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and past the keeper, but the ball has already gone the other way.

@® SO CLOSE: Phil Gray was out of luck as he searched for his 20th league goal of the
season at the Baseball Ground. One chance escaped when the ball carried a yard too far
in front of him as, above, goalkeeper Martin Taylor advanced to save. Below: Gray is over ' fear thata series of freak
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THE 20th draw of
the season, at the
Baseball Ground,
may well be enough
to safeguard Luton
Town’s future in
the First Division
for a another
year.

But they and their fans
know they should have
beaten lacklustre and
unimaginative Derby
County, and avoid the

results could yet snatch
away what manager
David Pleat and his
players have worked so
hard to achieve.

~ They should put the
icing on the cake at
Kenilworth Road on
Saturday, to give home
fans the party feeling
killed off so painfully
and dramatically at the
Baseball Ground.

Tenseconds

My stopwatch showed
ten seconds of normal
time to be played when
the home side, put
together at a cost of
around £10million, sav-
¢d a point through a
header by Craig Short.

In fact there were five
more minutes to be
played, and poor though
the ref was, he was right
on his timekeeping.

_lan Cruickshanks, a
tiny little man, made
plenty of mistakes, and
unwittingly encouraged,
for instance, Marco
Gabbiadini, to persist

on Dean Sturridge.

“Match details I

Derby Co 1 Luton Town 1

LUTON TOWN: Chamberlain; James, Peake, Dreyer, Johnson: Telfar
Kamara, Preece, Hughes; Dixon, Gray. Subs not used: Oakes 'Wflliamer’
DERBY COUNTY: Taylor; Patterson, Short, Forsyth, Nicholson: o
ridge, Kuhl (Coleman, 29 mins, himself subbed by Stallard, 82 mins):
Pembridge, Simpson; : )
THE GOALS 0-1 35 mins: David Preece, careful low drive in off the far
post after beating the offside trap by timing his run from deep to meeta
through pass by Trevor Peake; 1-1, ten seconds before 90 minutes was
up, but with five minutes of stoppage time still to come: Craig Short, far
post header, after Mark Pembridge drifted clear of Preece and delivéred
ROTHER ATTEMPTS: T
: Town six saved and three wide; 5
ed and six wide. Corners: 5-5. i DoV odese
REFEREE: lan Cruickshanks, Hartlepool. Smallest man on the field
and not up to the job. Very weak with control of pros who seemed to
know they could get away more than usual.
BOOKED: Craig Short for a foul on Phil Gray; Ceri Hughes for a foul

Kitson, Gabbiadini.

ATTENDANCE: 13,741, one of Derby’s best gates of the season, with
1,027 from Luton packing out the visitors’ corner and giving their team
great backing, despite being spat on by home fans in the seats above.

ENTERTAINMENT: Not much of a football match, with Derby playing

a lot_of goalkeeper’s kicks and rush, and offside traps at each end not
helping the flow of the game.
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with crude challenges on
Trevor Peake when he
found the Luton skipper
too dominant to be
beaten in any other way.
As a spectacle, much
of the game was ruined
by two offside traps
which were a lot smarter
than the forwards trying
to beat them. L
The Town tried to
play football, but Derby,
with an awful home
record this season, tried
to placate their critical
fans by living up to their
Rams nickname.
Their idea of building
attacks was all too often

atbatck pas s to
goalkeeper Martin
Taylor for him to launch
70-yard ‘passes’ in the
direction of the other
penalty area.

“I hoped to see more
football from Derby.™ I
said to Mark Pembridge
after the game. 3

“SodidI..." came the
honest answer.

In terms of skill, if not
brute strength, the
Fown deserved to pick
up their fifth away winof
the season.

But it needed David
Preece, 30 next month,
1o sus out a way through

Derby's forward-
rushing defence.

He netted his sccgnd 3
goal in conseculive =8

games to give the Town

the lead aftqr}.\ j
minutes, to take histally =

in ten years with the olub
to 15.

signs of doing well \\’_ﬂ}1
Gabbiadini looking fu
of threat.

