32— NEWS/GAZETTE, December 31, 1992

O_ DE_BU_T QHAL_LENGE: Martin Williams, 19, starting a league game for the first
tlme.m his life, pictured doing one of the day’s most imporant jobs at Upton Park,
closing down Julian Dicks, a full-back who likes to attack.

@ RESULTS showing Town score first, goalscorers, gates and league position:

BARCLAYS LEAGUE DIV |

APPEARANCES (as sub in brackets): Ever-presents, 22
each: James and Gray. Preece 21, Peake 17, Linton 16(3),

AUGUST *  Rees 16, Salton 15, Johnson 14(2), Petterson 14, Dreyer 13
15 Leicester (a) 1-2 (Camphell)....................... 17,428 - Kamara 12, Oakes 10(11), Hug#e)s 8, Chamberiain 8, Telfer
22 Bristol City (h) 0-3 .. enees 1,926 22 7(1), Benjamin 4 (2), Campbell 2(7), Williams 1(2). BEFORE
29 Charlton (a) 0-0.............. T s ....6,302 21 TRANSFERS: Claridge 15(1); Matthew (loan) 3(2).
SEPTEMBER Number of players used: 20 (32 last

2Mewcastle (a)0-2................. s veenn 21,054 21 R : soacon).

5 Tranmere (h) 3-3 (Claridge, Linton, Oakes).... 6,801 23 GOALS: Gray 10, Oakes 3, Claridge 2 (1 pen), James 2,
13 Brentford (a) 2-1 (James, Gray) ... ...7,310 13  Dreyer 2, and one each by Campbell, Linton, Johnson,
18 Birmingham (1) 1-1 (Claridge pen) ...8,481 21 Telfer, Benjaminand Hughes.

26 Motts Co (a)0-0................ it 9,992 21 ASSISTS: Gray 4, Preece 3, Claridge, Rees, Hughes and
OCTOBER Kamara two each. One each by James, Linton, Salton,
3 Portsmouth (h) 1-4(Dreyer)....................... 7854 20 JohnsonandDieyer;
:ggaﬁi&“a%aﬁ ...... o gm Zzg THE COCA-COLA CUP / :
e -3 (Johnson) ............. ; :
7 Round 2, first leg:
25 Peterborough (a) 3-2 (Gray 2, Telf o 1,125 22 2 4
& bt (ts 2{;’( Jam‘es’a‘ém)f_f') L gep zadﬁlymouth (h)2-2 (Claridge 2)................. e 3,702
JGray).... ; standiay:
KOVEMBER
. Oct 6 Plymouth (a) 2-3 (Claridge, Preece).............. 8,946
;ga_mb:dg: (f)j-é(ﬂakes- 6ray2)........c.c.. 2’79;: g APPEARANCES: Two each by Petterson, Linton, Salton,
rimsby (h) 1-4 (Gray) ............ -6, Peake, Johnson, James, Kamara, Preece, Gray and Claridge.
;: ?4]::?:; }Ia()h(;-;i - e . :,;75‘11 g Oa;Ss A:g )(,: lIle‘eus 1(;). l:)mz aa;;h as sub by Campbell and Dreyer.
5 V) cocerncinncnees 187 : Claridge 3, Preece 1.
SEn e RN ANGLO-ITALIAN CUP

5 Bristol ROV (2) 0-2.......v.ovreereeessrrsinsnnnns 6,245 22 SCP1SWAHOM(@)00..covcervoo.. - 5,197
12 Wolves (a) 2-1 (6ray 2) . ; 13932 19 29 Bristol City (h) 1-1 (Claridge)....................... 2,538
19 Sunderiand (h) 0-0 8'288 2 : APPE::AHCES‘:: Imi':i each :yﬁ Pem;rson, Linton, Salton, Rees, .

seApresspecss fE2eRS e ames, Kamara, Claridge and Gray. Preece 1(1), Campbell 1(1
28 West Ham () 2-2 (Hughes, Dreyer)............ 18788 20 ook dohuson’, Oroyor 1, Matthens: oasr e M1

Telephone

A RED hot revival,
fighting back from
two down in the last
245 mim e C S
delighted the
frozen Luton Town
fans who made the
trip to Upton Park
on Monday.

After a slow start in
near-zero temperatures
the game caught fire to
warm up West Ham'’s
biggest attendance of
the season.

The second half was
pulsating stuff, and
while both sides could
have nicked victory the
result was about right.

For the Town it was
fair reward for a mixture
of honest toil, defiance,

“and a determined

refusal to accept defeat.

Skipper Trevor Peake
emerged as my man of
the match, imperious
and solid in defence
despite taking a bit of a
buffeting.

