“When you are losing it becomes as
much a habit as winning, but harder to

TTnner dou ’
Town on the rocks

® SPOT OF BOTHER:
Steve Davis’s penalty is
saved by Stuart Naylor.

From back page

change,” he added.

Despite being bottom of the First
Division, the players believe in them-
selves, and there were good reasons at
Kenilworth Road on Saturday to think a

revival is possible.

o 1 But not if the few scoring chances
being created are wasted. The Town
looked more menacing than West Brom
in their general play until the late stages,
but were unable to build on an early
goal, and the penalty miss by Steve
Dayis was as good as giving one to the

opposition.

table.

That would have regained the lead,
but instead West Brom punished the
spot kick failure with a late winner to
hoist themselves into third place in the

With Johnny Vilstrup, Scott Oakes
and John Taylor missing through
injuries, the Town's reshuffled pack

often looked a good unit.

I made Richard Harvey and goalkeep-
er Ian Feuer the closest contenders to
Waddock for the Town man of the

|
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match honours, and the introduction of
Jamie Woodsford for his second full
league game, added a litle more determi-

nation than we had seen from Bontcho
Guentchev.
Manager Westley was left to point out

LE: Steve Davis stretches in
k post as a corner puts West

bts leay

the handful of crucial turning
points that cost him the win he
and his team so desperately
wanted.

West Brom’s defence stood
and watched when Harvey left-
footed the Town into a 19th-
minute lead from a through ball
by Steve Davis

The Town got well on top but
could not add the goal that might
have killed off a bedraggled vis
iting outfit.

Albion were not allowed a
single shot on target in the first
half, but Stuart Naylor tipped
over a thundering volley by the
improving Graham Alexander,

and Dwight Marshall shot wide froman
opening made by Woodsford's surge.

Julian James replaced Trevor Peakeat
the interval after the veteran had been
injured in a collision with Feuer, but for
the first ten minutes of the second half
the pattern was the same.

A brilliant breakaway from a West
Brom corner should have made it 24,
but after Ceri Hughes and Waddockhad
passed quickly and accurately to seadin
David Oldfield, the midfielder on for-
ward line duty slightly overran the bal
and Naylor made a good save at is feet

Albion manager Alan Buckley had
given his men a rollicking at half-tiné
and ten minutes later, still unhappy vilh
the way they were second best, he seal
on Andy Hunt to replace Dave Gilbett

And Hunt had a storming game. He
was angry at being dropped, determined
to prove he should have been picked.
and transformed the proceedings.

Albion started to make betier use of
the flanks, their passing improved 100
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KIN PROSPECT: 18-year-old Jamie Woodsford, who
made the second full league appearance of his career, and
earned praise from his manager.

et cent, and the loss of defender
Pul Agnew with a knee injury
made litle difference to their resur-

gence. -

Hunt sent Kevin Donovan behind
Harvey to deliver a perfect cross
from which Lee Ashcroft headed
he equaliser.

West Brom claimed that was
belted justice: two minutes earlier
Stacey Coldicott’s shot from
Hunt's pass hit the post and was
scooped away by Feuer. “It was a
goal,” said Coldicott later. “I don’t
know whether it crosssed the line or
mot" said the keeper. “The lines-
man said he couldn’t see, but it was
cerainly not a yard over, as some
were saying,”

Even after conceding the equalis
e, the Town showed the capability
of restoring their supremacy

Referee Graham Barber had a
poor game, with over-use of the
yellow cards, but even Albion

agreed he was right to give a penal-
ty when Paul Mardon brought down

Marshall on a run for goal.

Guentchey, with a 100 per cent
record from the spot, watched from
the dug-out as Davis took the kick,
and Naylor dived to his right to
save a side-footed effort that was
looking for placing rather than

power.

