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WE KNOW it takes time for a rebuilt team to bed in after new play-
ers have ben introduced, but Luton Town tried the patience of even
their best friends on Saturday when Derby mugged them.

The second home defeat out of three attempts so far was self-inflict-
ed by a team that had a marvellous start, should have been two up

in the first five minutes, then
deteriorated into a bit of a sham-
bles.

| still think Terry Westley's team

LUTON TOWN 1 DERBY

COUNTY 2

(Half-time 1-1)

and tactics are not far away from ings that could have yielded a hat-

what we all want, but against trick

Derby there seemed to be a col-  Long-suffering supporters have been
lective nervousness holding waiting since last April for another
back the team. home win, and will have to suffer fora

The .diﬂelence was Derby's Dean
Sturridge, an attacker with pace and

lot longer yet if the Town remain so
toothless in opponents’ penalty areas.
Because of that the defence is being

ah" eye for goal that was far sharper  asked to perform heroics, and wel
than anything the Town could though Steve Davis is playing you

muster.

have to wonder if too much emphasis

In the end, the margin of defeat is being placed on the negative, and
could have been far greater, not enough on the positive.

bepausa Derby hit the woodwork Derby should have been there for the
twice, and Sturridge wasted open- taking after an excellent opening goal
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APPEARANCES... GOALS

League appearances : Somme
3 (assubinbrackets) | Jamee
« MJohnson 5 S Davis
& Hughes 3 Marshall
: Odield 5 Thore
o Harvey 5 Thomas
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* Taylor 32 Waddock
« Guenichev 4 (1) Peakdeoc
o Alexander 4 K Davis

G Johnson
Linton
Woodsford

League goals
Guentchev ~ 1 pen
Thorpe 1
Hughes 1
Marshall 1
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Alexander 1
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2 Marshallp : 115
g MJohnson 1
5 Assists
S Davis 1
g Alexander 1
i FA Cup dates
! Round 3 Jan 6
: Round 4 Jan 27

© Football League

CUP APPEARANCES., GOALS |

in only 31 seconds. The
visitors kicked off and
immediately went forward,
with David Preece trying
his luck from distance With
a low shot i

Kelvin Davis saved, witha
little difficulty, then punted
a clearance upfield. It Was
route one football, but per-
formed with great style
Taylor flicked the ball on,
Bonthco Guentchev_ 100k
control, and his chve;
reverse pass put in DWigh
Marshall for his first
league goal of the season-
Within ~fi minutes
Marshall the
compliment, !ﬂk";g
Taylor's pass, gamnlgav_
the by-line, and then 96
ing goalkeeper RUSS

GAVIN JOHNSON

Hoult for dead.
Guenichev raced in at the far post,
used his wrong foot, and shot wide of
the unguarded net. It should have
been 2-0, and Derby, without a win in
their first four games and still trying to
gel over a three-goal mauling at
Wolves in midweek, would surely have
been demoralised.
Instead they fought their way back
Preece was barracked heartily every
ime he got the ball, and was not as
influential as he might have been
thanks to the closing down work by
Graham  Alexander and  Gavin
nson.
Bt once Derby had equalised, the
Town were the team looking ragged
ad despondent. Sturridge's goal, in
te 15th minute, might have been
fuled out by some referees
The Town were put under pressure by
along throw, and claimed that as
Simon Webster jumped for a header,
he Impeded goalkeeper Davis, who
Was trying to punch clear. Neither
made clean contact, and Sturridge
wasab!g to net from close range.
twas just about all Derby from then
on. When the Town did get forward
here was little conviction about
B place, and the shooting
as awful. Not until the 62nd
Minute did we see a drive on tar-
gri:-nwgg Gavin Johnson's effort
ards w
Hout, Y ell saved by
{vheen We had to wait for the last
mom"]utes to see Hoult called
mmﬁotlon, with a blocking save
B eSUb Jamie Woodsford, and
eﬁonSSY stops from Steve Davis

:slfween times, Derby had
nl’ed themselves to a winner,

Was

ﬁ]p"n?nunititeesf.j several other
Smm%g'gSt half the quicksilver
am”mcedeem_on a solo run
QUality tip-ov:yls to make a top
[ o save from a ris-

V. Then he set John

a
big ehs free down Derby’s left,
ils g

n9|Ameyican internation-
led drive hit a post.
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SUB STRIKES: Jamie Woodsford gets away from his marker to fire in a late shot which goalkeeper Hoult saved

LUTON TOWN
FOOTBALL CLUB

motion exercise, in the 63rd
minute. Robin van der Laan
hoisted a free kick to Derby's left

