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hours later, when Port Vale drew

bottom of the table again.

been calling for.

It took the team half an hour or so
to look anything like comfortable
with 4-4-2. And after they did settle
dqwn, Steve Davis, inspirational
skipper though he is, made a crucial
error of judgement in the build-up to
the second Stoke goal.

After that it was embarrassing for
Town supporters as only lan Feuer
seemed determined enough to put up
a fight.

“Too many players went on the tilt
after that goal,” said Westley. “Half
the team thought it was all over. We
were opened up, with gaps all over
the place, and Stoke could have
scored ten. They outpowered us.”

l-:le was able to recall, with justifi-
cation and the agreement of Macari,
that after Paul Peschisolido had
exploited slack marking to shoot the
14th- minute opener the Town had
got back into the game.

“In the last 15 minutes of the first
half, we woke up and started to play
better,” he said. “We got to grips with
the game, and fought our way back
into it. We started the second half the
same, but then Steve Davis chose to
~ || come out, missed the ball, and they

of defeat got worse 24
Oldham to leave the hapless Hatters

The Town's heaviest defeat since
‘David Pleat’s team went to Grimsby
in February came after Westley was
forced, for the first time this season,
to employ a conventional back four
instead of the previous three-man

rearguard.

Marvin Johnson was injured in
training 24 hours before the game,
& 5 and with Mitchell Thomas also

98 | injured, and Dayid Greene suspend-
| ed, Westley decided he had to make
the change that many supporters have

at

scored again. And the team went after
that.”
The trouble was that when posses-
« sion was evenly divided between the
teams, Stoke always looked the more
menacing in attack.

Vidar Riseth was given his full
debut, but was part of a front line that
always seemed to be scattered too far
apart.

He was a centimetre or two away
from reaching an early centre by
Graham Alexander that might have
brought a goal, but the other threats to
Mark Prudhoe were few and far

REPORT BY BRIAN SWAIN
PICTURES BY GARETH OWEN

between. The Norwegian shot wide
when a poor back pass set up a half-
chance from an angle

After going one down, the Town’s
strikes were woefully over-opti-
mistic: Gavin Johnson shot too high
from 30 yards, and from closer range
Ceri Hughes lofted a free kick
halfway to heaven, to the great
amusement of the home crowd.

The best first-half chance was cre-
ated by Alexander’s clever pass into
the inside right slot, but Dwight
Marshall was unable to cash in,
blocked by Prudhoe’s rapid advance

GETTING STUCK IN: Vidar Riseth, on
his full debut, rises with Stoke
goalkeeper Mark Prudhoe in a

challenge which was called a foul by
the Norwegian. |

and spreading save

And for all their equality in the lat-
ter stages of the first half, the Town
were let off the hook just before the
break when Ray Wallace mishit a
shot when left unmarked in front of
goal to meet a crc y Peschisolido.
Feuer made an easy catch, and Town
hopes were that after sucha stunning
miss Stoke might be made to pay.

It was not to be, because after com=
peting well, without looking sharp
enough to equalise, the Town fell
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were forced to send on two
(‘% their injured striking pair.
i Gayle and Simon Sturridge had
19 10 PIOVE: and were lucky enough
that lost its defensive brains.
two brilliant saves to deny
fet and ‘Wallace, but had no chance
Jong clearance let in Sturridge for
a0 sl after 73 minutes.
y"m’l‘nvm's confidence and self-belief
s, wih Gov'e bombing in
lﬂl"d 25-yarder within two minutes
8 80  unmarked o pick up 2 poor
s by Trevor Peake.
, a fitful attacker and anony-
might have pulled one
ards, but his shot was
down when he got (0 the rebound
mmmum's cross-shot was palmed

m‘m closer calls came at the other end,
i Richard Harvey clearing off the line
mmSmdford's header, and Sturridge
pn;c]m then shooting wide.
But he made no mistake in the 87th
mmute after being set up by Wallace, who
Joked well offside before making the pass.
Ao g injury time was reached Nigel
m got on the end of another attack
sutliced through the Town, shrugged off a
dallenge by Harvey and completed Stoke’s
wond home win of the season.
Aud if the Town manager still believes
}is feam is capable of a top six finish,
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OFF TARGET: Gavin Johnson tries his luck.

Patterson makes his debut at last
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.ight caps won so far, and is desperae 10 get back

into the international scene
hat qualification for the next round is
Westley will experiment 10
nsidering using skipper

Knowing U
nearly impossible,
tonight’s match, and is co!
Steve Davis in midfield
t was an under-strength Town party that flew
with the manager admitting that,
Anglo-Ttalian competition had

out yesterday,
with hindsight, the
not been much help to him.
The club will come oul
£10,000. The money-making potential is in reach-
nal at Wembley, and after 1osing their
st home to Perugia and away 10
ave little chance of doing that
don't think the Anglo Italian
help to us,” said Westley “We

