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@ (_iRAY DAY: After five months of frustration on the injured list,
Phil Gray made his return as a sub against Nottingham Forest,
and went on again during the Manchester United game. But he
was left out on Monday, with David Pleat deciding that he was
not quite right for a third Division One outing in a week.

Striker’s return is

AETER seeing the
Town fail to get an away
win in their previous 24
trips, the defiant fans
who went to Loftus
Road on Monday suf-
fered one of the worst
heartbreaks of the
| scason.
Against all the odds
| and the run of play the
Town snatched a 64th-
y minute penalty lead and
suddenly we were
dreaming of being out of
the bottom three for the
first time since last
September.

But once more the last
ten minutes was crucial,

a happy overture

LUTON TOWN 2 NOTTM FOREST 1

PHILIP Gray’s return to
League action put the
happy ending to the Easter
prelude when he went on as
sub against Nottingham
Forest.

A remarkable match +/as full of
quick and exciting soccer, with a
wet and slippery pitch causing
problems for both sides,
defenders in particular.

Good football

Three-games-a-week Forest
were weakened by injuries after
their Rumbelows Cup final defeat
by Manchester United, but
played some good football.

For Town fans it was a treat to
see them come back confidently
after the blow of conceding a goal
in the second minute.

It was ironic that Kingsley
Black should score it, with time
and space to get the left foot shot
exactly right after Roy Keane and
Thor Orlygsson had mounted a
swift raid down the Forest right
wing.

But that was the worst damage
Black was allowed to do, with

Julian James having a storming

A/

o e -

game in keeping him at bay, and
crowning it with a brilliant
winner, his first goal of the
season. .

As Forest marked space from a
corner by David Preece, James
hurtled upfield and flung himself
horizontally to power a diving
header into the net.

Mick Harford’s 11th goal of the
season had given the Town the
equaliser, and they were unlucky
not to win by a bigger margin.
Harford had a header from a
cross by David Preece ruled out
for offside, and Imre Varadi
clipped the top of the bar with a
header from a free kick by Mark
Pembridge.

Teddy Sheringham had one in
the net for Forest, but that too
was offside.

The match details

TOWN: Chamberlain; James,
Dreyer, Peake, Harvey; Stein,
Kamara, Pembridge, Preece (Gray 72
mins); Varadi (Hughes 79 mins), Har-
ford.

FOREST: Crossley; Croshy,

Hatfiold plus villagos

TICK APPROPRIATE BOX
SEND YOUR COUPON TO;

L.uton; Dunstable, Mid Beds and villagos
News, Gazette and Leader

Luton, Dunstable, Mid lhul;-;,'lu]n‘glAll(b)ﬂliplﬁt/)md ;

Walker (Kaminsky HT), Clough,
Williams; Orlygsson, Keane, Gem-
mill, Black; Glover, Sheringham.
Other sub: Warner.

THE GOALS: Kingsley Black for
Forest, two minutes, careful left foot
shot after cross by Thor Orlygsson was -
pulled back beyond Town defenders
slipping and sliding on the wet surface;
Mick Harford for the Town, 12
minutes, crisp low shot after Mark
Pembridge, David Preece and Chris
Kamara built a sweeping passing move
down the Town’s left; Julian James,
powerful diving header from a right
wing corner by Daid Preece in the 24th
minute, .

OTHER ATTEMPTS: Town eight
saved, six wide, one clipped the top of
the bar and one disallowed for offside;
Forest four saved, three wide, and omt
disallowed for offside. Corners: 6-5 to
the Town.

REFEREE: Tom Fitzharris
Bolton. Excellent. !

ATTENDANCE: 8,014, Very good
onacold and very wet night.

ENTERTAINMENT: Smashing
the best we had seen at Keuilworll;
Road for a long time, with the slippery

conditions adding to the pace of the
game. What a bonus (0 haye another
cracker a few days later for (he visit of
Manchester United!
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QPR 2 LUTON TOWN 1

and burly Les Ferdinand
hit two goals in three
minutes to turn the
dream into another
nightmare.

But we could hardly
kid ourselves that the
Town were unlucky.

Quicker

Perhaps they took too
much out of themselves
in the titanic clash with
Manchester United.

Whatever the cause,
the effect was painfully
obvious: the Town did
not get their passing
game on the road, and
Rangers were far
quicker on and off the
ball, and much more in-
cisive in attack.

Almost nothing went
right for the Town until
their lucky break penal-

Chris Kamara had a
stomach upset, and was
not his forceful self in a

midficld dominated by

veteran Ray Wilkins.
Mark Pcml)ru.lg,c,

who looked like giving

“the attack the power

surges it needed, had to
become left back after
Richard Harvey was put
out of action by @
yellow-card two-footed
‘tackle’ by Bradley
Allen.

Mick Harford found
Alan McDonald very
difficult to shake off,
and Scott Oakes, on the
right wing, got round the
back only once, for a
first-half cross which
David Bardsley almost
turned into his own net.

