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soon Andy Melville head Inute effort off the line, with his first Kenliworth Road appearan
goalkeaper Alec Chamberiain beaten.

® ESCAPE: Sunderland scramble the ball away as David Oldfleld tries a
Marshall and Des Linton hoping In vain for a lucky break,

® DEBUT DANE: Johnny Vilatrup, making

Ho
started to do a little, but not enough,” way

manager Terry Westley's verdiot,

wearing the light No. 11 shirnt,

SECOND from bottom of the First Division No home win since lust
April, Five defeats on the trot. Just five goals s ored in eight league games
w0 far this season,

That was the snd combination of facts that came (0 i he ad at Kenilworth Road
on Suturday night after a dreadful Luton Town performance ended with parts of
B A on s 36 by LUTON TOWND

SUNDERLAND 2

100,
Sunderland had held the Town fairly (Half-time 0-0)

euslly In the first half, then destroyed iy pamen. Thee at the bick becomes

them In the second four, then none at times, and players seom (o
1t could have been even more humiliat- e ay confused s apectutors about what i

Ing, with the visltors calm and methodical upposed to be happening

Agalnst o team (hat did not seem (o know Vor the second consecutive mateh, an

what It was trying 10 do Sunderland even  Injury forced another change 1o the line-up,

pansed up o penalty. At Millwall Marvin Johnson was caried

Thets WAk 110 fecognisable patiern in &  Off, but the replacement, Jullan James, st

ted In comfortabl

Town feam which has already used 24 play

? Against Sunderland De Linton batled
ern In the first elght matches, Including three L Jund “ I""' I.;:'-‘,."lln.nm
onlkee agatnat injury until half-time, then ha
¥ i replaced | Bontcho  Cuentehey, The

Pormations change match by mateh, and Bulgarian has o nice touch, but

Luton Town’s season at a glance
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16 Bournem'th (M) 1-1 (Marshall
22 Boumemauth (A) 142 (aet) (M Johnson) 4 144

not a lot of bravery, and (he
! oring effort the Tows

Who’s who E i 1, B

| Hughes returned (o sld
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# FUMBLE: Jol

wnd 1t didd on two cruc Il ocensi

Tirstly, Harvey's hoader f¢
Hioghes In the 214t minute wa woalbound
untll Andy Melville cleared ofl the line
with his keeper beaten

Then, slx minutes after the broak, John
Mullln, & £40,000 bargain from Burnley In
e summer, looked offside when he
warked his second Sunderland appenrance
with iy fiest gonl for them, Kevin Bl
played n pass over the top of the Town's
midfleld, and the defensive cover wis
nowhers s Mullin raced through and
showed admirable composure in shooting
it lan Pouer, to the embar
fullin's old mate at Burnley, Steve
Davis,

Phil Gray, the lant striker to look like n
regular 20-goaly-n-searon man n a Luton
shiet, completed the misery for hin old pul:
when the Town were chasing the game
without any real convietion, Another
through ball, by Daclusz Kublokl, caught
he Town wprendengled again, and Crny
chipped an Veuer expertly

Between the goals, the on-loan Went
Ham keoper pulled down Mullin to end a
threatoning run, and was o little lucky (o
saape without even n yellow card, But he
woned by diving to hix right (o make a
§ood anve from Richnrd Ord's penalty

The only serlous thrent (o Sunderland in

rons by

ment of

OF the night

Johnny Vilstrup

hrough psy

Mlon on §1e
00 0n Stove Dy and co

1o Town rare

hn Taylor, sent on as a sub to try to turn the sec
mer Town keeper Alec Chamberlaln Into a mistake, But nothing came of It,

How they stand|

e ax the dofance made (1 feat renl mintinke

The bright Wpots were two debut perfor
l‘luluwrn by goulkeapoer an Feuor, who In on
o0 from West Ham, and by midfielder

Tho Dane oozed class, with several brilliant
s which sliced open n Millwall

dthat got more and more anxlou
home forwards fulled (o muke an Impre

B Iy threntened an wn attacking — loft o be
L 158, DUt tho defence looked rook solld, and  the Preasroon: (hat the Tows Jund played very

W
Tnusteation grew for Millwall and their fans ~ well, ho (00K Iitle conkol

\PICTURES BY GARETH OWEN

a wecond hall they controlled with painful
onne was a bliste 30 vmllrx by
Vilstrup which Alec Chamberlain held
with some slight difficulty

The ahot probably stung his hands, But
the wretched sense of letdown felt by the
home (ans was about o Town team that did
not seem 1o have the bottle to stand a litle
paln of 1ty own for the good of the wide

When your football doesn't flow, the
next priority In (o dig in, and serap for s
vival, The tewm did it at Miltwall, and will
have to do It again st Molineux on

Saturday

Gonlkeepor Feuer and &
Nowed the right commitme
thing similar has got to come from nine

Davin
WO

others

Luton crowds are not 100 demanding
they have grown used (o the occastonal
dofent, but apprecinte the entertainment
when they can see what the team I trylng
10 nehiove, Against Sunderland they did
not even have that onsolation, The team
Bardly looked ws though It wis trying, and
fany will not pay money (o see much more
of that

