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© DANSE MACABRE: Reading goalkeeper Simon Sheppard Is well
out of his area to tackle his own man, Dariusz Wdowczyk, as
Dwight Marshall chases a Gavin Johnson through ball. d
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TO IT: Des
Linton joins a
Town attack
after a corner.
Skipper Steve
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er defender,
is up there
with him, and
the Reading
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to him is

Martin
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g making his
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_ , % Y ) for the Royals
k 7 . afterbeing *
released by |
Luton in the
| summer.
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oring. to take his time to walk the ball into the net.

BARELY A month into the season, Terry Westley’ :
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despite their criticism of the team :mdPp flow e < o0 SRS
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month for the second stage of the (Half-time 1-1)
Anglo-Ttalian Cup.
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as Town slip again

How they stand
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FULL STRETCH: Reading sub Tom Jones toepokes the ball away to SheffUid 16210 0" 255 S KORORERS wh@m e roomlm,m
halt a Dewight Marshall run for goal. sl sty S
of e keeper's bruising assault - the ball ran quences that dthe game and sent (| | Reading are the ony Fist DOSOR SOV e )|
N e and Marshall was able to walk it into the REPORTS BY BRIAN SWAIN Reading’s confidence sky high. g use of it Terry Westiey had to et pan."‘
it fom 30 yards. e PICTURES BY GARETH OWEN On the hour Mick Gooding was put in on a match “interview area’ on the edge of the pitch past a group
tiom 30 Yo, o again,” was the Reading ——— run for goal, and the Town defence was angry ot anpryTan s iater
e cross by Adie Williams. and very disbelieving when Mr Leach decided caliedivobte s
e home side began to outpass and out- At (e interval, 1 hoped that the Town had  tpat Des Linton's tackle that took the pall WeS e
mn the Town, and Kelvin Davis carned his “’“W“{Rt‘ad‘“s s sting, and for the first 1S min- ; foul. The protests had no chance of succeed- :I:‘::a r{:fr:m ity $’
s on  day that should have done his confi- Utes of the second half it looked as though they o ind Lovell tucked away the penalty. orst!they/had R

dence a power of good.

He has had the painful experience of being
barracked by his own so-called supporters after
sberrations against Derby and Perugia, and the
vay he responded at Elm Park made him a
strong contender for the Town man of the
match tag.

He made a double save from Lee Nogan and
Stuart Lovell as Reading took command, but
was left hopelessly exposed for the equaliser in
te 17th minute. Nogan, trying to shrug off a
disappointing debut for Wales in midweek, left
Julian James on the deck and carcfully put his
shot wide of Davis.

Foratime the Town looked capable of fight-
ing back, and Sheppard produced a Watford
yersion of the Colombian scorpion save, kick
ing off his own line in a scramble following a
comer,

But if play was at that stage fairly even in
tems of possession, Nogan and Lovell looked
much more penetrative than Marshall and
Dayid Oldfield at the other end.
kkmhard Harvey saved the Town with a tack-
e Lovell after he had got round Davis, and
bu:hul Meaker managed to volley over the

from about five yards from a left-wing

n‘ig;o" TOWN 1 PERUGIA 4
e MALLEST crowd to watch a first
195 game at Kenilworth Road since
o edsuﬂ’emd agonies as the Town
Sl‘a{o some of their best football of the
i l"Iny the first half-hour in the
BEC: talian Cup, then folded up like a
m&guvgfssunday pub footballers with
» d:":gdc; Temy Westley ordered his players
bich 1o ly’s extra training on the practice
o m:y 1o remind them of the need to get
et soft centre that spoils a potentially

combination.
penalty in inj a

first jury time at the end of the
:;lnfexave the Town a lifeline after they
it mmﬁ\‘m down, but they failed to grasp
mnmo more soft goals after the
struggling to get away from
1 foot of Serie B in 1(315 e
Ve e ghtest feature for home fans, who
nmr.““ally singing “We're not singing
vers, o Was the debut of 17-year-old Sean
» & spindly-legged midfielder who

Fans stay away and miss a fold-up

had
; &2 A B G0 seconds, with the Town and their || years, and. questioning his
Referee Ken Leach was detes 1t a © . questioning
R e et fh;"‘f‘,‘r':du,"\':?;j fans still secthing, Marshll ricked bis vay formation and strategy.
e decisions went the Town's way, within 110 e maobor, and Tom Jones bodzed | AR JLO R e EE s,
checked him. It was more of a penalty than o speak calmly to them, and

a minute of the restart.
Linton's tackle, but not in the view of Mr kept his cool under unneces-
sary provocation.