Pace was the biggest
difference between the
teams. Ferdinand and
Andy Sinton had it in far
greater abundance than
any Town player, and it
was fortunate that Sin-
ton’s use of the ball was
not as impressive as the
case with which he all

too often skipped clear
of Julian James.

Wasteful

Rangers were woeful-
ly profligate with their
territorial advantage.
Manager Gerry Francis
said that until the late
goals he feared his side

would deserve all and

getnothing.

The Town’s defence
had a lot of uneas
moments, but while they
lived dangerously the
occasional chances came
up on the break at the
otherend.

They rarely looked
like being converted,
while Rangers were
more threatening.

Hit a post

Sinton hit the post in
the first half and Allen
was denied by a fine save
by Chamberlain.

It was a shock when in
the 64th minute
McDonald carelessly
shoved Harford as they

MONDAY’S LOFTUS ROAD DETAILS
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Harvey (Hughes 35 mins);
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¢POINT-SAVER: Mick Harford rises above Denis
 United. Seconds later he had headed the rebound off

Mark Pembridge and
David Preece worked
the ball down the left
wing, and Preece pro-
duced a gem of a teas-
ing, curling cross to the

far post. Gary Pallister

and Steve Bruce were
by-passed, and left back
Bleinti's I'nwin, the
weakest of the United
back four in terms of
height and weight, was
unable to get near the
ball as Harford rose ma-
jestically above him.

The header hit the
bar, but Harford follow-
ed up to nod in his 12th
First Division goal of the
season.

The draw was the
least the Town’s heroes
deserved from a flowing
end to end game.

Second best

But United might eas-
ily have pulled off a
smash and grab raid for
all three points, even
though they were rarely
in command. ;

They were second
best by a long way for

Kep, Phiji Ugh Gray’s cautionlooked alittle harsh
Apofo ar:; Gray for delaying a United free
‘ n.,,“ENDAN Niggly retaliation; Milke Phelan, fo
] 0nfig E: Jam-packed 13,410, the firs
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Peake,
66mins), Harford.

HT), Bruce, Pallister,
Kanchelskis 80 mins)-

wide and 1
10-5 to United.

a very good game an
éhris Kamara and Mark
ul on Gray-
¢ full house K

kick;

Jose to beating the

the first 20 minutes, and
for that Mr. Pleat prais-
ed Chris Kamara in par-
ticular for his handling
of playmaker Brian Mc-
Clair.

The visitors were
reduced to a succession
of back passses at one
stage to take the sting
out of the game as the
Town thratened. to run
riot.

Inches over

Imre Varadi flashed
an early shot inches over
the bar after a one-two
with Scott Oakes, star-
ting a league game for
the first time in over a
month.

Pallister stabbed a
panicky far post
clearance narrowly wide
of his own net from a fiz-
zing cross by Pem-
bridge, who met the
corner with a thundering
drive which hit the top of
the bar. It would have
been ruled out,
however, for offside
against other Town men

near the goal.

Harvey; Oakes (Stein
Irwin;
nutmegging Alec

50 minutes, from the

5 Mi the Town, R o
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enilworth Road’s
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Irwin to_ head for goal against Manchester
the bar into the net.

Richard Harvey and
Harford then worked
another opening for
Varadi for a shot which
was too high, and ever-
willing Pembridge miss-
ed a couple of half-
chances with drives off
target.

Long ball

United’s attacking
ideas were reduced to
the long ball, via
goalkeeper Pet.er
Schmeichel’s massive
punts.

And in Mark Hughes,
Ryan Giggs and Lee
Sharpe they had more
pace than the Town to
cashin. .

Hughes nearly did so
after Julian James and
Trevor Peake failed to
handle a long clearance,
but shot weakly wide
from a good position.

But United’s first shot
on target was cruel:
Peake missed a

‘Schmeichel clearance

and Sharpe was through
in a flash to nutmeg Alec
Chamberlain.

Composure

It was against the run
of play, but the Town
fought back with great
composure and concen-
tration, and the 50th-
minute equaliser was the
very least they deserved.

United switched their
formation to try to find
ways of wresting con-

without success,
and were glad to see
fl;lglr keeper clutch a
curling drive by Pem-
bridge as thl? Town kept

¢ attack. .
upIgc:r a change, it v:/)ds

opposition
::n(;erhggks as the final
quarter was played, with
the Town full of con-
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Easter verdict + +

cLE! Chance to get

out of the last
three is hlown

AFTER an Easter
that began with
much promise,

% Luton Town need a

helping hand if
their ten years in
the First Division is
to be continued.

Monday’s defeat means
that if Coventry take
four points from their
last two games, at home

i to West Ham and away
? to Aston Villa, the

2 Townare down.

fidence after proving to
themselves that they
were more than a match
for the best team in the
land.

Good save

Brian Stein, who was
sub to make way for the
return of Oakes, might
have crowned the occa-
sion with a fairy-tale en-
ding.

