under
with the win.

“I feel sorry for Terry Westley.

everything. I hope people leave him
alone to get on with the job, and I
hope it goes well for him.”

It had been a day when the cruelties
of football were underlined: one mis-
take by Ian Feuer, in the Town goal,
led to Charlton snatching the lead,
while at the other end Mike Salmon
escaped unscathed when he might
have been sent off for flattening
Dwight Marshall, and thus was still
on the to make an incredible
save from David Oldfield when the

Town hammered away at Charlton
after the break.

We saw two sides of Luton Town
either side of the interval. In the first
!ulfl.hcre was a lot of promising pass-
ing football, but with nothing on the
end of it because just about every
final pass or cross was poorly hit.

After the break it was “blood and
thunder” in Westley's words, with
Charlton on the ropes but avoiding a
knock-out.

Scott Oakes, coming back to match
fitness in his third game, kept the
midfield ticking, but after the Town
got down the flanks, men in the mid-
dle waited in vain for the right kind of
service.

Referee John Kirkby and his lines-
men had a dodgy afternoon.
Charlton’s counter-attacking soccer
was aided by marginal offside deci-
sions going their way, but Gary
Nelson timed his run perfectly when
he grabbed the winner after 16 min-

“It was a battle, and Luton put us
pressure, but we nmever got
going, which is why I am delighted

“Luton gave us a tough game, and
li)fedg%_ keep playing like that they will

Young managers have to be given a
chance, and it's frustrating when you
have so much pressure and lose. But
his side did well and they gave him

i

utes. Colin Walsh, an expert veteran
in a young Charlton team, lofted a
pass over the Town's back three and
Nelson got clear.

Feuer started to advance, then hesi-
tated just long enough for Nelson to
beat him to the ball and go round him
before walking it into the net.

“Tan has put his hand up,” said
Westley. “It was a mistake, but he
was due one. It's the first he has made
since he joined us.”

The bar saved Charlton two min-
utes later. Marshall delivered a decent
low cross to the back of the penalty
area, David Oldfield sold the
Charlton defence a dummy, and
Oakes hit a side-footed shot which

REPORT BY BRIAN SWAIN
PICTURES BY GARETH OWEN

curled onto the top of the bar and into
the crowd.

The game opened up after the
break, when the Town, with a touch
of desperation taking over, stormed
onto the attack.

Ceri Hughes, who had looked
forceful before the interval, was kept
in the dressing room at half-time
through sickness, a mixture of stom-
ach trouble and flu.

That led to an extra striker being
u:sed, and Norwegian Vidar Riseth
dlq enough on his debut to suggest he
might be a useful asset.

He looked strong and determined,
but for all the Town’s pressure they
could not find a way through a
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DEFENDER:

Johnson heads power!u?lc, t':-.n"m";.
from a free kick by Scott Oakesas |
the Town piled on the second-half

pressure.

ane's only. goal.
And the fact t

sother home faill

Charlton side that defended doggedly,
and in depth.

Marshall was inches wide with a:
near-post header, Marvin Johnson
suffered a similar fate from Oakes's
free kick, and with Steve Davis for
saking defence for attack the skipper
drove in two off-target efforts.

It was desperate stuff, with the
Town piling on the pressure, and I
was certain that the ref dropped an
enormous clanger when he allowed
Salmon to get away with a challenge
on Marshall which left the striker in
need of two minutes’ treatment onthe
side of the pitch.

Marshall and Phil Chapple wet
chasing Davis's chipped pass,
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hig Ty Westley, before making
debut at Kenilworth Road as a
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'whfzzs_yud piledriver by John
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formation
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when

utes it almost paid off:
from the right, Riseth

Oldfield, who had missed
of half-chances earlier, produced a
foot volley from about ten
. It was worth a point, but Salmon

'. brilliant save, and that turned out to

{he final effort

from a Town side that
was not their day.

gambled on attack, the
been heavier, because in

e last five minutes Charlton broke pur-

and Lee
by Liverpool and Arsenal,

Bowyer, the 18-year-old

led the lead. Feuer saved
remembered less for that
for the one moment of

{ubt that struck him in the build-up to the

hat Charlton went home

nitting they were lucky to win will also
e forgotten when the record simply shows

ure.

GF
ROUNDED: Norwegian Vidar Riseth is brought quickly down to earth by Shaun
Newton after making his Town debut.

Westley turns to attack
with Riseth set to start

Riseth,

=

KNOCKED OVER: Dwight Marshall is clattered, and Town fans yell for a penalty.
But referee John Kirkby saw no foul by Charlton keeper Mike Salmon.

fatters ﬁshig for points P

Allen sent
‘on his way

WITH A TOUCH of cruel irony, veter-
an striker Clive Allen has n thanked
for his company and sent on his way
after training with the Town for a
week. Four years ago David Pleat
wmudwslphmwtthmllmm
player who said “Thanks, but no
thanks.”

