Turner are being kept on, and are
among the contenders. But Lawrence
said: 1 have four or five people on a
Jist in my head. Two have Luton con-
nections.”
One is Ricky Hill, currently coach-

need to face up to that. All the
@nlininglugucpmﬁwiubecup- ¥

ing in America, and 1 believe the

s T e first 22 leagne malcbes, 31 don't wantto g0 o the Second _ other is Trevor Hartley, once asSis
and said: “My targetis 1o keep Luton.  Diision, for the club's sake, the tant to David Pleal, but now but of
- o sk the fans’ sake and for work after being sacked by
need to win at least ten games. And P sake...in that order.” Sunderland when Peter Reid took
that is possible. It s a great challenge,  Neither the club nor the manager is  over at Roker Park last summe?,
but ] am confident we can moVe aWay  saying what sort of contract has been For the Christmas matches Moore
from the bottom of the table. 2greed, but 48-year-old Lawrence’s and Tumer had a heavy involvement
He relishes the fight that 1ays terms arc understood o be much in team preparation, With Lawrence
ad, seeing it as a kind of rerun of  more generous than Temy Westley  laying down the general roles.
the job he had to do for much of his  accepted for is firstchance asaman- He promised he would not settle
e at ager. - for “bash the long ball’ soccer. "We
o s Yoagme he said. 1 man- Lawrence has no history of operat-  will play a passing game” he said.
Sl b.,,hf,,,;"d “Ibave ingasa duo with an assistant whohas  He confirmed the report in these
e o againstrel-  accompanied him on his carcer, and  pages last week that he had made the

said he would take his time to choose
expericnce to bear. on the situation  his right hand man. :{;"‘:,1";;‘:&::°‘.’\J.%“’H§ui“fi’5
Coaches John Moore and Wayne jec” %

“I wanted this job,” he said. “I just
felt it was right for me and right for
the club.

“I worked at Charlton on a limited
budget, and I see many other compar-
isons.”

Chairman David Kohler made a
point of stressing: “The board have
got the man they chose.”

About 20 people, many of them
with Luton Town connections in the
past, had made contact about the job,
but the final choice came down to
Lawrence or Mike Walker, formerly
boss of Norwich and Everton.

Walker suggested that Leicester
City had done him down by the way
they handled the appointment of their
new manager. He had been inter-
viewed by Leicester three times, and
it went on so long, he said, that he had
to tell Luton to count him out of the
Kenilworth Road vacancy.

In the end Leicester appointed
Martin O'Neill, a few days after he
walked out on Norwich City.

But - Kohler - said that despite
Walker's comments, the Luton job
was never his for the taking. “We car-
ried out interviews, looked at the can-
didates, and all the directors came to
the same conclusion,” he said.

THE CAP FITS: New Town manager Lennie Lawrence tries a club
boater for size and is ready to be a Hatter

AFTER Terry Westley
spend £2million in five
months on players,

fer market, his priority
'was to have a good look at
the whole Luton Town

ad - “to get the all yoe
e o e i anfor | e Lawrenee seact RIS 5 gl
T R - ed his new career with 2 5 He will also Jook 8t €€
elt right, and we knew it. We everything from them.’ ¢
are delighted 10 appoint a manager | 20 BMOREY in the kitty 0~ He realised that a sig-
CHOICE: Lennie Lawrence with David Kohler, as his with Lennic's knowledge and experi- | fiEd fEgies niffcant sum of money

ence, who has seen it and done it, and
who is well respected within the
game.”

Manager thinks he is the
right peg in the right hole

LENNY Lawrence described himself
as “the right peg in the right hole’
when he became the 21st manager of

He said that before he

had aiready been laid out,
thought about the trans-

: appointment as the Hatters’ 21st boss is announced and added: “I am not say-

recent months.

before being promoted to the manager's chair
in 1982. Four years later he took them into the
old First Division, now the Premiership,

other clubs.
His duties rarely brought him to Luton - the
last time he saw the Town play before

Luton Town e o payoffingvr ool | Sata's home ame i Hoddenild v
Anyone 'who remembers his days at Charlton in the top flight for G at Bam_ last January, when Dwight
Charlton will know true that is Marshall’s goal carned the Town an FA Cup

just how despite the need t
With a high prole chai b Vooked pi ksc n o sell top players to balance

after a club that in many ways mirors the
Town - small crowds, shortage of money, low
cash resources but high ambitions, with some
glory days still well remembered.
His playing experience was confined to
npon-league teams Croydon, Carshalton and
Sutton Utd. He moved into management as an
assistant at Plymouth, where he also became
caretaker manager, and at Lincoln City.
He was reserve team coach at Charlton

replay victory over Bristol Rovers.