He fluffed a g_god

chance in the first

minute, when the el

penalised Ceri Hughts =

for hands when the bal
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| arthe shoulder.
mn Kuhl curled in
iee kick to the far
i, and (Gabbiadini
it unmarked, but
hisheader wide.
Derby's best work
b rom their left-
bers. Paul Simpson
1. good free Kick
i the Town's wall,
Jillec Chamberlain
e a smart diving

fith both rearguards
ling down well, and
kkto advance behind
Brances, t0o much of
play was squeezed
othe middle third of
Ritch.
ltnceded a bit of
ushi to defeat such
ics, and the Town
lked more likely, with
s Kamara going on
feral g0od runs from
th, but unable to
e them count.
amberlain made an
ant save in a one-
e With Pembridge
TS late run from
.felcll’d puthim clear,
IOy Were optine for
Uisic long bzﬁl %me
foundered o the
" 10lled dpproach the
i choge,

- Wide

€ good pgsSing on
olving more
Chata time,
from the

With

JEFENDER ON THE ATTACK: John
itvolley from which Martin Taylor made an excellent save.

Town, and Preece might
have scored in the 29th
minute. He started a
move in midfield, and
kept running as it was
carried on smoothly by
Kamara, Hughes and
Kerry Dixon. The
striker laid back a pass
to the edge of the box,
and Preece shot wide of
the far post.

But he made no
mistake in the 35th
minute when Peake, as
he and John Dreyer
were to do many more
times, collected a hope-
ful long pass. sized u
the situation in a trice,>
and clipped a precise
chip over the home
side’s advancing back
four.

Preece had held back,
and luckless sub Simon
Coleman, later to be
subbed himself, was a
yard late with his charge
upfield.

Preece simply ran past
him, brought the ball
under control and from
the inside left position
placed his shot carefully
into the far corner, off
the inside of a post.

Derby’s substitution
had been made six
minutes before that, and
some of their fans were
sure that it was a reason
for the side’s poor
display. They lost
skipper Martin Kuhl

E: Delighted David Preece revels in the
his second goal in con

with a muscle strain, and
that, they said, robbed
them of the one man in
midfield capable of
holding the ball and
spraying out good
passes.

Perhaps it was a blow
to Derby’s players as
well, because until their
late and undeserved
equaliser they looked
like a team of misfits,
with hardly a footballing
idea between them.

But once more, hard
though Dixon and Phil
Gray worked, the Town
attack rarely looked like
making the most of the
overall superiority of the
team.

For most of the second
half the Town sat back
and looked comfortable,
treating Derby to the
counter-attacking
system that had been so
devastating to the Town
in the two previous
meetings with Arthur
Cox’smep.

Fullbacks Julian
James and Marvin
Johnson accepted the
need to keep it tight at
the back and not worry
too much about getting
forward.

But Paul Telfer and
Hughes were hard-
working links between
front and rear, although
I felt that they, and
Kamara, were a notch

secutive 9

below what they can be
capable of.

Preece was the best
midfield creator until
Pembridge began to in-
crease his influence in
the closing stages as
Preece tired.

Hughes set up Telfer
for a run down the
middle, and he released
the pass perfectly to give
Gray the chance for his
21st goal of the season,
but Taylor saved at his
feet.

Eluded

The keeper also dealt
with a cross-shot by
Telfer from an opening
made by Dixon, but the
second goal the Town
needed eluded them.

A ref who failed to use
the law of common
sense was no great help.
At one point James and
Precce were both flat
out injured, and Derby
were allowed to go on
with an attacking burst
against nine men.

Fortunately for Mr
Cruickshanks it ended
with Paul Kitson
shooting over the bar.

The Town were much
more inventive in turn-
ing defence into quick
attack, and even Dreyer
popped up in the quhy
penalty rea o fire in a
left foot volley from

gets upfield to fire

Telfer's pass. Again
Taylor made the save.

Johnson produced a
tremendous tackle on
Kitson when Derby
looked like equalising
with ten minutes to go,
but the victory the Town
deserved was snatched
away as the watch ticked
towards the 90th
minute. !

Preece was too slow
when Pembridge was
played into the inside-
left position.

He collected the pass
‘without faltering, with
Preece standing off for a
vital second to give him
time to.hit a viciously
curling cross towards the

@ CHART SHOWS Town score first, goalscorers

in a tremendou
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tar post, and defender
Short headed in from
close range.

