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BARCLAYS LEAGUE DIV |

THE FOURTH scoreless draw in six
league outings was not enough to lift
Luton Town off the bottom of the First

Division.

But the defiant refusal to be beaten at Ashton
Gate drew Bristol City deeper into the danger zone

at the foot of the table.

And they were much relieved when Phil Gray
missed a golden chance to snatch the three points the
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Johnson 18(2), Dreyer 18, Linton 16(3), Salton 15, Petterson

14, Hughes 13, Chamberlain 12, Kamara 12, Oakes 11(14),

Telfer 11(1), Benjamin 5(4), Williams 3(4), Campbell 2(7).

BEFORE TRANSFERS: Claridge 15(1); Matthew (loan) 3(2).
Number of players used: 20 (32 last season).

phone Adverusig: «=>=/

home side which is still
looking for its first win
of 1993.

Both teams looked
less than 100 per cent
confident.

The nervousness,
born from fear of losing,
did not make for a pretty
game. :

Perhaps the sides
knew too much about
cach other as they met
for the fourth time this
season.

City lined up with five
at the back, to confirm
their prioties.

The Town played
Martin Williams as a
roving midfielder-cum-
striker, and the result
was a first half with few
goalmouth incidents.

Town really needed.
But the striker should
not be the scapegoat for
the continuing inability
to turn draws into wins.
City had more
chances to turn it into a
Town defeat, and would
have done so but for
excellent work by the
biafcike  fiofutr "ainid
goalkeeper Alec
Chamberlain, and some
woeful finishing by a

The Town’s game was
about watching and
waiting. It was strong
enough defensively, but
all about workkrate and
effort. Those of us who
haye been spoiled by
watching David Pleat’s
footballing sides are
having to learn that now
is the time for another
sort of football.

Survival is now the
name of the game.

At Ashton Gate it was
a case of grinding out a
point through effort and
organisation.

Chamberlain was man
of the match, as he had
been against Newcastle,
with the first of two top
class saves coming on
the half-hour mark.
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Marvin Johnson, Juz

James and Jason Rees
we_ll, with Paul Telfey
doing his bit to try to
stop City’s wide
defenders pushingup.
On the left flank Cerj
Hughes had another of
his exasperating days,
threatening much but
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0 HANDED OFF: Phil Gray get very close attentlonrom Matt Bryant

strong dekfence into

attack.

Sh?:,pme first half the

Town Were unable to

force asingle save out of

home goalkeeper Keith

Welch.

But City were alsp
kept at range, until
Chamberlain made a

' prilliant flying save to
flipa 25-yard piledriver
byMartin Scott over the
bar.

The only other first-
half excitement was just

before the break when

Dziekanowski skipped

pastjames and Rees and

setup Scott for ashot on
the run which flew wide.

The Town were much
more positive after the
mterval and they won
thesecond half on points
assurelyas City had won
the first.

Their first on-target
shot, in the 55th minute,
was a thundering effort
byJames, after Dreyer’s
cross had been half-
deared. Welch did well
to push the ball round a
post.

That near-success
seemed to lift the Town
and depress the home
side, because it was the
flan ofabright spell.

. Preecewas prompting

and probing, and from

one excellent cross Gray

Outwitted his markers

and headed out of
eleh’s reach, but

4gainst the bar, the
ourth time he had hit

“Woodwork in the last

Ieeleague games.
ughes curled a good
f" narrowly wide,
v E City edged their

%b'ack Into the game.
Zickanowski went

Leaders

Bomy
a

80als, g1

ima"agers were happy with the result
8ame fug}%est crowd of the season enjoyed a -
of good entertainment, if not
S enilworth Road.
Neweaei 0N elect of the First Division,
Castle Wer( > .
Clear g ¢ ¢ pleased to stay 13 points

round Dreyer and
delivered a low cross
from which Andrew
Cole should have
scored. He was in the
middle of the penalty
area, but took too long
to control the ball and
the wily Peake timed his
tackle to perfection to
whisk away the danger.
With 20 minutes to go

player-manager Russell
Osman made a belated
decision to change his
side’s formation.

He had already been
forced to use one sub:
skipper Gary Shelton
had been carrying a
knock and bowed out at
the interval.

The second sub,
Wayne Allison, went on
as an attacker, with
Osman pulling himself
out of defence.

The change would
have brought immediate
dividends but for more
excellent work by
Chamberlain, as the
Town were suddenly
faced by the old bogy,
attackers with pace.

Fortunately, City did
not have the touch to
match that of Derby, for
instance. Allison had
been on for a couple of
minutes when he raced
down the right wing and
pulled back a perfect
pass. But Chamberlain
reacted quickly, and did
well to bundle Cole’s
close range drive away
for a corner when it
seemed that a goal was
inevitable.

