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z‘ T:"IE WINNER: David Preece wraps up three precious points with his

ird goal of the season. Warren Barton is the Wimbledon defender
making a despa_lrmg effort to get in a tackle after his mistake gave
Preece the opening to steer his shot wide of Hans Segers.
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@ THE EQUALISER: Imre Varadi makes sure the positive finish
Mick Harford’s flick for his debut day goal for the club who let him

Telephone

AGAINST one (?'f
the First Division's
most difficult teams
to beat, Luton
Town showed the
character and the
determination that
will be needed. to
defy the relegation
odds in overcoming
Wimbledon at
Kenilworth Road.

After an anxious start
against very physical op-
ponents, they had the
strength to get back
after conceding an early
goal, and complete. the
recovery with a second-
half winner from David
Preece.

On a breezy after-
noon, and with the
league position a worry,
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RUIS

By Sports Editor Briay S

ing touc is applied t
o
leave as a schoolboy.

it was no day for fine
flowing football to get its
rewards.

The Town had to find
an extra dimension, and
did so, including at times
mixing it with the Dons
when brute strength was
needed as much as
subtlety and skill.

Bravery bordering on
the foolhardy was one
ingredient that had to be
added.

Return

John Dreyer came out
of the battle with John
Fashanu with two teeth
loosened and one eye
well blacked.

Mick Harford had
blood pouring from a
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the ground
o:c was turned

head wound.
But the Town faced
the grim challenge with

considerable defiance S 2
and a refusal to be put celebrated
off their game. ing With a

And what a day it wag !

for Alec Chamberlain
out of the side for four
months and back only _But
because Mervyn Day
was injured.

~fving rECovery.
] Rﬁls ival on loan
| e ld 0 Bnan
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The crushing blows Town: o and it Was & Ven

that hit the goalkeeper chlabe], s.m&‘f“l If?jrm:‘nt;?:g
as first Steve Sutton, We_ Kney Harford W

¥ in the air than
¥ Rodenu at the other

then Day, have replaced
him, could have ruined

the confidence of a y@i

lesser man. ] ork
Instead, he came back { Hard W 5

to play a vital role in the | Alotof the Town S

v had to be more
> 8 :h::n hard work and
| onsistency than

win, despite a shock
start when the first shot
of the match whistled

past him into the net. e, | frarhing sl a,“ﬁ,gﬁ
It was hardly the perfect gt Rt E550
start to his 100th First fepibnpict

Julian James and
Rohard Harvey had to
¥ itk for less overlap
 yacking than usual, but
v Dreyer and Trevor
Paake performed
yonders to keep
‘Wimbledon’s central
rng ram attacks
axtyatlong range.

aral engine room
power source, and

Division appearance for
the Town.

There was nothing he
could do about that

Ipswich reseries

THE MATCH DETAL

LUTON TOWN 2 WIMBLEDON
(Half-time: 1-1)

TOWN: Chamberlain; James, Dreyer, o
Harvey; Stein, Kamara, Pembridge, Precct i
|

Harford. Subs, not used, Hughesand Campbbll, ' Danid Preece made a
WIMBLEDON: Segers; Barton, il =dwofhis job asa left

Scales, Phelan; Ryan, Earle, Sanche (i | vax,

mins); Dobbs, Fashanu, Miller. 08 8 (s Kamara had to

McAllister. ke more responsibility

A

0 the only genuine
&leasive midfielder;
80w Just the man to
®eet the stern

THE GOALS: John Fashanu for Win
minutes, cracking drive after the Town e
a cross by Terry Phelan; Imre Varadion
debut, 27 minutes, bundling in close-rangt
after Mick Harford flicked on along (i b
Pembridge; David Preece for the ToWh
careful left foot shot after Harfo
Kamara’sdiagonalcross.” =~

OTHER ATTEMPTS: Town thret:
wide; Wimbledon five saved and four W
6-4 to the Town. M

REFEREE: Brian Hill, Ketterité: 5
very strange decisions and there Wﬂ“‘i g
whistle, presumably because he ‘Y"smﬂl '
keep control on a potentially explosi’®

BOOKED: Amazingly, n0-0% o
called both skippers together to

TV L

'Town Match verdict + + *

sATTERED
OWN YET!

ST sanuran (USS2) 608811

Action pictures by Josh Levy

Wimbledon challenge
head on.

Early on that side of
the visitors' game
threatened to prevent it
being a football match,
and referee Brian Hill
had immense problems
in an explosive first 20
minutes.

His answer was to
make much use of the
whistle, to the extent of
seeing fouls which were
not, particularly on the
question of intent.

The result was that
both sides were upset by
strange decisions, and
with so much hanging on
the result, the Town did
well to keep their cool.

No bookings

Neither manager was
impressed by Mr. Hill,
vet he got through the
game without a single
booking on a day when
one or two in the early
stages would have been
well justified.