Costly last-minute mista

MILLWALL 1 LUTON TOWN 0 the Town ol thelr passing game going In the

DISHELIRE wig (hy | ccond half

ax the overwhoelming feeling at
the Now Den after the Town did more than Bt Bontcho Cuentehey, who had minsed a
Wough (0 draw, might ensily have snatched o half-chance bofore the break, falled (o make
win, bt then 10at 10 n goal 90 seconds from A Improssion where |t mattered, and

Town orented

Into n finger-tp

through. But the shot wax wonk
(gt at Keller In the
ton

That wan galling, but ¢

. the Iate winner, Having kept thelr
w0 well for nlmost KO minutos
aught on the broak

Ing wa
goncentration

wr|[x".v?.'.'|m.l|'"””""" Ido, Julinn James wa :\l;“.ml‘::\ Dovle's Tong ball down the middle

Tytas o1 00n€I, but wont on afler only Ve juut s wab 1o happen

Wil toon Tarvin Johinson had to go off - Sunderland, If Jmmen W ;

'mu-lrvlnmzm injury that put him out of e (rying to play Chrin Malkin offulde, (¢ \‘m”u'
Millwal oo doomed. ‘hecause Divie ohoso (o aitack th

ind m:"“ huffed and puffed, relied on kiok b, He migsed and Malkin, one of nnul ]
Povier ;.‘”,“‘ 501 nowhere, with lanky Yank  used by Miliwall, went on unchallenged A¢

\<.r|.|H'“:‘; Ncing. n brilliant firsthalf save ot through Fover's logs.

e 1 18 Ot i frame o the bottom cor tven Millwall manager Mick i

Baygny "™ *Ido & wharp drive by Kelth — admitied that Jiii femm hid boen mi

o bit of n shamble
i what might have b

st dreadful!

ond-half tide, fo

THICMATCH DETAILS

Oldfield wasted the best opportunity (he
He had forced Kasey Koller

we with i good header from

Unusied subs Gavin Johnson and

4 corner, but should have left the keopor for
dend when Dwight Marshall played him
and almost

J16-001-01e confrontn Mo i (vtalkin 3§ i), Dixon

fovastal + Chrls Malkin, 90 seconds from
von more devasti

OTHER ATTEMIFTY Town four
Millwall four waved and three wide

to them Agalnat
| Trovor Ponko wers

k MoCarthy

Wilo Terry Westloy wan  the Towi concentrating hard on »
while Terry Westloy Wik

Jatlon from (hat

Managers
live or die
by results

PHIL GRAY, the last 20-gonls-u-penson man (o
wenr i Luton shiet, haw lttle doubt that today's
::::n compures bandly with the one he left two yenrs

After scoring the killer gonl ngainst his old mates,
he snld: “T loved It when | wis here with David
Pleat, But thiy Luton team s not ax good ws It was
then, Shnce 1 wis here
they huve lost good
players,  lke  Mick
Hurford, David Preece,
und Paul Telfer,

“Luton gave us a
tough time untll we got
our fiest gonl, but we
wore on top after that
and controlled wll the
wecond half, We could
have scored three or
four gonls.”

Sundorland manager
Poter Reld gets credit
from Gray for improy-
Ing thelr style, concens
teating on slmple pass-
Ing,

Reld snld: “We played some good football, and
hly desorved the win,
players they hind to be positive in the
flold, und they were,

“he gonls were grent finishes, ithough the fest
Jooked u close el for offside, But John Mullin
pulled nwiy well, and fnished brilllantly,

SIC waw i thoroughly professional tenm porfors
munce, All T need now Ix some-one who can tuke
pennlties = PhIl Gray missed one in midweek too,
I'm thinking of buying Rob Andrew!"

Town boss Terry Westley hid the anger he felt on
Snturdny nlght, but for him It wis w miserable 36th
Diethduy. He wis commited to a nlght out with hix
and by wife's family, and went through with It
becnuse he felt he could not let down relutives who
hid teavelled over from Ipswich,

o heard the cnlls for him to be sacked, and sald:
“Some birthduy presont, oh?™

He ndded tht he and Mick MeGlven felt Just s
bdly about the tewm’s porformance as the fans did,

S1Cwis i big disnppolntment, especially aftor the
ewt half, when we did got the ball down and pliy
little,

WWe crented one or two opportunities, but wo
didn’t pass enough, or creato onough”

When Des Linton wi injured he switched to 44
Y (o try (o be more penetrative, SHut Instend, we
passed loss and loay, and by the end we hind gone to
W 2044, which Ix unrenlistie,

Wpaul Bencewell showed you don't live (0 bo an
[Heyenr-old and run around to get the ball, He
found apuce, and pussed woll = he was (0o bright for
i, wnd n credit to his tenm,

S oxpected the crowd’s renction, and 1 can
undorstand 1, T don't foel under personal pressurs,
but when you hecom annager you know the
rules, You live or dle by results,”

.
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