Chamberlain then
timed his advance just
right to save bravely at
the feet of Leroy
Rosenior.

LUT

TO
NEWCASTLE

different roles, sta
and then moyingo

With the game in the
la§t ten minutes, and
City’s depressed fans
already streaming away
from the stadium, the
Town at last caught the
home side on the break
with near-devastating
effect.

: Chamberlain punted
a long clearance
downfield.

Telfer flicked it on

with a header which
took out two City
players, and sub Scott
Oakes was off on a run
down the right wing.
The control on the
run, and accuracy of his
cross, was splendid, with
the pass delivered to the
feet of Gray. He was
near the penalty spot,
with only the keeper
between him and his
12th goal of the season.
But Welch earned his
draw bonus with a vital
save, from what turned
out to be the last clear
opening of the game.
There might have
been one more, Six
minutes from time. In a
crowded penalty area
the ball whipped off
Telfer’s leg into the arms
of Chamberlain.
Referee John Carter,
who had a rather poor
afternoon all through,
angered City by what
looked like anothpr
mistake, failing to give
them a free kick on the
six-yard line. :
Oddly, both sides at
the end thought the ref
had proved t‘he old
adage that nothing goes
your way when you're
struggling.
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a central attacker
ut to the right flank.
the Town’s best

Managers’-
viewpoints

WHILE NEITHER had any complaint about the
result, David Pleat was much happier with the draw
than his opposite number, Russell Osman.

The veteran defender, once a player under Mr
Pleat at Leicester, is City’s caretaker manager, trying
to make the job his own after Denis Smith was sacked
following the FA Cup defeat at Kenilworth Road.

His tactics, five at the back for a home game, did
not look too positive, but he said he had to be sure City
were right defensively before he changed things for
the last 20 minutes to chase a win.

The formation he started with, he said, had proved
effective at holding the Town down, and he was more
than happy with his side’s commitment. ‘I don’t
think there was a lot more we could have done unless
the luck had been with us.’” he said.

He felt the game between two sides fighting to get
out of trouble had a touch of nervous desperation
about it, and was pleased that his men had battled to
prevent the Town playing their normal passing game.

And he exonerated Phil Gray from blame when he
might have scored with nine minutes to go. ‘At half-
time I had spoken to Keith Welch, our goalkeeper,
about the need to keep his concentraion after having
nothing to do in the first half,’’ said Osman.

““You might say Gray should have scored, but it
was down to good goalkeeping that he didn’t. It was a
good save, not a bad miss.”’

Mr Pleat was happier about the Town’s second-half
showing, and with the fourth clean sheet in six league
games. :

«We are defending as a team capably,” he said.
«But we need to take our chances when they come
along. :

¢“This result can give us continued confidence. At
half-time I knew we were not going to win if we kept
playing like we had done in the first half. We stepped
up a gear, but we must pass the ball better."‘

And while Gray was disappointed wih himself for
not converting the chance of a winner, the boss
pointed out that Andrew Cole would feel jusl.the same
about the earlier close-range shot which Alec

Chamberlain saved.

ad to draw

As so often happens, they did not show
similar attacking fire at Ashton Gate three
days later, against one of the poorer sides in
the division.
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Local soccer tables

Campri South

DIVISION PREMIER

PAWE DR A

Oxford City ................ 352 13 23
Arlesey Town ..... o 6 5 64 29
Biggleswade Town.. 4 7 68 30
Brache Sparta .... 4 3 55 20
Hattield Town.. 6 8 79 52
Wingate ..... 73150027,
MK Borough. 515222
“Hoddesdon ... 5 4 49 27
Harpenden Town . 31 42 27
Potters Bar Town. : 5 8 46 39
Letchworth GC.... 5 4 8 43 34
Shillington .. : 9 48 31 30
Langford. o 71010 45 49
Totternhoe .. ' 7 811 34 42
Welwyn GC..... % 7 811 30 49
Luton 01d Boys ... 3 6 314 24 43
Leverstock Green ........ 6 211 27 35
Buckingham Athletic..... 23 5 513 35 57
61FC Luton.. .27 5 517 30 86
Pirton . 501208 372164
Pitstone.. 24201819512
New Bradwell............. 21 0 417 12 72

“Three points deducted.
DIVISION ONE

PAWED I F A

Bedford Town 27
London Colney. S21et7e 36720
Bedford United . 2316 3 4 74 36
Winslow United .. . 2415 3 6 86 38
Potters Bar Cru ... .. 2815 211 66 51
Toddington Rovers....... 2513 6 6 59 33
Shenley & Loughton ..... 2412 75" 60 37
77 54 45