Marshall is one of only two players
Lawrence knew personally when he came into
his new job - the striker spent some time on
loan from Plymouth to Ayresome Park during
Lawrence's spell on Teesside

The other who has played under Lawrence
previously is John Taylor: Lawrence bought
him from Bristol Rovers for Bradford for
£300,000, then sold him to the Town in
March, just over a year later, for £200,000

After nine years he left to join
Middlesbrough, and took them into the
Premiership in his first season, in 1992. But
they were relegated after only a year, and it
was an open secret in football that when he
left, in 1994, he had been squeezed out to
enable Boro to recruit Bryan Robson.

Lawrence moved on to Bradford in May
1994, leaving last month. He had been out of
work since then, but doing a little scouting for

S -~ i with 1
TYING THE KNOT: Lennie Lawrence opens his tie!
Hatters In a sartorial vein

BY BRIAN SWAIN

THEY USED to call Lennie Lawrence
dejni when he was at Charlton, for his
sstonishing ability to escape a near-per-
ot threat of relegation.
And in his first game as manager of Luton
he proved he can be the great escapologist
j[‘1;,0“'mixmux and showed us enough to suggest
hecan do it at Kenilworth Road over the second

the season.
N:(( ven a most unseasonable “gift” of a red

Great esca trick
might work again

LUTON TOWN 2
HUDDERSFIELD 2

(half-time 1-0)

card for skipper Steve Davis could detract from
the pleasure that wafted around the stands as a
ten-man team battled back from a goal down to
snatch a late equaliser.

It might even have been an improbable victo-
ry, from a team given new life and a new shape

RSFIELD: Francis; Jenkins,
_Gray, Cowan (Colilins 52
Daiton, Bullock, Makel,
‘Booth, Jepson. Unused subs

pnt, s 1-1 56 mins: Andy
the middie from Tom
seven minutes after

2279 mins: David Oldtield,
€ from flerce right wing
jht Marshall.

: Town ten saved

k'S inaien fass

and three wide; Huddersfield six
saved and seven wide. Corners: 7-6
to Huddersfield.

SENT OFF: Steve Davis, after 49 min-
utes, for what looked like a very
good tackle on Andy Booth on the
edge of the box.

REFEREE: David Allison, a Lancashire
schoolmaster who was not top of the
{form with the Town. The view from
the Presshox was that his red card
for the Town skipper was a diaboli-

cal decision.
ATTENDANCE: 7,076, higher than for

games,
despite the cold wet weather and
all counter-gttractions of

Christmas shopping.

ENTERTAINMENT: A real Christmas
cracker. Pity about the ref, but
Lennie Lawrence’s first game in
charge offered plenty of promise of
better things to come, especially it
he can sort out the defence.
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by Lawrence’s arrival. Brian Horton, an out-
standing Town skipper a decade or more ago,
confessed that as manager of Huddersfield he had
seen no team give his side so much trouble,
despite the harsh dismissal of Davis.

In a cracking game both sides played good
passing football, and with home fans at last find-
ing something to cheer about the atmosphere was
better as well.

Relegation fears were put on the back bumer
as the Town bubbled and fizzed, taking a well-
deserved lead, falling behind, and then saving a
point in a grandstand finish.

Dwight Marshall, who scored one and made
one, was the sponsors’ man of the match. He
must have been run pretty close by Mitchell
‘Thomas, who was brought back into the side for
his first league start since the opening day of the
season.

Coach

Wayne
Turner guided
Lawrence’s team tac-

tics — the new boss
had seen only one
gentle training session
24 hours earlier — and
Thomas started at left
back in a 4-4-2 forma-
tion. By the end of the
game he had played in
three positions as the
Town had to regroup.

Town fans were
seething at the deci-
sion of referee David
Allison, four minutes
into the second half.
The Town had the bet-
ter of the first, with
Marshall shooting his
tenth goal of the sea-
son thanks to Paul
McLaren's neat
through ball and
Marshall's close con-

@ Dwight Marshall

trol skill in going
round Lee Sinnott and
goalkeeper  Steve
Francis @ David Oldfield

Tan Feuer had made
a good save from Andy Booth just before the
break, and in the red card incident it looked as
though Davis had made a perfect sliding tackle
on Huddersfield's leading scorer as he chased a

eaded pass by Kevin Gray. But Mr Allison saw
it as a professional foul, and Town protests were
in vain

Lawrence kept his cool. “I never criticise ref-
erees.”” he said. “He gives the decision as he sees
it, and we have to accept it P

He shuffled the ten-man pack, sending on
Richard Harvey in place of Tony Thorpe to keep
a back four in business .

