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FOOTBALL had a smile on its face again at
Kenilworth Road as Luton Town threw off the
worries and fears about relegation, and pro-
duced their best performance of the season.
Happy fans: they started chanting “Westley
Out’ within two minutes of kick-off, after
Tranmere grabbed an early lead. But they
stood and applauded the quality they had seen
when the game ended. o < -
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Marshall ~ slammed a shot
against the bar, with the goalkeep-
er beaten and Tranmere were
relieved to reach the interval still
level.

They seemed to have done the
business seven minutes after half-
time, when a quick break led to Pat
Nevin crossing deep. Aldridge.
headed carefully 1o set up Gary
Jones for a looping header which
made it 2-1 to the visitors. It also
made a mockery of the way the.
game was going, but two minutes
after Moore's miss of the match
Thorpe went down the right, got to
the by-line and crossed to the back
of the penalty area.

Oakes miscued a shot for goal,

brings bac

REPORT BY BRIAN SWAIN
PICTURES BY GARETH OWEN

ROVERS 2
Half-time: 1-1

ind Luton, and it was quite an
e e aid. "It was like a cup-tie.”
the best news for the Town is that
is getting back to form. He admitted
after a long injury-lay off he had “lost
"‘,',‘,yming' when he first came back.
iih fitness returning, he is much more
t. “We are all working for each
" he said, “And there is a good feeling
OBt th players. We all want to doit for the
boss. He is trying his utmost.” g
‘And there was extra pleasure in seeing a 4-
4.3 formation pay off. The last time the Town
redit, they were hammered 3-0 at Stoke.
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Happy midfielder: Paul McLaren, whose first
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With the crowd realising that a
much-needed win was there for
the taking, the happy noise
reached peak decibel level in the
71st minute when Oakes went
upfield with the ball, saw
McLaren’s good run ahead of him,
and delivered a perfect pass. The
teenager’s winner was taken with
equal skill.

McLaren read the game as well
as anybody afterwards: “We
played a lot of good stuff,” he said. .
“We've been taking stick from the = .
fans in the past few games, so it ON TOP OF THE WORLD: Ceri Hughes leaps to

manager of Luton Town is
still in the balance. Mike
Walker, formerly in charge at
Norwich and Everton, is the
latest name to be linked with
a job that is not even vacant,
which must be dreadful for
Westley and his family.
‘Walker was in the stand, in
a seat booked for a
Middlesbrough FC scout, at
the game against Tranmere.
One Sunday paper claimed
that he would be interviewed
for Westley's job, but Town

football their way to a win.

Happy new skipper: Marvin Johnson, captain for
the first time because Steve Davis and Trevor Peake
were out of the team through injuries.

Happy return: Tony Thorpe, recalled for only his
e e na o kthew It 9lln O famed and crilled in his sixth

a i i the season.
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“When we went a goal down in two minutes we Monday, when a quiz night will | toclose them down.

& by Luton Town Supporters’ Club.

old from the first attack of the game.
wn'ﬂfce fed a pass down the middle, and
Gary Bennett capitalised with a crisp drive.
But within four minutes the “Westley out
chouts were drowned by a delighted roar of
approval as Thorpe crossed from the right,
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