6 6 45 39

512 48 44

511 53 58

78 48 32

Caddington.... 0 9 47 37
Sandy Albion.. 28 7 813 47 68
Stony Stratford .23 8 411 44 &5
Flamstead..... 220260160 741341 g ]
Cranfield United.. .25 6 514 36 55
Delco........ 20012617 4212
Emberton... - 257 50 4:16< "4+ ]9
*De Havilland .27 5 616 32 64
Walden Rangers . 233 2418 18 75
Ickleford.... 2111520197182

o 04 2|
points deducted.

idlands League

RESERVE DIVISION ONE
PAWEDEL G FEA P

London Colney............ 2616 7 3 90 31 55
Potters Bar Town . ..2414 3 7 61 37 45
Arlesey Town ..... . 2212 7 3 51 23 43
LetchworthGC ... 2213 3 6 56 45 42
*Leighton Town .. 2313 3 7 61 34 39
Barton Rovers..... L2011 5 4 35 17 38
*Hatfield Town L2012 3 5 67 34 36
+Langford ..... 2111 3 7 40 32 35
WelwynGC..... 9 59 37 56 32
Toddington Rovers 9 411 48 44 31
Brache Sparta..... 8 6 4 42 28 30
Biggleswade Town .. 8 6 8 29 48 30
Leverstock Green. 610 4 35 31 28
61FCLuton...... 6 714 41 57 25
*MK Borough .. 6 7 7 44 44 22
Buckingham Ath .. 5 6 8 36 47 21
Pitstone......... 6 216 33 70 20
“Shillington. 5 7 6 27 30 19
Totternhoe ... 4 610 28 +46 18
Harpenden Town . 4 513 31 48 17
Shefford Town . 35317 30 72 12
ALY it coreristbce e 2415 22 70, 8

*Three points deducted. +0ne point deducted

RESERVE DIVISION TWO
PAWADEE - SE A P

Oxford City...... 1715 1 1 55 16 43
Ashcroft..... .18 9 7 2 37 17 34
Bedford Unil 1410 1 3 40 17 31
Flamstead..... .1510 0 5 29 20 30
Cranfield ... Jii2e78 1203 245131125
Shenley.. .14 7 4 3 33 21 25
Tring Ath.... .18 6 6 6 31 33 24
Risborough.... 16 6 4 6 34 26 22
Stony Stratford .14 6 3 5 25 24 21
Delco........... 18 5 6 7 32 34 21
Potters Bar Cru 519016 2212 <467 57417
Winslow United . 9513 24 17 16
Caddington.... .11 4 43 21 18 16
Ampthill Town .16 5 110 27 49 16
*De Havilland .16 5 2 9 32 33 14
*Walden Rgrs 167740012023 447 9
Iekleford.... 2015 2 112 17: 60 7
Sandy Alb 0 410 20 45 4

*Three points deducted.

A & B Sports NHC Sunday League

PREMIER DIVISION DIVISION FOUR
PW=D: 'L F> A P PAWE DR EaE

Celtic Supporters......... 92835 42: 115520 Caddingion Res ... 8 620 27
Sacred Hean... - 1928520205 8116/ Checkout .... .13 5 2 6 36
Enterprise ... 712 724 115515 Black Swan 28761101220,
FC Coral .. 553822119 13 Markyate ... =1 5087221
AFC Heron... SE28 5078 2512 Silsoe Rangers . = 1603702 1527
Brache Green Man S 1R 5182402411 Magnum......... 4 3702
St. Joseph's....... 51051185 1510 Britannia Airways . 2ol AE 4201
Crawley Sports 475225515 12110 Cavalier ..... 10104 555416
LW Tofternhoe. 4R3I 7 1670 Lewsey Res . 292k 2 551!
TRWSS ...... 3 110 31 46 7 Laporte ...... 20601223 110
Stag Sports.. 13051 10° 2475 AFC Stopsley... 22105210 815

Limbury Black Swa 1505128 23" 150 2

; DIVISION FIVE

DIVISION ONE e e

PsWiD L E. AP Crescent Social........... 14 9 2 3 38

Sacred Hearl Res ........ 12 6 4 2 31 10 16 Wells Star... 137 33 24
St. Joseph's Res . SE8E53 N0 228 T3 Flint United . 9711 40
Stopsley Harriers 9320 41 1541 Roman Legion.. 7020 41
Stopsley WMC. 12848 3051 17181 T AFC Oakley.. 8620 32
GIS Leagrave ..... S7E4E20 1 1811310 Barbarians .. 1326285 28
Horseshoe Saints 8420 2013 90 Lea Sports Res . 11 35 3 20
CelticRes ...... 9324 20 2 8 Casa Bianca (61).. 12345 23
Crawley Sports 932 4 16 23 8 Streatley Chequers ...... 12 4 2 6 20
Hexton 9231 4 Tl 2377 Borough Arms Res ....... 102210 7018
Lewse! ‘8116 16 25 3 Kenilworth Rangers...... 1415211 11
Vauxhall Hightown QESIITE 7 \(3iw49=3 LutoniBR: S 150125128 114