But Huddersfield, playing positive attacking

FOOTBALL CLUB
Inquiry into rival
stadium schemes

RIVAL schemes for a new Hatters’ stadium are
likely to be put under the spotlight together at a
huge planning inquiry in the summer.

Luton Council chief planning officer David Watts revealed
Jast week that the inquiry will start on July 9. This inquiry has
been set up to decide whether to give the go-ahead for the
Kohlerdome stadium on
land near Stockwood Park
and the M1 junction 10 — the
London Road turn off. The
inquiry is scheduled to last
four weeks.

There will also have to be
a public inquiry on a second
application — submitted by

Wyncote  Developments
PLC — for a stadium on the
same spot.

Luton Council chief plan-
ning officer David Watts
told the council’s planning
committee last week he
hoped the Wyncote applica-
tion could be dealt with at
the same time as the
Kohlerdome inquiry. That
would be better than having
separate inquiries for the
two planning applications, suggested Mr Watts — who told
the committee that if both applications went to the same pub-
lic inquiry it would last longer than four weeks.
He said that, as things stood at the moment, the council
would ask at the inquiry for the Kohlerdome project to be
approved. It would also ask for the Wyncote application to
be rejected, as the council had not had enough details on how
the developers intended to handle traffic problems around
the stadium area. And the council wanted Wyncote (0 say
how they thought shops included in the scheme would affect
other shops within a wide area.
Since the Wyncote project was last discussed by the com:
mittee, dozens of written objections on identical forms had
come in from Harpenden, the committee heard.
Hatters' chairman David Kohler is also looking into the
idea of having a stadium built at Milton Keynes and has just
received outline planning permission for it. Mr Kohler told
the town’s borough council leisure and community services
committees that Milton Keynes could have a league soccer
team within three to five years even if Luton Town FC did
1ot move into the proposed stadium — because a new team
could be started.

uw &

DavIdKohler

football the way the Town did in Horton's Luton
days, sensed they had a real chance to get back
into 1t.

Seven minutes after Davis was dis-
missed, the whole he left was unfilled as
Booth was given time {0 crack a superb

e DIV ISION TWO
shot into the net when he was unmarked an)ﬂEﬂx“gyLQNF 5 SONTWO. sy
to collect Tom ](‘l:]»\;m]\:m;\mu S ook KAme ‘9‘ ; ,‘; 3 ig “ :: :ﬁ"un = ‘!‘ ; g g ;‘ﬁ
ce es had a shot cleare hoe
S e ¥ ther ch"“m‘s:,cm 7700 27 614  Whitbread Log 127 23 32 1516
Jine as the Town responded, but anothe o 770 olaies g 12723 % B4
expert finish, this time by Lee Makel, WNC““MS‘"“ MU R “ng ; ; 2 f‘!“g
punished more slipshod work in thecen  Sgh soo viadm i oo e 08 33 3 112
e e and Huddersfield were  Harvers 83 33 % 20’y e tan Biiizan
ahead, and on top. Studham 10325 1631 8 W 423 ;i
o made a vital save to prevent  Markyate 2325 105 7 Iemeooa f08 05 22
el scoring again, which would have Luton Eagles uiel 12iaeRe Chislana L
. Y on
finished it, and then Lawrence pulled his ISl Town 100 1 9 16 42 1 ﬂl.mlcl‘:m :;z g‘.n z: ;:
igasi soke DIVISION Of HeronManor 120 4 8 21 81

‘With 27 minutes to go he sent on (o

P W
id Oldficld and Bontcho G h i S
more subs, David Oldfield Whitbread Log
O v, and in the 79th mimte it Cak Bl talvin ey Loca eague
’ X el er- Lewsey Social
G e glorously, with Oldfield power: - (el W e

ing in the equaliser with & diving header
from a right wing cross by Marshall

It felt almost as good as winning,
although Lawrence Was displeased L\“lhl:
space Huddersfield were glver to score
their goals, and confirmed that there v‘/m
a lot more to do if the great escape dream
is to become & reality by next May
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