West Brom took heart from that,
while the Town’s inner doubts and
worries surfaced again, and seven
minutes from time Hunt nicked the
winner, cashing in on a lucky
bounce and deflection after a cross

by Donovan.
There

league table makes
slight indeed

as no way back after that
and whatever slight pleasure we
might take from some of the foot-
ball the Town played, today’s
it seem very

Preece peace deal

THE dispute over the transfer of David Preece has finally been.
tesolved, with the Town expecting to pick up

“It's probably '.heTson of figure a tribunal would have come up
manager Terry Westley. “On the other hand I can’t buy a
P“gﬂ")fhh ability for that money.”
mw that Preece did not get the free trans
v M‘I‘g;iogz‘mc Football League to make a payment to Luton,

half of what the Town wanted.

mhﬁf& the clubs settled for £75,000 to be paid immediate-
z;k;y er £25,000 due when Preece completes 25 appearances
Vo . A further £25,000 will be paid if Preece is

Torg side at the Bascball Ground. And if Derby can

0% - there are only five points between them today.

Aussie trial

ALl
UTON Town fan on the other

Of the world has
Tenl s been instru
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bhn Worth Road, 18-year-old
world » A graduate of the
“%ﬂmm Australian Institute

Lagt
e Auys:;]h: Was vice-captain of
Wich by a0, under-17 * squad,
oy Mm him to the attention of
Tow L SWain, a Town fanatic
hs mh““*” g in Perth. He maintains
%M‘;:!sh Luton, through his
0 g SP"“:“ Editor cousin,
Mﬁmg m‘_:arbnnc S parents spoke
e I_:"m a chance to make the
hubm&ndml::r:n Town was

if he is not the
would s
for instance, J

don't expect him
game for the rest of
we needed someone, pamculmly

Westley la

while John Taylor is gettng over
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“I was concerned about the num-

ber of other clubs who were inter-
ested in him. Several agents were
hawking him around in various
countries

‘He is a very good prospect, and
finished article yet T
/ that he is just ahead of,
amie Woodsford. If
he had been here, I would have put
him in against West Brom

“He's quick and strong, but
to play in every
f the season. But

£100,000 from Derby

fer he wanted: Derby
and

in a promotion-
doit, so can the

EXTRA injuries added to the

Itali

;ﬂsery of the night when the
own were outplayed in the
Anglo Ttalian Cup, conceding
four goals again.

‘The diehard fans who forked out
money and gave up wages or holi-
?"ﬁ,, to glo to Genoa made their

eclings clear, with manager Te
Westley given the bird by some as
he w across the pitch at half

time.

Genoa, relegated from Italy’s
fight on 3 penaly shootout la
season, are leading Seric B and
went close to humiliatingthe
Town. Italian Pressmen could not
believe an English First Division
side could be made to look 50 poor.

fact it was not the Town's
worst performance of the season —
but they were streets behind the
home side in just about every
aspect of football.

Fans questioned if too many men
were out of their depth — including

e manager.

_He spoke to some of them in the
airport  departure lounge on
Thursday. “They wanted explana-
tions, and I tried to give them,” he
said. “Supporters have the right to
have their say. But all of us here,
manager, coaches and players, are
supporters of this club as well.

“At Genoa we were up against a
very, very good side. They played
the same sort of system that we do,
but were so much better. Their
movement was brilliant. In this
country, compared to that, we play
standing still.”

That seemed particularly true of
the first 32 minutes, when Genoa
eased into a three-goal lead.

In 90 minutes the Town man-
aged two shots on target, a first-
half header by David Oldfield
which was cleared off the line, and
a 30-yarder by Scott Oakes which
went straight to the goalkeeper.

Between times the Town were
chasing shadows, and occasionally
suffering from Stoke referee Jim
Rushton, who seemed intent on
being so impartial that he tended to
be a homer on marginal decisions.

Julian James collected the only
Town booking — three to the
Jtalians might have been half a
dozen or more — and Town fans
enjoyed secing the ref almost book
Doc Berry, who was sitting on a
ten-man bench. 3

James was cut when an Italian

player’s ring made contact with his
face. A linesman saw it, and did
nothing, which had Westley up on
his feet, pointing an accusing finger

at the linesman.