TWO DIVISION SIX

DEIS B AP PAW DS F

Lilley Rangers.... 6 4 1 32 16 16 Wigmore Ath < 191951050758
AFC Heron Res .12 4 53 23 2313 Thames United . LT 0505239
Lea Sports... S 40413129 23 12 HR Chequers 145 36 25
The Swan. .10 6 0 4 18 15 12 Toddington.. .10 60 4 28
LW Totternhoe 7 Sl 218 81 05T Lewsey Park S 8507328
Caddington..... .11 4 3 4 28 28 11 White Swan . -850 3 31
Boater........ S 420 520195410 Fidus......... S04 05623,
Valley Sports . .13 4 27 26 28 10 FC Houghton Res.. S8l g 25
Brewery...... SN2 582309 Luton YS............ SRS A
AFC Wigmore .. 652011 3En 1281815 Renault DodgeRes...... 7 1 1 5§ 11
Borough Arms ... 21 8 13 375 Red Star Res... ST 0T6: 110
ST 108 614

DIVISION THREE

SEER T DIVISION SEVEN

Stopsley HarriersR...... 1310 1 2 47 27 21 PAWEDI I F
FC Houghton ... 13869102 28 ‘43T 1720, 0ld Moat House Res..... 1210 2 0 49
Renault Dodge. SA4E ORI iR 50522519 Manor Rangers.... .15 8 3 4 49
Coulter.......... .13 6 3 4 32 28 15 Magnum Res... 13814 41
NT Sugar Loaf . 8701268 024 Limbury United 1072 45
Red Star........ Sl 83 324 2113 Royal Mail Luton. 26 O 0 g2:
GIS Leagrave Res SIS AT 02NN 2 Kenilworth Rgrs Res..... 15 5 1 9 33
Dog and Duck.. < 12050160 331131 1 Markyate Res..... .12 4 26 29
FC Coral Res... <120 616 251 2818 Red Lion.. S0l 6 27,
0ld Moat House .. .13 4 36 33 43 11 Postels.... A2 s al
Parkside............ 4027 824 311 8 Luton Rover. 103078
Stopsley WMC Re: SISER2NIE1 0B 7 5255 The Harrow..... 20T 28,
Strawplaiters .. 14 0 212 20 50 Luton Thameslin! 209 20

A & B Sports SB Sunda League

PREMIER DIVISION

P W

Coach and Horses........ 8
Sundon Park Social . 6
Moor Park...... 4
RB Legion....... 4
Green Man Clophill . 4
Wheatsheaf ....... 4
Chalton Strollers . 3
Emeralds........ 1
Farley Eagles .. 1
Brickmakers 0
DIVISION

P W

Nurdin & Peacock. 10 8
Macom Eagles.... .10 8
Leicester Arms ... 1088
Wheatsheaf Res.. 10T
EG Chiltern..... .10 6
Slip End Utd..... 83
Moor Park Res. 12882
Rose & Crown . s A
Wigmore Arms 8 2
8 1
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A

15
20
9
9
26
4
2
47
21
46

P

19
14
1
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DIVISION TWO

P WD N E

Inter-City ...:...cccooaeeee 129201 45
Queens Head. 180703 3 49
Blackberry Jack. 12807 ] =4S
Crown & Keg ... < 108188 321 1S
Beds Yeoman ... o 66RI0R03Y
Windsor Castle ... SRS 625!
Winston Churchill . 6 AT 2s)
Painters Arms...... S$410 2
Suspension Systems..... 9 2 4 3 19
TheEngine ................ 11312 1622,
Sugar Loaf Leagrave..... Q2614
Ch. StrollersRes ......... 7 2 0 5§ 20
Wanderers 120 1H0EE5
Centurion.. S OR0R0R g1 g
DIVISION THREE
DEIEE
S. Park Soc Res .. 0 0 58
Robin Hood ... S ST 1S 46
NV Athletic .. <l G &y
Bromley Ath.... Wl 6E.01 5 38
Vauxhall Griffin SRS
Lea Bank ... 63 2 1 17
Mercury... 10325 19
Alr Express.. 8314 n
Bedco ... LT 05 14
Northside R0 00
Engine Res. 9 2. 087 17
Independent ... BE1R0R 716
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