¢ of it losing around

ing the
first two matches,
Genoa, the Town h

On reflection, I

Hughes stands(
by for Wales

MIDFIELDER Ceri Hughes is back on the
international scene. He has been put on
stand-hy by Wales, who play in Latvia next

in the European champi--
onships. And if, as often happens, players |
drop out after this week’s league games, he
has a chance of being

nearly two years age, but then dropped out |
of the Welsh reckoning ‘when injuries put

him out of football for almost a year.
DEFENDER Marvin Johnson, whote
enforced absence at Stoke led to & new-look.
defensive formation, will be back o help
Luton Town's battle for survival - at
Kenilworth Road on Saurday. -
He was much missed at Stoke, having
‘been ruled oot by a calf injury sust in
training 24 hours before the ganie.
And it led to manager Terry Westley o&
2 formation, instead ofm

back formula he prefers,

three at i
which will be used again

esterday he said the result, the
worst beating he has suffered as 4 manager,
confirmed his view that players, not tactics, |
win them.”

es we did not want, and we looked

jicked up injurit
e est Brom, after getting back

2 bit tired against W
from Genoa. ¥

“twill be a very young team playing in Cesena,
and those who get their chance should get some
benefit from the experience ‘And perhaps there
will be a player or two I have not seen very often
Who will force me to consider him for the league
squad.”

Four youth team playe
squad in Ttaly today: Matthew Upson, ‘gnalkrccpcr
Nathaniel Abbeys Stuart Douglas and Sean Evers.

The other players in the party arc Patterson,

Cely Stuye Davis, Johnny Vilstrup, Ben
Kelyin Davis, e gt

rs are in the 17-man

ery, P ren, Nathan Jo
Chenery, Paul McLaren. 7

S nt Marshall, Vidar Ris h, Richare
(Oakes, Dwight Ma gy

IF TERRY Westley deserves
the sack for leading a team
that has again slumped to
bottom of the First Division,
he reckons he is in good
company.
Chairman
keeping faith with a 36-year-
old manager who is leaming
his Football League trade the
hard way.
“You biame the players for
what we saw in the later
stages at Stoke, not the
ager,” he said. “
faith in Terry.
Westley said: “Of course I
feel under pressure. We're
bottom of the table and it's

David Kohler is

man-
still have

ainful.”

P

Asked if he feared the sack
after three wins in his first 15
league games in charge, he

said: “In this business you
know what the bottom line
is. But you might as_well
sack half the managers in the
division. I bet there’s a bit of
pressure at Sheffield United,
Watford, Wolyes, Port Vale
and Portsmouth.

“Wins change everything,
but we know that everyone

THE MAN who flushed out
the news that David Kohler
was setting £5million as the
negotiating figure for Luton
Town admitted this week
that the chairman was dead
right to be suspicious of him.
It was a hoax.

David Smith, a 36-year-

for sale,
winding him up.
£5million,

rice  Was

Luton ought to know that o
The information he gav

was subject to negotiation.

much
which Included Vinny Jones,

Harvey, Gary Simpson and Graher

1
tuy 7
3 _—/ l"‘ inthe Northern Ircland side, with

Cup has been much

Bidder for club says
it is all a wind-up

old motor trade wheeler-
dealer from Colchester said:  asa serious offer to purchase

] read about Luton being up
and rang David Town.

Kohler for a laugh. I was
“when he said the asking

P!
thought the local paper at

was checked by us with the
Town chairman, who con-
firmed that the asking price
was indeed £5million, but

Smith has a reputation for
hoaxes. He has previously
played the part of a potential
buyer of Rotherham an
AN UNWANTED treble was

beat

South East  Barnet,
frod

'At Plough Lane, against 8
more experienced side

TERRY WESTLEY

here has got to be fired up to
get a couple of good results.
We need people who can
guarantee to give 100 per
cent effort, and I can promise
1am one of them.
“And the First Division table
is very tight. We're bottom
but we're only 13 points
away from the top six. We
mustn't feel sorry for our-
selves, We must get on and
do a job, and we need com-
mitment from first second to
last in every match.”

Cambridge United. He even
wangled his way into_the
boardroom at Rotherham
and gracefully accepted &
few drinks before he was
uncovered.

The Town chairman said
this week: “This_confirms
what I said in the first place:
1 did not treat the man's call

my shareholding in Luton

“And it shows that I am
right to insist that anyone
who is genuinely interested
1 should lodge £1million with
a solicitor to show they have
the money to carry out
e  meaningful discussions.

7 heard no more from this
guy after 1 had mentioned
that. And so far there has not
been a single genuine
enquiry about taking over
the club. T will soldier on, but
if there is anyone out there
willing to have a go, I am
d  ready tosell”
reserves turned in a fuir perfor-
Julian James their

completed by the Town's defeat  manc: with
at Stoke: the reserves were
en 21 at Wimbledon and
youth team went down 2-1
home to Barnet in the
Counties League.

r.
‘Andrew Barr was the youth

‘marksman against
often you can learn more

the
at  team's

m losilose...’
"The Reserves play Norwich at
tonigh

Kenilworth Rosd LRoad
tonight.