Hairy

- The defence survived
some hairy moments in

the first half, and West °

Ham needed a penalty
to make a breakthrough
carlyin the second.

And when Tim
Breacker scored against
h1§ old mates in the 66th
minute it should have
been all over, and would
have been against a
lesser team.

But the Town roared
back, and every man
played his part as they
earned their point, the
two subs included.

So did manager David
Plea!‘,_ who reverted to
the hvp—man midfield
formation which did the
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_Quick double

_changes the

Bubbles tune

business in the previous
away game, at
Wolverhampton.

If anything, it worked
better at West Ham, and
it looked as though the
players were happier
withit at the second time
of asking.

A pre-match surprise
was the decision to give
19-year-old Martin
Williams his first start in
league football, wide on
the right.

He did well, without
hitting the high spots.
He concentrated on not
doing anything silly and
his most valuable con-
tribution was as a half-
way line defender,
working to restrict the
overlapping runs of
West Ham left back
Julian Dicks.

Little Jason Rees was
a sort of front sweeper,
and he showed that his
game is not only about
running his legs off. He
stood tall, all 5ft Sins of
him, to ensure that
Hammers dangermen
Clive Allen and Trevor
Morley were given little
of the quality service
they needed.

Dependable

It was good to see
Paul Telfer getting back
towards his dependable
best, and Ceri Hughes
and David Preece both
slaved away in a mid-
field that had to get

through a lot of hard
work.

I got the feeling that
Hughes was happier on
the ball than we have
seen him since before his
early season injury.

He was certainly very
much involved: he gave
away a penalty, scored,
and then got booked.

The Hammers under
Billy. Bonds have more
muscle than they used to
have in the days when
they entertained a lot,
and won little.

And they put a lot of
pressure on the Town
defence.

But it took a penalty
to crack it, with Julian
James putting in another
storming performance.
It including a booking
for a foul on Dicks, his

third yellow card of the

season.

At left back Marvin
Johnson had to hang on
in the first half when the
pace of Mark Robson
threatened, but he stuck
to his job, and turned in
a very disciplined
display, while John
Dreyer put the icing on a
salid performance
alongside Peake with
the equalising goal.

Town players have so
much taith in Alec
Chamberlain that he
came in for some ribbing
at the end for not saving
the penalty which Dicks
blasted into the roof of
the net.

. Peter Bui

_ of winning when !

\

Robson, then
his feet instantly to.

Long rangé

On run of play West
Ham had much the
better of the first half
but could not make it
count because the
Town’s deep defence
kept them at long range.

But we had ascarein
the 22nd minute when
Robson cut in past
Johnson and fired ina
low cross which zipped
to the far post and was | rlieved to see the ball
turned into the net by 'camon back off the far
Morley. The roar from = st
the crowd was still going . Until then we had
on as referee Mike - alittle of Phil Gray,
Pierce accepted the oft: = e one striker, but he
side decision froma = atlled West Ham with a
linesman. i eeful run in {he inside

We were to realise : position. It looke;i
later that the linesnad = ;‘gdlz;":m%g until
was probably more on 3 pended him

: e edge of the box
his game than the reh A even the Hammers

brghness in the second

yhich left Miklosko
floundering, and much

f whose decisions :
;?ge; hangover Jook = E b?h%l:yzditmehcoul d
: when no
about them. ; e
The Town’s best first asawarded.

Penalty

half strike came from 8-

Williams which :

::Td!:()i, with a cross: = e}&?‘ggr,@ cven more
Preece cracked a sharP hinye hm the 51st
20-yarder which Ludek i :Jmi[? Morle
Miklosko caught. i az llehft and

" At the interval my Eated uner aOU%h
feeling was that the ey mild

I Ughes,

Town had done well t0

- Vg g nud
! €
get through unscathed: 0t g ge, the

Ome f
\ } Clere
and a hard-fought e [ud ot Penalisces
was the likely outcor by Yish they 1]
But we began 0 | MI‘. ¥as also (he

(B
Town showed MO

v

But he made a couple
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test as the Hammers lost
their inhibitions and
went looking for the kill.

Mr Pleat responded
by changing the pattern,
with Rees limping off
and Scott Oakes going
on to put more accent on
attack.

It opened up the game
still further, but seemed
to have backfired in the
66th minute when Kevin

Keen’s left-wing cross
was half-cleared and
Breacker hit a super
shot into the net from
outside the penalty area.

Relief

You could feel the
sigh of relief among
players and fans alike as
West Ham decided that

* three valuable points to

boost their promotion
push were in the bag.

Except that they were
not. The celebratory
mood was strangled as
the Town replied
straight from the restart.