The winner was almost a slow L

wing, Shane Nicholson crossed, Vi 5" :" lD ol 21'
and Sturridge was all on hls OWN [ eicester P I R ING
to send a gentle header into the  Ipswich 53008
net Charlton 5530080 3
; ; Norwich 5 2 1 0
Derby sent on Paul Simpson as  pirineiam 5 2 0 0 6
a sub, and with almost his first  Bamsley 5 : o
touch he was close to piling on a{;l:;xlr;m“ : 2 (I; 8 3
further agony for th_e Town, with e ek
a lob which left Davis beaten but ¢ palace 4 1 1 0 :
i 2
saved by the crossbar. ; Huddersfield 5 2 0 0 5
i Reading Bl 1 7
Sturridge put a lob over the bar Sty iy
when he should have scored,  wolyes S g S
and not until the last five minutes  Derby Co : H ; g |‘
did the Town show the fighting L‘.’.i.“ﬁli.““" Tt 5
spirit that was needed. Butitwas g jedand 5 1 0 3
all too frantic and too late. PortVale 5 0 1 1
Portsmouth 5 1 1 4
SEa1HE0 STENd
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5 2

00

Watford
BOURNEMOUTH 2 LUTON 1 Stoke
(AET - aggregate 3-2) Sheff Utd

How they stand
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No excuses
for the poor
showing

MANAGER Terry Westley made no excuses
for the Town before jetting out to Denmark
to watch a man who might be the midfield
playmaker he wants to replace David Preece.
But perhaps Preece made a valid point when he
talked about the team he still hopes does well with-
out him. “I dont know about Luton needing a play-
maker,” he said. “I feel that since Phil Gray left a
couple of years ago Luton haven’t had a natural
goalscorer. John Taylor
is always going to cause
problems for opposing
defences, but Luton
haven’t got a player who
can score 20 goals a sea-
son. Like Dean
Sturridge, for
instance...””
Westley had dropped
Des Linton ~ to give
Graham Alexander the
job of marking Preece,
but admitted one effect
was that he reduced the
passing ability of his
team.
Before the game he
reminded his players
that Derby would be
edgy after their poor start to the season, so the game
plan was to hit them hard as early as possible. That
worked, with the opening goal in less than a minute,
but then the team seemed to lose its way.
“That’s the worst we have played,” said Westley.
“We have got what we deserved.
“But we are better than that. We can be a top six
team.”
He thought the result would have been better if
Bontcho Guentchev had taken the open goal pre-
sented to him by Dwight Marshall in the fifth
minute. )

GRIMSBY 0 we have to build on that by getting
LUTON TOWN 0 good results at home.”

THE POOR performance and  The point was to be rammed
result against Derby on Saturday —home with a vengeance a few days
was all the more disappointing for  later when Derby all but destroyed
manager Terry Westley after a  his team at Kenilworth Road, on a

gritty Town display in midweek.  day when Watford were also

Satisfaction with a job well orinding out a 0-0 draw at
done was the reaction of manager  EICIPE %
and players alike after a point was ~ OTUmSbY.
chiselled out at Blundell Park TOWN:' Kelvin'Davis; James, Stcye

With defence the priority, the  DaVis, Marvin Johnson; Linton (Peake 82
match was short of entertainment, ~Mn*): Alexander, Gavin Johnson
but Westley said: “ ear we  Harvey; Oldfield (Woodsford 72 mins),

estley said: “Last year we
were rolled = 54 Marshall (Taylor 87 mins), Guentchey
led over 5-0 here. Luton v SRY. \

3 GRIMSBY:  Crichton;  Laws
were notorious for being a soft Hindysitie, LelVer RGN D E
touch. But we are different now.” LV v S

< icling 79 mins), Groves, Shakespeare,

The defence, with Kelvin Davis Southall; Woods, L
back in g had one or tWo b Jewell and goalk
dodgy moments, with Paul Groves GOAL ATTEMPTS:
shooting wide when he Was  anq hree wide; Grimsby three saved and
through and clear in the second e wide. Comers: 4 3 to Grimsby
half REFEREE: Bill Bums, Scarborough

But not much else got past ATTENDANCE: 4,289,

Julian James, Steve Davis and ENTERTAINMENT: In short supply
Marvin Johnson for the home fans, and the only plelasure

“I'am pleased to grind out a 0-0  for visitors was that the Town proved

draw,” said the manager. “Now  capable of shutting up a game.

accepted that.

defender was two yards away but I tried to
score with my left foot, when I like to score
with the right. I thought I played well, but I
know football is about goals.”

Preece was welcomed by his old pals, but
not by Town chairman David Kohler, who
is threatening to take him to court over his
free transfer. The 32-year-old midfielder is
still on week by week contracts with Derby,
waiting for the dispute to be resolved. His

BOSS iS pleased by a display Of grit T soud Inwe scorc;l," he said. “The

tag of £200,000 or so.
He felt that on Saturday’s evidence, the
Town and Derby would both be clear of rel-
egation worries this season.

Derby manager Jim Smith was delighted
with the result, but annoyed that his team
did not chalk up a bigger win. “We had four
situations in the second half where we should
have scored,” he said.

“It was pleasing to see the number of chances
we created, but we didn’t put enough of them
away. Sturridge could have had four goals.

ier for ourselves.”

fear is that he could end up wearing a price-

We showed tremendous endeavour, but not a
lot of brain. We could have made it a lot eas-
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