it back.

Pembridge dummied,
and the Chelsea
defenders were  still
looking  baffled as
Harveylashed in a bullet
of a25-yarder.

It was his sccond
league goal — the first
was also from a free kick
ploy worked by Preece
‘and Pembridge, against
Southampton.

Within a minute 2
mistake by Boyd sent
Pembridge through on
his own, and Beasant
brought him down.

John Deakin, who
learned his ref’s trade
locally in the South
Midlands League while
he was stationed at RAF
Henlow, upset the
Chelsea goalkeeper and
manager by giving the
penalty for what they
claimed was a fair
challenge

Walk-up

That was ludicrous,
and so was the referee’s
decision to et  the
keeper off with a yellow
card. Under today’s
rules, it was a sending-
off offence. -

It took two minutcs

Reports
by Brian
Swain
Pictures
by Josh
Levy

despatched the penalty,
with his usual two-step
walk-up.

The style must have
worried  Mr.  Pleat,
because at half-time he
ordered that if there was
another penalty Harford
should takeit.

And with 15 minutes
to go, with Chelsea chas-
ing the game, they were
caught on the break
when Telfer robbed Ken
Monkou on the half-way
line and raced towards
goal.

Beasant  hestitated
and Boyd chased back
and pulled Telfer down
just inside the box.

Linesman

Mr. Deakin seemed at
first to signal no foul,
but then saw  his
linesman signalling that
it was a penalty offence,

This time the Chelsea
man was sent off, but
Harford hit the penalty
against the underside of
the bar and Beasant got
to the rebound just
ahead of Brian Stein,

The extra goal would
have been useful in view
of the poor goals
difference figures, but
no-one was oo vorria

 about that as the Town

completed avery happy
Christmas.

iclabambetate rcycr ® OH NO IT WASN’T! Tommy Boy’s ackl that eame him a red card
and the Town a penalty is pictured inside the line.

THE SEASON SO FAR

THE TOWN’S record in league and cup competitions to date:

Barclays League Div One

® Results, Town scorers, attendances and leagus position:

August

1IWestHam (@100 ....0.c0iiiioiriiviosoco . 25,079
21 Coventry (2) 0-5.......c000000.e. ... 10,084
24 Liverpool (h)0-0 ..cvevrevscrisivisisininnnns, 11,132
77 Arsenal (a) 0-2........ sesapsciesssneessedsnye L0, DY
31Chelsea (a) 1-4 (6ray).......corvsvnseennn,. 17,457
September

4 Southampton (h) 2-1(Gray, Harvey) .........8,055

7 Wimbledon (2)0-3........ccc0vssssverseneessn. 8,231
14 0ldham (h) 2-1 (Harford 2).....................9,005
VIOPRNBN . iiiciisincoerecerisonecoscrssnresi 0300
2 ManUtd (2)0-5 ...ovvvvnvrsvreviensinnnennss. 46,491
28 Wotts Co (h) 1-1(Gray).........ocoevsrirnnnnn.. 7,629
October

SR04, rrcrersoceircrvassrecesse AB IR
19 Shett Wed (h) 2-2 (Harford, Hogan)..........9,401
26 Horwich (@) 0-1 .eeevverevvisinssssssasinnnn. 10,514
Hovember

2EVBHION ()01 sersesevirssovrrsvssrsossvivsesssB,002
16 Tottenham (a) 1-4 (Harford)................ 27,543
23 Man City (h) 2-2 (Harford, Dreyer)......... 10,031
30 Sheft Utd (a) 1-1 (Telfer).........coeeernn... 21,804
December

TLEBI8(B)B-2 cevovrsssssssrsrsassvssserssnssis 11,550
20 Coventry (h) 1-0 (Harford) ........c0even.....7,533
26 Arsenal (h) 1-0 (Harford)........oeen..n... 12,685
26 Chelsea (k) 2-0 (Harvey, Dreyer pon)...... 10,738

APPEARANCES, Including as sub in brackets: 22 each
by Dreyer and Pembridge; Peake 18; Chamberlain 17,
Stein 16(3); Preece 14(4); Teler 13(3), Harvey 13(1),

SRRRN RRRR 23X BNIIBa R ||

®IT WAS HERE REF: Chelsea vtry to persuade John Deakin that th
tackle in which Paul Telfer was brought down was just outside the
penalty area, not inside. See below.

Harford 13, Rodger 11(1), Gray 9(2), McDonough 8;

James 8, Kamara 8, Oakes 6 (2), Sutton 5, Nogan 48),

Hughes 3(2), Farrell 3(1), Linton 2(1), Campbell 1(2),

Rees 1, Jackson 7(2), Beaumont 6(3), Thompson 5

Blalck 4&Hougrmo 1, Glover 1, :
umber of players used: 28, ;

e seven more than last

LEAGUE GOALS: Harford 7, Gray 3, Dreyer 2
Harvey2, Nogan1, Tetter 1. . 7 2 11 pem),

The Rumbelows Cup

Round 2(1):
Se

25 Birmingham (h) 2-2 , M
i (Gray, Mogan) corvsevesnes s, 315

9 Birmingham (a) 2-3 ew?2.............. 13,252
APPEARANMCES: T
o wo ach by Chambertain, , Presce

Zenith Data Systems Cup

RA2: 0ct 22 ipswich (a) 1-1 mmaonnm cessesisvese B, T80