Westley was wearing his specs at )
the time. The linesman complamcg V]lSlmR, Harvey:
{o the ref, who went to the bencl ev. ¢
;:m Llhn‘z«xlencd the bespectacled Oldfield (Thorpe 73 mins). Unused

half without specs, and with a dif-

ferent top on his training gear

The Town were without lan
Feuer, Ceri Hughes, Trevor Peake,
Gary Waddock and Dwight
Marshall, and the luckless deputies

nds a striker

his operation.
“The price 1S

here 1 have been as
amounts for players

In the last week Westley has
rejected the chance to buy 28-year-
old Keith Scott for £300,000 from
Stoke, and 31-year-old Paul
Wilkinson for £500,000 from

Middlesbrough.

In Kongsvinger my opp(da ::n lhi
Jocal paper is disappointed 10 5¢
Riseth leave. “He's very good with

were left 1o play the part of school-
W‘mgg"‘ﬂy‘lllmﬂbym

In a magnificent stadium Genoa
varied their play brilliantly, equally
comfortable with long and short

abit of a struggle, but at
i oﬁl:'. at least Des

rehabilitation after long inj
absences. Paul McLaren e

good - it's more
than the player would fetch if he

moved within Norway, but over
ridiculous

SC GENOA 4
LUTON TOWN 0

Looking for positive points was

again sug-

moved too far upfield and Genoa
made deadly use of the s
behind him. No-one
to cover that danger, and in the tiny
but energetic figure of Montella the
home side had a centre-forward
‘who looked like Paul Walsh in the
1982 videos some of us watched on
the journey to Italy.
1t's no pleasure seeing your team
stuffed, but at least Genoa remind-
ed us of how beautiful football can
‘be when top players are on song.
A set %we and questions about
Kelvin Davis, led to the 18th-
minute  opener, headed by
Skuhravy in Mark Halel? style.
Six minutes later a quick break
caught the Town upfield as the left
winger roared forward. By the time
he was ready to cross he had two
colleagues in readiness, with not a
defender in_ sight, and Montella
converted with ease.
A long ball over the top of Steve
Davis put in Nicola for the third
goal in the 32nd minute and it was
no contest after that.
Bontcho Guentchev and Oldfield
never looked like matching the
threat of the Genoa attackers,
the most the Town could hope for
in the second half was damage lim-
itation.
Magoni hit the bar with a crack-
ing 25-yarder, but the Town almost
avoided further embarrassment
until five minutes from time —
Kelvin Davis charged out of his
area, made a hash of a clearance
attempt, and ented Montella
with his second goal. To be fair to
Davis, he then pulled off the best
save of the game to prevent further
disaster after Skuhravy struck an
incredible volley, with his body
horizontal three feet or more off the

und.

TOWN: K. Dayis; James
(Alexander 30 mins), S. Davis, M.
Johnson;  Linton, ~McLaren,

Guentchev (Woodsford 57 mins),

subs: G. Johnson, Chenery, Abbey

k;
'gA>’T'I'ENDANCE: 759, includ-
ing 200 from Luton ¥
ENTERTAINMENT: Provided

almost_entircly by Genoa, who
layed some lovely stuff. The
own were outclassed.

his head,” he said. “He scores plen-
ty of goals with it and makes then
for others. He plays well, and will
get beter, and I think he is right for
the English football.” :
And while Westley vaits for his
Jatest import to wrap up the paper-
work details on Mond;z. r:lzdlls‘;
sed that he may al
e er deal before m
After talking it over _wilh chair-
man David Kohler, a blld has m
repared for another player, Dame,
gos‘::;?n and club undisclosed, t©
boost the chances of pulling away
from the foot of the First Division.

e "y

an lesso

desperate
‘both could hls‘:“:nnnﬂ‘l out

bit more of a goal threat - he
an extra day to get everyone never really got a chance o
fighting fit to try to give us

rearguard. He is under treat-
‘ment for a sore and bruised
hip after colliding with Tan
Feuer and an Albion player.

too early to say if he will be
all right for the TV match at
Portman Road. The hip joint

about the whole team,” said

Agent slammed

hswdnsocceugcnuhisweckoverh\ss
der-21 international David Greene was

ume it was put out by Davi
nson and I had spoken abou
‘mentioned it to anyone else.

club on trial, to play him in a couj

bout Greene in that context, as a

2

ors back on form

ded seven first-year apprentices

¢ from Andrew Barr, Andrew Smith, Steve

e Cup, with the kick-off at
The reserves play Charlton at