¢+ There was still time
for the Town to redress
the balance,, but after a
rare mistake by Taylor,
fluffing a clearance, Dix-
on matched him, with
the bobble of the ball
snatching the chance
away.

A week previously, a
very late Town equaliser
left us coming home
from Sunderland feeling
like we had seen a win,
instead of a draw.

This time the gutted
fecling for a few hours
was as though we had
seen the Town lose.
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AUGUST
15 Leicester (a) 1-2 (Campbell).............cooeeeeee 17,428 -
22 Bristol City (h)0-3 ......... 7,926 22
29 Charlton (a) 0-0............. 6,302 21
SEPTEMBER
2Newcastle (8)0-2......ooiaeieiniiniiiiniiiaiin 27,054 21

5 Tranmere (h) 3-3 (Claridge, Linton, Oakes).... 6,801 23
13 Brentford (a) 2-1 (James, Gray).........c.o.couee 7,310 19
19 Birmingham (h) 1-1 (Claridge pen) . ... 8,481 21
26 Notts €0 () 0-0..cveeuveneisnianiaiianiiniiniinnss 5,992 21

‘ OCTOBER . -

3 Portsmouth (h) 1-4(Dreyer) ......oooeeeenanes 7,954 22
10 Barnsley (a)0-3'....... 5,261 23
17 Derby (h) 1-3(JONNSON) c.cvviincnnenininnacannes 8,848 23
25 Peterhorough (a) 3-2 (Gray 2, Telfer) 11255022
31 Southend (h) 2-2 (James, Gray) ... T2567 822

NOVEMBER

3 Cambridge (a) 3-3 (0akes, Gray 2)............... 5715 22

7 Grimsby (h) 1-4 (Gray) .. .6,928 22
14 0xford (a)0-4 ............ ..5,760 22
21 Millwall (h) 1-1 (Gray) ......ceeeenee een 8237115523
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12 Wolves (a) 2-1(Gray 2) ........... S aa13:9328819
19 Sunderland (h)0-0................. ....8,286 20
28 West Ham (a) 2-2 (Hughes, Dreyer)........... ..18,786 20

JANUARY
Birmingham (a) 1-2 (Hughes) .. 9,601 22
1(ginju'ttscgn (1)0-0...ccnveee ..6,729 22
27Newcastle(h)l:]-% R .12,3?’ g—
i ity (@) 0-0 ..oooieeeiinieanenns . iy
30 Bristol City (a) S

6 Leicester (h)2-0(Johnson, Gray)se-es ool raeen 91401121

9Brentford (1) 0-0.....c.cceeeeee RO Ve 1524821
13 Tranmere Rov (a) 2-0 (Gray, ohnson) .......ocoeee 19
zocharlton(:);-g((g:ay)..a;;;;é;)....... hs :g

-2 (Dixon, Gray pen)...... e A

27 Barnsley (h) Y .
ortsmouth (a) 1-2 (Gray).....cceenence ,457 20
gl';xlord (h) 3-(1 (Prece, Gray, Oakes) . .6,687 17

13 Grimsby (a) 1-3 (Gray) .........

17 Swindon (h) 0-0

30 ristol Rov (1) 1-1 (06 MaddiSon) .......ooerer. 1IN 17

8,286 21

24 Miliwall (a) 0-1

77 Cambridge (h) 2-0 (Dixon, 0akes) ................... 8,077 17

- week Southend (a).

Dodgy ref ,
upsets boss
and players

DAVID Pleat was as choked as any Town
fan at the Baseball Ground by the late goal
that cost his team two points.

He seemed to be in an edgy mood at the start of his
press conference, with thoughts about a poor refand
Derby’s boring long ball game intruding on his
judgement of the Town’s performance, ;

He beamed when he talked about David Preece’s
goal, but he was annoyed about the cqualiser, with
Precce too slow to close down Mark Pembridge and
forced him to go inside. Instead the former Town
man was able to go wide and get into position for the
devastating cross he was known to be capable of.

And Kerry Dixon took the rap for poor marking
which alloweéd Craig Short to head the goal on the far

[OX1%
i But against that, the Town manager admitted that
the ball played in by Pembridge was top quality, a
term that could not be used about Derby’s general
approach.

