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@ SPLASHBALL 1: Scott Oakes trying hard to be

a ball-player as the water spurts up.
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ALTHOUGH the
result might have

“Men against boys,”
said manager David
¢ Pleat, trotting out a
.. cliche which s still true.

Even the benefit of a
superb early goal was
not enough to deny
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Pompey striker’s treble

extra pain as TV shows
some of them starring at

the models in the shop
window.
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skidded off at pace.
More often it stuck, gmd
the Town's passing
game Was doomed.

Conditions may have
been farcical, but in the
lottery they produced
portsmouth had unfair
odds in experience and

the midfield could not
make any kind of
decisive impact, neither
before nor after two
substitutions.

As we may expect a
little more rain between
now and next May, the
implications are
frightening.

The ball bounced to
the edge of the box, and
John Dreyer hit a sweet
left-foot volley into the
top corner.

Trouble

Defenders were

on the break.

And they did that so
easily it was hurtful.

A through-ball by
Warren Aspinall sent
Whittingham racing
Uhmolutgithefior. the
equaliser in the 27th
minute, with Des Linton

\

missed what looked like
an obvious penalty in
the 54th minute, when
Maguire held down
Gray as the ball was

played forward through
the air.

We were left to think

Sadly, and it is not his
fault, it was hardly right
for the inexperienced
Campbell either.

Portsmouth’s first
substitution was nearly
devastating.

D\
They sent on Mark

staging another demo
against David Kholer.

For the record, he too
was very depressed at
the result, but defiantly
stuck to his guns about
the need to do what he
has done.

that he had grave doubts
over the pitch’s ability to
soak up heavy rain.

The surface, put down
18 months ago, uses the
same foundations and
drainage installed for the
plastic pitch seven years
ago.

penalty claims.

those conditions.

had been top class.

TWO of the most experienced
managers in the game, Jim
Smith and David Pleat, agreed
that the soaked pitch made
football a farce, and turned the
match into a lottery.

The Pompey boss thought Brian Hill
was wrong to play on it, and he also felt

the ref made mistakes during the
game, when he refused Portsmouth

He added: “You should give credit
to both teams for playing football in

“I am glad that the ref didn’t call it
off once he had started, but really I
didn’t think the pitch was fit for play.

“It was a lottery, but every one of
our goals was excellent.”

The Town boss agreed with Mr.
Smith’s verdict that Guy Whittingham

Managers’
viewpoints

“We played quite well in the first
half-hour,” said Mr. Pleat. “But then
the stronger men took over from the
boys.

“Portsmouth looked stronger and
got better as the game wenton.

“And the difficult conditions suited
the stronger side. We don’t have big
strong men, and we haven’t got the
power that was needed.

““It was men against boys.”

Whittingham disclosed that he did
not receive the usual present of the
matchball as a memento of his second

. hat-trick of the season, because it had
been kicked out of the ground.

But he was not moaning about that.
He said: “The conditions were bad,
but [ enjoyed them. Sometimes the wet
was holding the ball up, and sometimes
it wasn’t. You just had to gamble, and
for me it came out right.”

® RESULTS showing Town score first, Town goalscorers, attendances and league position:

BARCLAYS LEAGUE DIV |

APPEARANCES (as sub in brackets): Ever-presents,
nine each: Petterson, Linton, James, Gray and Preece;
Claridge 8(1), Peake 7, Dreyer 7, Salton 7, Rees 7,
Kamara 6, Oakes 4(4), Hughes 3, Campbell 2(5),

Johnson 2(1), Matthew 1(1).
Number of players used: 16 (32 last season).

GOALS: Claridge 2 (1 pen) and one each by Campbell,

. . . - -
: e : Chamberlain in place of Linton, Oakes, James, Gray and Dreyer.
Atleastthe plasticpit-  unable to hold him off. Paul Walsh w%o had But when that surface . :
ey 2 l l ch loaded the odds a lit- For the next nine not done ver,y well, and  was ripped up heavy
ﬂe;; (t’r:h?:enlyt!an d gllltl;:gsts ;Echsc;wtlZ) mlzd the former England forries and diggers were
ES started so Deay winger’s first touch was  used, and compacted the

well for the Town, and
the overdue home win

good football, and then
two goals in two minutes

to start a move with
Clarke which ended

underground drainage
materials.