Hughes decided to
run at West Ham, and
did so from the centre-
circle. Defenders stood
off, and he made them
pay with a low 25-yard
drive into the far corner
of the net, to strangle the
‘Bubbles’ anthem that

L

had been lifted and West
Hamwere rattled.

Debutant Williams
was taken off and Ian
Benjamin went on, and
the Hammers were
flummoxed by the
change to 4-4-2.

Within four minutes,
Dreyer flicked in the
equaliser from a right
wing corner by Hughes.

The Hammers back
four were now looking
ill at ease, with Alvin
Martin no longer the
master of Gray, and the
centre-forward and
Oakes both had half-
chances to make the
recovery even better.

But in the last ten
minutes it was the
Hammers who looked
rmore likely to grab the
winner. :

Chamberlain pulled
off a smart save from
Clive Allen, and was let
off the hook when
Morley and Martin
Allen both shot wildly in
the frenzied finale.

But it was gripping
entertainment, all the
way through to the
fourth minute of injury
time played by Mr
Pierce. It prolonged the
excitement but did little
for the hcartsﬁof Tovu]/_r;

ns as the Hamme
iens s but met

ing outnumber
ofthem at the near post to make it 1-1 with a brave header from a corner by Ceri
Hughes. Some Hammers players claimed that the ball was cleared off the line, but
teirmanager, Billy Bonds, had no complaints about the goal being given.

Millwall ... 523 9 12 39
West Ham 223 23 1 20 15 39
Portsmouth........ 23 223 20 25 37
Leicester City..... 23 16 13 135815535
~ Wolves.. 224 22\ 15 12 13 34

DAVID Pleat turned a Boxing
Day disappointment to the
Town’s advantage at Upton
Park.

The manager said that he and all his
players were frustrated and unhappy
when the Boxing Day home game with
Swindon was called off because the pit-
ch was unfit.

But it gave him the chance to go to
The Valley to see West Ham’s 1-1 draw
with Charlton, and it was there that he
worked out his tactics for the trip to
Upton Park.

And he was delighted with the way
the five-man midfield kept West Ham’s
attack quiet, and with the Town’s reply
after going two down. West Ham had
kept four clean sheets before conceding
one goal at Charlton.

At half-time he felt his side had not
been as urgent and sharp as it might
have been, but picked up nicely after
theinterval.

‘“Just before the penalty we were
beginning to play the way we wanted
to,”” he said. ‘“Then we changed things
twice, and I am grateful to the players
thatit worked.”’ :

\

ed by opponents, is in front

PW F A LS A P
Newcastle.......... 23 25 20 14 S3
Tranmere. 23 31 13 18 4

Swindon
Derby ...
Brentford .
Charlton ..

Grimsby.....ooevees

Peterborough ..... 20 16 18 151831
Watford............ 24 17 17 15 20 30

Barnsley... 23 14 9 15 18 30

Oxford Utd ........ 22 20 12 14 15 29

Sunderland........ 22 15 13 7 18 28

Bristol City ........ 23 17 16 1128827,

Bristol Rovers .... 24 18 26 1452722

Luton Town. 22 12 21 13 22 21 \
Southend..... .23 12 11 12222 21 ®
Cambridge .. 13 17 10 25 20 §\ \

Notts County
Birmingham
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20 *0 HEDS UP: Phil Gray sends a header just too high.

Day oft put to
very good use

Managers’

viewpoints

Ceri Hughes had done well to help
keep Mark Robson quiet. The Town
boss knew the potential of the West
Ham midfielder, because as manager
at White Hart Lane he had bought him
from Exeter.

The manager had no complaints
about the penalty, although Hughes
claimed that he was not guilty of a
shove on Robson.

The debut of Martin Williams gave
the boss pleasure. The 19-year-old had
not been intimidated by Julian Dicks,
one of the most forceful players in
league football.

Billy Bonds, the West Ham
manager, thought it was a case of two
points dropped rather than one gained,
but said he drew consolation from the
fact that the two teams had put on good
entertainment for a big crowd.

He added: ““I think we went to sleep
after going two up. We should have
won. We needed to defend sensibly for
five minutes after the second goal but
we didn’t.

““Ceri Hughes was unopposed as he
ran at us, and Ludo Miklosko should
have saved. It was unprofessional
defending but I am glad it was a good
game to watch.”

' I CK REPLY:Ceri Hughes hits the Town’s first goal, 30 seconds after West Ham had gone two up.
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I L_uton, Dunstable, Mid Bed§, Leighton Buzzard, D F B = I, W I "'%67OWN: Chamberlain; Jam”’ Peake, Dreyers JOh'n(s;(:‘l;’y
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i e R Wl i and one netted and disallowed for offsiCe:
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