“They pushed out quickly and the goalkccper
hoofed the ball over our back four,” said Mr Pleat.
““It was bash it, chase and scrap.

“Our lads had to battle, and until the goal we
defended very well. Some of our attacking was very
good, and Taylor made two tremendous saves,
against Gray and Dreyer.” ;

But the talk came back to the subject of Mr
Cruickshanks, and the Town boss voiced the disquiet
felt by his players at the ref’s performance.

Craig Short and Ceri Hughes were booked for
fouls. but Trevor Peake was fouled three times by
Marco Gabbiadini, and nothing was done about it.
except a lecture for the Town skipper who asked fora
bit of protection after the third.

Preece ‘had his legs cut in half and no foul was
given, and when he and Julian James were both down
injured Derby were allowed to continue an attacking
spell until it ended with a shot into the crowd.

“Common sense should have prevailed and the ref
should have stopped the game,”” said Mr Pleat.”

And he made it clear he has no complaints with his
team’s efforts.

“The game we have seen is not for me,” he said.
““When the other side plays it frenetic, you need eight
good men who can pass the ball.

“We didn’t pass it enough, but it was very difficult.
Our team deserves credit for what it has achieved in
two very difficult away games. We are disappointed
that we did not hang on to win, but draws at
Sunderland and now at Derby are not bad results.™

3Watford (@) 0-0....ccceceevneenn 17
7 Wolves (h) 1-1 (Gray) . 18
10 Swindon (a) 0-1.............. 21
13 West Ham (h) 2-0 (Gray pen, Williams) 55 16
17 Sunderland (a) 2-2 (Preece, Telfer)................. 16,493 16
24 Derby (a) 1-1 (Preece)...... TR 13,741 17

~

APPEARANCES (as sub in brackets): Gray 43; James and
Preece 41, Peake 38, Johnson 36(2), Dreyer 36, Chamberiain
30, Rees 29(3), Telfer 28(2), Hughes 25(3), Dakes 24(18),
Kamara 19, Linton 17(3), Salton 15, Dixon 14(1), Petterson 14,
Williams 7(13), Benjamin 5(5), Campbell 2(7), Harvey and
Greene 1. BEFORE TRANSFERS: Claridge 15(1); Matthew (on
loan) 3(2). Number of players used: 23 (32 last season).

GOALS: Gray 19(2 pens), Oakes 5, Johnson 3, James 2, Dreyer
2, Hughes 2, Dixon 2, Preece 3, Telfer 2, Claridge 2(1 pen). One
each by Campbell, Linton, Benjamin and Williams. One 0G: Lee
Maddison, of Bristol Rovers.

ASSISTS: Preece 8. Gray 5. Johnson 4. Hughes and Kamara 3.
Two each by Rees, Dreyer, Oakes, Williams, Dixon and Claridge.
One each by James, Linton, Telfer, Peake and Salton.

-

REMAINING fixtures: Saturday Peterborough (h), Saturday

THE FA CUP

Round 3: Jan 19 Bristol City (h) 2-0(Gray, Hughes)..... 6,094
Round 4: Jan 23 Derby County (h) 1-5 (Telfer)........... 9,170

APPEARANCES: Two each by Chamberlain, James,
Dreyer, Peake, Johnson, Telfer, Rees, Preece, Hughes,
Gray and Benjamin. Two each as subs by Oakes and Harvey.

| THE COCA-COLACUP |

Round 2 (1): Sep 23 Plymouth (h) 2-2 (Claridge 2)....... 3,702
Round 2 (2): Oct 6 Plymouth(a) 2-3 (Claridge, Preece) 8,946

APPEARANCES: Two each by Petterson, Linton, Sal
Peake, Johnson, James, Kamara, Preece, Gray and ,clari:;::

Oakes 1(1), Rees 1(1). One each as sub by
GOALS: Claridge 3, Preece 1. e e

ANGLO-ITALIAN CUP

Sep 15 Watford (a) 0-0 5,197
29 Bristol City (h) 1-1 (Claridge) .......cuervrnerneenes 2,538
APPEARANCES: Two each by Petterson, Linton, Salton, Rees,
James, Kamara, Claridge and Gray. Preece 1(1), Campbell 1(1),
Peake 1, Johnson 1, Dreyer 1, Matthew 1, Oakes (2).