MANAGER David Pleat was not in the S5th minute; Steve Clarid
4 > 2¢, 2 - 3
too desolate about the exit from LUTON TOWN 1 deflecting header, after John Dreyer, scemed likely when they ~ hammered them into oy piry shooting just ;
the Anglo-Italian Cup after only BRISTOL CITY 1 at the back of the penalty area, headed drew first blood. ~  submission. epn Parts of the pitch
two poorly-attended preliminary forward from a corner by David First Whttingham Bu'L % osalday when which escaped that'very
Preece. Saved went down the flank o Ph L S8 ?legabvty traffic are still all

round games.

He felt sorry for his players,
who had done more than enough
to win in everything bar putting
the ball into the net. Phil Gray
could have had a hat-trick with a

worried stiff about financial pro-
blems was that the club will not
have to make two trips to Italy for
midweek games, which would
almost certainly be money-
losers, and could also be expen-

OTHER ATTEMPTS: Town six
saved, 11 wide and one hit a post; City
three saved and four wide. Corners:
12-3 to the Town.

Whittingham had
served notice in the
game’sfirst attack, when
a solo burst caught the
Town on the break.

past Julian James, and
his hard low cross was
expertly turned in at the
near post by Colin
Clarke.

the game wore on, and
Portsmouth got better
and more confident, and
15 minutes from time
Whittingham completed

Elsewhere continual
rain is like filling a bath:
the water drains to a
degree, but then the level
rises until it reaches the

little change of luck, Damien sive in terms of injuries to a small REF: Michael Reed, Birmingham. / t hat-trick b
Matthew wgs robbed of a home squad. Had 1fa‘;lga'l‘(‘jei,b“t the To“t’l" were :I;ﬁyt:;ﬁ?gf‘ d': ey, Back-heel ?: Ci:‘;i}:ggr again frorz surface— and there is no
sure he should have given them a IS advance 7 .
debutl goal by aIPOSt’ and strong Match details 80th-minute penalty when Vi and save at the striker’s Then a clever back-  another through-ball by plug byl ! :
penalty appeals were turne Scott seemed to trip Steve Claridge to fect, although Pompey heel by A1lan McLoughlin. : Referce Brian Hill
By the time Gray hit  came in for criticism for

down in a late rush of attacking.

The Town poured on the
pressure for the last half-hour,
after David Preece had gone on in
place of Matthew, but could not

TOWN: Petterson; Linton, Salton,
Dreyer, James; Rees, Matthew
(Preece 57 mins), Kamara, Campbell
(Oakes 57); Claridge, Gray.

BRISTOL CITY: Welch; Mitchell,
Thompson, Bryant, Scott; Mellon,

stop his run for goal.

ATTENDANCE: 2,538, lowest first
team gate at Kenilworth Road since a
visit by Bristol Roversin 1933,

ENTERTAINMENT: Cracking

Manager Jim Smith
thought penalty should
havebeen awarded.

¢ stopped worryin
about that whenrythg
Town’s third corner of

McLoughlin set up
Whittingham to make it
3-1 in the 38th minute,
and the contest was as
good as over.

Early in the second

the bar with a cross-
cum-shot in the 85th
minute the Town were
well beaten.

Sodden

starting the game.
People who saw him
inspecting the pitch were
surprised that he did not
take a ball out with him.

idge’s 62nd- . 5 : . nff :
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The consolation for a manager

strike from Bristol City’s first corner,

touch to some excellent team play.

subject of an unusual tackle from behind.
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Kamary g challenge
Prevented a clean
| Clearance.

turn the game roun
again. ! ;
But referee Brian Hill

with others staying on
only for the pleasure of

he First Divisin

been very different.

ASSISTS: Gray 2, Claridge 1, Kamara 1, Linton 1,
Hughes 1.
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ANGLO-ITALIAN CUP

Sep 15 Watford (a) 0-0
28 Bristol City (h) 1-1 (Claridge).........eveennene 2,538
APPEARANCES: Two each by Petterson, Linton,
Salton, Rees, James, Kamara, Claridge and Gray.
Preece 1(1), Campbell 1{1), Peake 1, Johnson 1, Dreyer
1, Matthew 1, Oakes (2).
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