On that occasion the former England
international walked away becaiise he
thought he was worth higher pay than
Pleat was offering.
Now 34, he was offered a month’s
trial on Sunday, but refused to take it,
saying he felt he did not need to prove
himself in view of his record.

“That’s all in the past,” said Terry
Westley, who took over from Pleat.
“Clive Allen would have to do very well
on trial to persuade us to sign him and

perhaps block the progress of our

r players.
yo‘\’#: erl:iloy’:d his wmg and T wish
e a club

him well, and It:‘,ltwh A

because I agree that he sol
to offer somewhere. But he is not what
we are looking for.”

(Continued from back page)

That has seen the Town drop back into lhg
Jast three places of the table, but Westley 1§
still convinced the team 1S more than g
enough to put that right.
: ‘];c{md' “We urcbcrcuung chances, but we
need more men able to take them. Midfielders
getinto the opposition’s box quick-
have to work harder at winning the

he last third of the pitch.
a lot more Crosses

was nowhere near
ttacking positions,

have got to
er, and we
second ball in t

“Against Charlton we had
than they did, but the quality
good cnnughl We got into al

i ver.

hm&t‘l’}‘\ ‘Vdnée‘u'. we now have someone worth

i or-on the back post
n"‘r)ll:cg':‘; good runncrl.wcom(onnhle with the
ball, and has a dece’
with what T have seen of him so far.

“But he can't carry the can
will do a lot of
the goals output.
jes into and arounc !
from midfield amiving

“And I am convince!
corner. The dividing line
failure is V! Gy ?a:‘(:w ok

ored instead of hittng

:c(lcx Charlton’s goal, Sunday would have bee!

a different story.”

at the right time.

If Scott Oakes ha

A FLU bug could solve a
midfield selection poser for
Terry Westley as he prepares
for Saturday’s trip to Stoke,

above Luton Town in the

nt touch, and I am pleased

for us, and we
work in training on improving
‘We will work on getting bod-
d the box, with more support

4 that we can tumn the
between success and

bar two minutes

who are just three points
First Division's basement

zone.

It struck Ceri Hughes on
Saturday, and after battling
against_ it for 45 minutes
against Charlton he had to
drop out, letting in Vidar
Riseth for his debut.

The Welsh international
was still laid low carly this
week, and unable to train,

TERRY WESTLEY

But Julian James is still bat-

and the manager said: “If tling against two problems, a
{hat situation goes on all bug similar to the one that hit

week he will struggle to be  Hughes, and a groin strain.
it for Saturday.” Otherwise, except for John
The c balancing  Taylor's recup period
good news is that Johnny  after his back ion, the
Town have a clean bill of

Vilstrup is_making rapid
progress _after his thigh
strain, and looks certain to
available again for the match
at Stoke after missing the
Charlton game.

“He has struggled to
regain his general fitness, but
he will probably be OK.”
said Westley.

Defender Marvin Johnson
collected an Achilles tendon
strain against Charlton, but
early indications are that it is
not serious, and he should be
it to retain his place.

If he is not, Des Linton,
after returning as a sub
against Charlton, is ready to
return in a reshaped defence.

AFTER 44 fans made the

budget-conscious overland

trip by coach to see the

Town in Genoa, interest in

Wednesday’s Anglo-Italian
e in Cesena has ebbed
considerably.

There will be no coach
trip this time, but the Town
have two packages on
offer, travelling by air. A
Juxury three-day deal is
priced at £350, or & two-
day trip at £265 plus the
cost of tickets to the game.
Fans who intend to trav-

THE YOUTH

Thursday, in the

Andrew
times.
bagged 2

d

on target.

T

—

tecond-half sub against Charlton.

ealth.

And midfielder Aaron
Skelton has been given some
good news. A fortnight ago
he was facing an operation to
cure a medial ligament prob-
lem that seemed to have
ended his season. But the
surgeon has had another
Jook, and say§ the injury is
not

tricky of

Another Italian job

Youngsters' cups and downs

team
enjoyed smashing success
and crushing failure with-
in 48 hours last week. On
FA
Youth Cup, they won 9-1
at Cambridge City, with
Barr scoring five
Stuart Douglas
hat-trick and
1 || Andrew Fotiadis was also

as serious as first
Rather than carry out a
ration, he has rec-
ommended a period of treal-
ment and training, and says
that might cure Skelton's
knee without recourse to

surgery.

¢l are asked to contact club
secretary Cherry Newbery
to organise vouchers for
match tickets.

At least one supporter is
thinking of driving to the
game, leaving very early on
Tuesday and arriving
Thursday. He

pes
will cost £100 each at the
most, including fare
through  the Channel
Tunnel. He can be contact-
ed on Luton 493605.

But on Saturday, in &
South [East Counties
League Cu) replay, John
Moore's lads were beaten
4-1 at Crystal Palace,
Chris Willmott netting the
consolation goal.

Road.



