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For involved it was a per-
fect day, not least for David Oldficld,
the subject of cruel jeers in home
matches.

He produced a moment of magic to
grab the lead, and the rest of the Town
side then battened down the hatches to
frustrate Ipswich and their supporters.

The second away win of the season

s lifted the Town out of the bottom
three relegation places of the First
Division and if home results can be
brought into balance we can dream of
better things - the play-off area is cur-
rently only eight points above the
Town!

Westley has had to get used to
rumours about his likely sacking and
knows it will happen if results are bad.

In the Press room at Portman Road,
where he was once a failed schoolboy
a2 player and later in charge of the
Ipswich school of excellence, his grin
|| almost cut his head in two.

And with justification: at the final
whistle, after the Town had soaked up
pressure and Ipswich had wasted a lot
of possession, I felt the same sort of
emotions that sparked Pleat into his
dance of delight more than a decade
ago.

Ipswich fans were saying their fourth
consecutive home defeat - including one
against Second Division Stockport in the
Coca Cola Cup - was self- inflicted.

True, they looked a poor team, very
much the also-rans of the Premiership
which they were last season.

Manager George Burley said: “It was
a disaster. We were looking for three
points. We had one or two chances
before we conceded the goal, but didn't
take them, and Luton made it difficult
for us after they went a goal up. We had
enough chances to know it was a game
we could have won - and it was a soft
goal. In the second half we put them
under pressure, and had chances to bury
them.”

H; was right, but that fails to give

credit to the way the Town fought like

Shie S
NEARLY ANOTHER: Gavi
the former Ipswich mls&ﬂﬂm
almost made a scoring mumén
Portman Road. This was his first
taste of action after replacing Scott
Oakes with Mick Stockwell just beat-
ing him to the ball
which beat Craig Forrest low down oo
his near post
From then on it was a battle for su-
vival, with the Town getting behind the
ball in numbers and soaking up Ipswich
b pressure which became less and les
It started with Davis heading clear threatening as Feuer and Co coped will
from defence. Johnson switched the ball ~ everything
to Richard Harvey, and he in tum fed The Town looked dangerous on lie
Johnny Vilstrup in midfield. It was a break, but with little real threat in the
department that never functioned as well  final third of the field, although Gavi
as it can, but on this occasion the Dane’s ~ Johnson’s first touch as sub might ite
pass was inch-perfect to send Oldfield  brought a goal when he just failed 0
down the left wing beat Mick Stockwell to a low crossby
The unfortunate David Linighan tried  Dwight Marshall.
to hold up Oldfield. But he could do The last quarter of an hour was nalk
nothing as Oldfield dribbled around biting stuff
him, then lashed in a right-foot drive ~ You feared that if Ipswich broké
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tigers to hold on to what they had after
Oldfield stunned the crowd, and his
Luton critics, with his first goal for the
club since he helped the Town win 2-0
at Goodison Park in September 1988.
lnp Marshall missed a golden chance
to give Ipswich an early lead when he
headed across the face of the goal, and
wide, from a far post cross by speedy
Dutch right winger Gus Uhlenbeck.

But the Town defence settled down
after that sixth-minute scare, and from
then on the rearguard was brilliant. Ian
Feuer blotted out sight of his goal when
Ipswich might have scored, with three
excellent saves, and Trevor Peake, Steve
Davis and especially Marvin Johnson
E\iup a wall of frustration for the home
side.

Oldfield missed a half-decent chance
just before his goal, blazing wildly high
and wide after a shot by Ceri Hughes
had been charged down.

But the finishing was spot on in the
24th minute when then Town put togeth-
er one of their best moves of the match.

|PSWICH 0
LUTON TOWN 1

could go on to win, but the
‘::':::w o composed.
o 1o Town fans’ cardiac health
m"?"%ﬂﬂs o go, when Ipswich had a
ane i 3 i the penalty area. The drama
o fed as it took an age for the ref to agree
et o the wall. Pessimistic thoughts
e e of play Ipswich deserved an
w08 e Tow's grity display did not

ncede one.
ME];:WIC'OCH'S Marshall let us all off the hook,
2 ‘and fans alike, by whacking his shot well
yide, and We knew then that three lovely points

wide,

wesle o joined the manager in the sort
tle celebrations that are usually
for Wembley, but it really was (h;fx sort of
mfm overwhelming sense that this result

as something special-
Even if Westley was man enough to admit to
],nudisls: “fn terms of passing the ball that is per-

\he worst we have played for six games. You
only saw Luton passing football every now and

i ;
Butit was an emotional match. I’s about win-
g, 07 And we knew we had t0 win this

BREAKING CLEAR: Ceri Hughes launches
Road scoreboard giving a delightful message
( below) The Ipswich goal under pressure from a

a Town counter-attack, with the Portman
for visiting fans and players. JUMP TOIT:
comer, on a day when the fiag kick
count was 7-3 in favour of the Town.

¥

Clive Allen
is back

FOUR years after he turned down the wages
David Pleat offered to try to get him to sign for
Luton Town, Clive Allen is at Kenilworth Road
again, training with Terry Westley's squad and
prepared to talk business.

The former England international is now 34,
and looking for a club. He said: “I am fit, and
raring to go.”

His best days were with Pleat at Tottenham.
Playing as a lone striker Allen hit 49 league and
cup goals and was the Football Writers
Association player of the year after Spurs fin-
ished third in the table in 1987, and were run-
ners-up in the FA Cup.

He has played for Bordeaux in France, and
his other clubs in this country have been QPK
Arsenal - where he was bought and sold with-
out kicking a ball - Crystal Palace, QPR,
Chelsea, West Ham and

signing
hopes to be
given the chance to make
his Luton Town debut on
Sunday, fitness worries on
other midfielders might
help to ease his way into the
side.

Johnny Vilstrup is under
treatment again for the
thigh strain that has both-
ered him for the past three
weeks. He had to be subbed
in the second halfl at

Ipswich.

Scott Oakes, playing only
his second league game of
the season at Portman
Road, also had to be with-
drawn. He had been ready
to accept a pain- killing jab
to enable him to play at
and although that

eeded this week
he was still feeling sore
from his calf muscle injury.
Dwight Marshall is the
other doubt as the Town
try to chalk up their first
back-to-back wins of the

season.

He was kicked in the calf
at Portman Road, and did
well to keep going because
the injury stiffened up
rapidly and affected his

running.
The bonus for the Town
is that once more they have
an extra day to get every-
body ready as TV came
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WHILE new
Vidar Riseth

at Ipswich, and obviously
that was the right place to
win for me and Mick
McGiven because of our

Ipswich
“The

and are 100 per cent
behind what Mick and I
are trying to do. We are not
a bad side, and it was satis-
fying to get off the bottom
of the table. I looked at our
team, and then at
Ipswich’s. There are three
or four of ours who would
interest Premiership clubs.
There were seven scouts
from the Premiership at
last home game.
“1 looked at the Ipswich
side, and 1 wonder if they
have one who would do well
at the top level.

“But that game is history
now, and we have got to win
two on the bounce for the
first time this season. Then,
with a bit of confidence in the
team, you might see a differ-
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