The Town were at the beginning of their best . :

spell, and Reading’s defence had the jitters Leach, and Reading thankfully cleared their “They pay good money to

when Andy Beral sliced an attempted clear- lines. follow us and are entitled to
Nine minutes later another 60-second burst their view,” he said. “It was

ance straight to Sheppard, who made the catch g

to the relief and surprise of home fans. The finished the Town. They were showing signs just a pity that as I was on

ironic cheers turned to groans when the ref of getting back into the game, and Graham my way to attend a meeting

called it a back pass. It was a ludicrous deci-  Alexander’s curling corner almost deceived with Press men, who are
always polite, I had to walk

sion, and perhaps justice was done when the  Sheppard. It was close to creeping into the net, K
indirect free kick, from six yards, was tapped 0 but the goalkeeper managed to palm the ball P“ﬁleht';g:t Z:l;bo-;wnm‘;
Steve Davis. His shot was charged down by the  onto the bar, and a big boot upfield completed | the angry fans was a soind
ten-man wall the escape. It also caught the Town stretched, || bite or two out of the interview

"The Town were well on top at this stage, but  and Nogan and Lovell were able to exchange || he gave to the Luton News this week, reported on today’s
Maraball, having gone on a good solo ru, SAW  pagses to get beyond Steve Davie, with Nogan || back page.
N hot saved while Gavin Johnson waited  ¢yentually in space o fire ‘n his second goal. “He said at Elm Park: “1 can understand supporters being
in vain for a pass that might have been more ‘And for the 20 minutes afer that Reading disappointed. How do they think I feel?
effective. v “] know that to prove we are a top ten team or better we

e : e bie to cruise, with the Town rarcly {| pave to beat teams like Rea

Steve Davis volleyed powerfully bt 08 jooking dangerous. The introduction of e L0 Dt e alf. time, and in the irst 15 minutes of the
high when a cross by Marshall was cleared |9 poptcho Guentchey for Linton, in a vain bid || second half we absolutely dominated. But then the game
him on the cdge of the box, and at (AL e Do e 1 the attack, made no differenceat || changed on & % eferee’s decision. I believe even the referee
Town were justifying the manager’s assertion ol andiitiwas painful to see {he Town finish might now think he made a mistake when he gave the penal-

that they are capable of doing well. R el , ty to Reading.

But then came the two-minute Jong the game looking a very bedraggled outfit of asked g shere the ball went after Des Linton’s tackle
on Gooding, He said he didn't know. I do: the tackle took the

Dol cleanly, and it was not a foul. If Linton had taken the

man the ball would have carried on. In fact it was a magnifi-

o ackle. And not one of their players appealed for a penal-

ty.

“They are all professionals, the same as ours who protest-
ed about it. Then within a few seconds Dwight Marshall was
pulled back after he had got Tound his man, but nothing was

Westley was angry about the silly goals
added: “We're not a million
But we're as soft as they come in

might be the next David Preece, or even a
George Cummins.
Composed and con!
he was on the way to beco
as the Town played possessiol
out adding the final punch in the early stages.

against, but

fident beyond his years, miles away-
yming an instant star the box.”
E football with- In a late surge Steve Davis stormed upfield

1o force the keeper to ‘make a couple of good
Ceri Hughes, part way through his suspen- saves, and sub Jamie Wixx!sford suffered lﬂc s eame el O e

sion, S| 'uklcd and the Italians were getting  same fate with a drive which was brillian g' B pl;ymem“lllynu Lot

rmlé\l‘:ﬁul they were given tWo quick goals. tipped over. 'll'hhnbc mllnulcs {f‘rurmu:én;:u[‘)v:l‘%adl FRe i Lo

N a free kick hall hit the bar, long afte

Non-existent marking from a free kick let in Mars e bar, BE8 EEE o

the 35th minute, and an started singing a.l a load sh.

Kelvin Davis that failed to LUTON TOWN: Kelyin Davis; James,

Steve Davis, Skelton; Linton, Hughe:

given.

“But that's football. We can talk about the good play we
produced in spells, but all people are interested in is the
result, and tha is one thing [ have had rammed home to me
since I became manager.

Marco Negri

upfield jaunt by der pressure,

ed his reply, which was a

ed Giov cchini

get the ball gifted Giovanni Cornacc S Marshall 68 mins),

r rvey; uentchev (Marsh b
another two minutes later. o Y (Waddock 68 mins), Oldfield cone very d“:‘:ol m

The penalty came when Hughes was 4 ; -
's pass ‘Woodsford 68 mins). o trisis he said, mal

trough o gl o T’“éﬁc;&ﬁi ) PERUGIA: Fabri; Camplone, Cottini | || Bill Shankly's oft-qu

it 1 S (Beghetto 71 mins), Tasso, Materazzl, Pagano tant than life or deatl Al : =

scored from u\clxvol al never materalised  (Baiocco 61 mins), Atzom, Tcdc§c507. Reading’s joint manager Mkkdcwu‘:tﬁlﬁ ew:lmpﬁ

ential reviva 2 s .

hcg‘\f;cp;’)gmn;:\\r;r;( comer, a few seconds Notaristefano; Negr: Cornacchini (Meaccl 4

after terval, led to another case of no  mins). _ e

k‘&;rk‘ﬂn\f mm:d Andrea Cottini headed in. GOALS: Negri ’a"qn(&(::::céu::(chcv

B;Vh.‘g;“gmmm was complete in the 59th Pcmﬁm,f}ﬁ a‘;\]g _lr'l]wénsiﬂ B

e o ty for , 45 mins;
minute when he brought down Negri, who [l:lc:@\{pcnahy) oo 7 e

converted the penalty

{o accept the ref’s decisions, an
side’s second win of the season.

“In our last home game we turned in an excellent team per-
formance,” he said. “We should have won it. But things went
wrong after a penalty decision went against us, and Millwall

ainst

won 2-1.
“Until today we had been playing well in spells. But aj
Lauton I thought we dominated for longer riods.”