Kamara and Harford
both threatened to blow
their tops at some of the
mystery decisions, and
Fashanu got away with
one dreadful challenge
which left Dreyer flat
out. >

Mr. Hill eventually
called both skippers
together for a ‘calm it’
plea. As Fashanu was
tie Dons’ captain, it was
a bit like asking Hitler to
rein in the Gestapo.

Fortunately. the
nastiness did ease off
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after that 21st-minute
lecture, and the football
was all the better for it.

Offside

But the offside trap
played by both sides did
little to contribute to
entertainment.

Wimbledon threw
away chances to make
the game safe before
!mlf«timt\ and after the
interval the Town's
superior football was
worth its reward.

The defence had been
caught cold by the day's
first attack. First they
failed to cleara long frec
kiek.

Fullback Terry
Phelan returned the ball
from the left towards the
far post, and Robbie
Earle beat Dreyer and
Peake to flick on.
Fashanu's fierce first-
time shot gave
Chamberlain no chance.

1 feared for the Town
for some time after that,
but Chamberlain tipped
over a cross-shot by
Earle, and was let off the
hook when Paul Miller
shot wide from a clear
chance made by Earle's
run and cross from the
nght.

Phelan got away with
a handball in his own
penalty area, with James
adjudged to be guilty of
a foul as he competed
for the ball, but there
was no escape for
Wimbledon in the 27th
minute. :

The goal was a bit

scrappy, but the build-
up was a typically sweet
piece of Luton Town
tootball. Quick passing
led to a throw-in on the
left, and Pembridge
hurled it deep into the
area,

Harford got the flick-
on and Varadi pounced
to scramble the ball over
the line from very close
range.

Harford put a header
just wide from a cross by
Prece, Chamberlain
made a thrilling save to
stop Fashanu making it
2-1, and Harford curled
a 20-yarder a few inches
too high as the first half
ended in a torrent of
good attacking action by
both sides.

Composed

After the interval the
Town put much more
composure into their
game. S

Stein dribbled
through for a shot that
was too close to Hans
Segers, and when
Wimbledon hit back
Chamberlain came to
the rescue again, going
full-length to push a low
shot by Lawrie Sanchez
round the post.

But the Town had the
better of things by now,
and got the winner in the
64th minute.

Kamara hit a diagonal
cross in from the right,
Harford's reliable aerial
power enabled him to
getanother flick-on, and

|The season so far

. i 'Msh'ighnmﬁm, home and away, Town scorers, attendances and league position:

25C. Palace (a) 1-1 (Pembridge pen) ........ 12,108 20

29 18eds (8) 0-2 .ccuurrnrananisnannnaninianne
(a)

28,231 20

7. Palace (h) 1-1 (Cakes) e e s L

11 Tottenham (h) 0-0 ..........
14 Everton (a) 1-1 (Stein).....c...
21 Southampton (a) 1-2 (P:gtnl:{idge).

4 Wimbledon (h) 2-1 (Varadi, Preece) «.......T, 754

e 11,484 20
19
20

seneecs

20

APPEARANCES (as sub in brackets): Ever-presents,

36 each, Dreyer a
Preece 28(4), Harv

nd Pembridge; Peake 32, Stein 28(5),
ey 27(1), Marford 28, James 22,

Xamara 22, Chamberlain 18, Telfer 17(3), Oakes 11(6),

Gray 9(2), Hughes 6(3),

4, Rees 3, Linton 2(1), Varad

Before transfers:

8), Campbell 47), Day
"wl‘:,ss(al)mn (%?b\:lmams (1)

Sutton 14 (on loan), Rodger 11(1),

9, Jackson 7(2), Beaumont 6(3), Thompson §,

4, Farrell 3(1), Holsgrove 1, 6
Number of players used: 32,

lover 1 (on loan).

eleven more than last season.

GOALS: Harford 9, Pembridge 3(1 pen), Preece 3, Gray 3,

Dreyer 2(1 pen),

Harvey 2, Oakes 2, Stein 2, Varadi 1,

Nogan 1, Telfer1, 06 1 (Tanner, Liverpool). :

FA CUP, THIRD ROUND
.laMstwmnﬂ(a)0—4.........,......................
APPEARANCES: One sach

Peake, Dreyer, Harvey,

12,201

Yelfer, Kamara, Pembridge, Precce,

Cakes and Stein. One as sub by Campbell.

ME RUMBELOWS CUP

. h) 2-2 (ray, Nogan) .
Rd 2(1) Sep 25: Birmingham { )2.3 (BraY 2).usssmssnisseses 13,252
Chamberlain, Jackson

9: Birmingham (3)
Rd 2(2) Oct e bach

One oach by Peake, Narve,
two as sub. Salton one as sub.

by

AP n,
Beaumont, Pembridge, m“msﬂ"m' Rodge

ata System
Rd 2: Oct 22 Ipswich (a) 1- C(Jn;:uf).losto:::?s‘:.o.‘.f;‘::.w .