He replaced Oakes
and almost his first taste
of the action was to get
clear from a neat pass by
James. . .

A dramatic winner
was on the cards until
Schmeichel pulled off
the day’s best save to
prevent it.

Mr. Ferguson thought
United shoudld have
held on to their lead, but
added: “T was very im-
pressed by Luton.

“They deserved the
result. I saw them at
Manchester City a few
weeks ago. They lost,
but they showed they
could play brilliant foot-
ball at times.”

Mr. Pleat was
delighted that the
Town’s preparation had
been vindicated by
events, including the
recall of Oakes.

Practised

The equaliser came
from a move the squad
worked on in training,
believing that the best
way to beat one of the
finest defences in the
League was to use
Preece’s accurate
crosses to the back post
and Harford’s power.

And in the second half
Chamberlain did a vital

ob.
! The Town had to push

If the Town could
have held on to their
lead at Loftus Road,
they would have been
out of the bottom three

The next champs
lare well maitch

LUTON TOWN 1 MANCHESTER UNITED 1

Y]

up to seek all three
points, leaving the
goalkeeper with extra
responsibility.

In the event he played
almost as a sweeper,
prowling around on the
edge of his penalty area,
and reading the game
perfectly.

He did it so well that
in the 90 minutes he did
not have a serious save
to make.

And that was a tribute
to the way the whole
team played for each
other.

Iimposed

Fleet Street men com-
plained that United
never got into their
stride, and did not play
with the look of real
champions.

That was an insult:
they were never able to
because they were up
against a team that was
very determined to im-
pose itself on quality op-
position.

® MATES: Welsh internationals
Hughes in competition.

for the first time since
they beat Oldham at
Kenilworth Road in
September.

The possibility of yet
another miraculous
escape opened up on
Saturday as other results
camein.

The point gained at
Kenilworth Road began
to look a lot more
valuable when news
came through that
Coventry had lost again.

Fate?

They are beginning to
worry at Highfield Road
that the fates are con-
spiring against them.

A week earlier an
88th-minute own goal by
Kenny Sansom had sent
Coventry to a narrow
defeat at Notts County.

And Saturday’s home
defeat against Everton
was another one-goal
disaster: the winner by
Peter Beagrie was
covered by goalkeeper
Steve Ogrizovic until it
caught a defender’s
deflection to leave the
big goalkeeper helpless.

It was Coventry’s fifth
successive defeat and by
the time they lost again
at Leeds on Monday
Don Howe was looking
at a run of only two wins
in 17 games since he
replaced Terry Butcher.

But the Sky Blues
goal difference, minus

eight compared to the
Town’s minus 34, is wor-
tha point to them.

Norwich City are still
in some danger of being
dragged into the
dogfight because of a
hangover from their FA
Cup semi-final defeat
against Second Division
Sunderland.

They went down to
their fourth defeat in a
row, at Sheffield
Wednesday on Monday
after Notts County won
1-0 at Carrow Road on
Saturday.

West Ham are just
about dead, and will be
buried tonight if they
fail to beat Manchester
United at Upton Park.

But Notts County are
battling bravely.

Lift

Two consecutive
wins, at home to Coven-
try and away to Nor-
wich, gave them a lift,
and the Town have Shef-
field United to thank for
an important 3-1 win at
Meadow Lane on Mon-
day.

A home win would
have shoved the Town
down to 21st place.

Instead, if the dream
results happen this
weekend, we could yet
go to Nottingham on
Saturday week with the
chance of another last-
day escape.

The First Division

HOME AWAY

BW.D L. . E AW DL E- A P
Tleeds oot coostoocsss 40128 0 37 13 8 8 4 33 22 76
Man United ....... SO 726 31 12 = 9282829, 177 75,
Sheff Wed .........4013 4 3 39 24 8 6 6 22 24 73
Arsenal.... 7-2 46 21t 57 706 29 23 68
Man City.. 4 43014 6 68 24 32 64
Liverpool . SESNIS2E 17 3. 9 T 12522450
Sheff Utd.. 64 5279205 73110436 37 57
Nottm Forest 543425 6 410 24 28 57
Aston Villa 352916 4 610 17 26 57
C. Palace.. 76123245077 7 6 29 3556
Chelsea.. 716 3029166 '8 18" 28752
Oldham . IS 444 315 3104134 1730} 51
Tottenham. 7 211 3032 8 4 8 24 25 51
QPR...... SRLOSSE 248218 61 1 T 22 225850
Everton.. 78 5 26 18 S S10 21 29 49
Wimbleaon... 94'S 16129:201 . S 8191820 3249,
Southampton 40 6 5 916 28 7 S 8 21 22 49
Norwich City......40 8 5 7 28 27 3 611 18 34 44
Coventry...... S8 7 817 IS0 ST 4ATE 17827 41
Luton Town .. 9. 7 4 231 17« 055815012452 39
Notts Co.... 6151 9 22828 385120116318 37
West Ham . 469 S S

N
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Mark Pembridge and Mrk