6,318

, Preeue,

).
Telter and Gray. Stein 1(
. r and Narford. Nogan

: Ono ea james, Nughes, Willlams
Pembridge, Nogan, S,
salton, Allpress, ch as sub: Rees and Campbell.

with Warren Barton
misjudging the bounce
Prece nipped in on the
blind side and careully
placed a left-foot drive
into the far corner.

Minimum

We might complain
that once more the
Town were not strong
enough to go on from
there and double the
lead, but at least this
time the usual late-
match nerves were kept
to a minimum, and
Wimbledon were kept at
long range until the final
whistle sounded.

It provoked a roar of
delight and relief from
the crowd, redoubled
when news came
through that Coventry
had lost at home to
Arsenal.

In trouble

With a five-point gap
to make up in the last six
games, the Town may
still be in trouble, but
sillier things have
happened in football
before today.

All I want is to see the
away results start to
match the effort and
team spirit that was too
good at home for
Wimbledon.
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IMRE: Delight
scored by the striker onloan from Leeds.
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at the equaliser

Luton can still
beat the odds

WIMBLEDON manager
Joe Kinner, who knows
what relegation battles are
all about, hopes Luton
Town win their’s.

The Dons were only three
points above the relegation
places when he was promoted to
the top job after Peter Withe was
sacked inJanuary.

Since then Wimbledon have
maed their Premier League place
safe with only three defeats in his
11 games in charge.

No complaints

But he had no complaints
about Saturday's result.

“We got off to a great start
with John Fashanu's goal,” he
said. **Paul Miller had a chance to
make it 2-0 and Fashanu could
have got our third just before the
interval.

“We missed our chances and
paid for it. Luton won the second
half, and good luek to them. .

“We have been in the position

- there are in now and got out of it

and hopefully Luton will do the
same.”

Town boss David Pleat said: ‘It
was a difficult challenge made
more difficult when we went a
goal down.

“But we fought back well, and
| was pleased with the fiest 23
minutes of the second halty

“We played goad football and
puta lotinta it :

] was particularly pleased tor
Alee Chamberlain, who returned
with confidence,

“The defence did very well in
pushing Fashanu out away from
goal, and the cComMMUNICATION Was
very good between Chamberlain,
Peake and Dreyer. 3

“1¢ was a tricky decision to

decide on the goalkeeper.

“Mervyn Day probably could
have played with an injection to
reduce the pain from his finger
injury.

Late selection

1t wasa real dilemma, and the
decision was made at the last
minute. Fortunately for us Alec
had a sound game. Now it's up to
him to go on from there.™

Chamberlain said: “lam pleas-
ed to be back in the side.
although it 18 not a good start to
the game when the ball goes past
you trom their fiest shot.

“*But after that everything
went well, and we looked faitly
solid. §

“1 have never been dropped
before, and it is something I don't
want to happen aain,

1 didn't see any point in going
on loan to Ipswich 1 the Second
Division as cover when there was
a chance 1 could get back into our
Finst Division side,

Centuryup

*1 have been on 99 games tfor a
long time, and 1 wanted to reach
three figures. Thanktully I have
done that now, and 1 hope 1 can
200N 1O geta few more,

“Hopefully we can get the
points we nead tor safety in our
remaining games,

He sad it might not have been
A pretty mateh to watch, but
everyone in the Town camp Knew
the importance of Saturday’s
result,

“Wimbledon were content
with knocking the ball long and
fighting tor it, and 1 thought we

The things they said

stood up to it quite well after
weathering a bit of an early
storm.

“In the first half we didn’t pass
the ball, but in the second we
did.™

Dishit out

Midfielder Chns Kamara said:
“Wimbledon are a funny side to
play against. They can dish it out,
but can also take it.

“They knocked us over for the
first 13 minutes, but we had a lot
of determination.

“L have never been involved in
a relegation struggle before, but
the lads tell me they are quite
good atat!™

lmre Varadi enjoyed coming
back for a scoring debut 17 yeans
after he was passed over as a
schoalboy player.

Godirey Ingram beat him to an
apprenticeship vacaney.

*1 was very disappointed when
they let me 20, he said. “But in
football you have got to keep go-
ing and make your way. %

1 was out of the side at Leeds
S0 when David Pleat rang me 1
was delighted to come.

Difficult start

STt was a ditticult fist game.
You have to battle with
Wimbledon, and we did.

"My goal was a matter of bing
i the right place at the right
time, It was a set piece we had
practised in training.

1 think we deserved to win,
Everyone knows how well Luton
have been doing tootball-wise
thiy season, but ity the pointy
that matter,™



