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IN A SEASON which has seen
|l some pretty poor performances
in the First Division, Luton
Town plumbed incredible
depths in tumbling out of the
| FA Cup at Blundell Park.

Spineless, toothless and clueless, it
was humiliation for anyone who has
any feeling for the club. The players
were shell-shocked, unable to explain
why they could not make it a contest,
and new manager Lennie Lawrence
emerged from the dressing-room
grim-faced to apologise to the 600
Town fans who made the trip to

GRIMSBY TOWN 7
LUTON TOWN 1
Half-time 4-1

Humberside.

We can stand defeat, but what we
could not stomach was tame surren-
der. A year ago Southampton ham-
mered the Town’s cup hopes 6-0 at
The Dell. That hurt, but we had the
consolation of knowing we had seen
a virtuoso performance by Matthew
Le Tissier and few teams could have
lived with him that night

Grimsby, eighth in the First
Division, were a team without stars -
except that the Town seemed intent
on making all 11 look like world-
beaters.

Not one Town man came out with
credit, and the re-shaped defence,
with Steve Davis suspended, was a
bad joke.

Gary Waddock, skipper for the first
time, tried in vain to plug gaps, but
there were so many it was impossible.
And Grimsby had one of those days
when almost every shot hit the net

Julian James came back after
injury, and had the misfortune to be
up against Ivano Bonetti, a tricky left
winger who has played for Brescia,
Genoa,  Juventus, Bologna
Sampdoria and Torino. He is on loan
to the end of the season, and Grimsby
fans are contributing cash to try to
fund a permanent transfer.
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It was their worst result since an§-
1 hammering at Lincoln in the Fouth
Division 29 years ago,

Grimsby player-manager Brim
Laws revealed later that he expected
the Town to stage a death-or
battle at the start of the second half.

Let’s hold it at 4-1," he demanded of
his team. They did, and then helped
themselves to three more easy goals...
not bad for a team that wasn't both-
ered whether it added to its tally.

To add insult, Laws decided to give

ol three subs a bit of fun, sending them on for the last 12
minutes. Two of them scored.

Grimsby's strong front runners, Jamie Forrester and Steve
Livingstone, embarrassed the Town time and time again,
and while the back four and g all took some of the
blame for the disaster, there was precious little sign of help
from the other departments
Things looked OK for the first 15 minutes, with the Town
passing the ball fairly well, and with a gale blowing in their
favour.

But they fell apart after the opener, with Bonetti clipping
aneat pass over a static defence and Forrester equally adroit
with his chip over Ian Feuer.

Scott Oakes surfaced once to fire in a shot just wide of tar-
g, before Feuer made a good save from Livingstone. But
the Town stood around as Gary Childs fired in a low comer
watched Livingstone shot the
second goal, with a deflection helping to bamboozle Feuer.

Guentchey had a cross-cum-shot palmed away, but
Grimsby were starting to motor, and Feuer beat out a
piledriver by Forrester, and was relieved to see Livingstone
crack the rebound a foot wide.

But in the 32nd minute C Croft’s pass put Bonetti
clear of James, and he crossed low for Forrester to slide in
lis second goal from about eight

Marshall’s reply, going in
and Croft, raised spirits briefly, and cle
into Grimsby. But Oakes, as b;
rn the ball when Oldfield put
timeat the end of the first half Forrester broke on Grimsby's
1ght, and crossed low. Feuer failed to cut out the pass and
Bonetti scored.

The secnpd half was purgatory for Town fans as it
became obvious Grimsby were capable of making it a real
mauling against a side that had lost its way
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Feuer made an excellent save from
Jim Dobbin before a defence playing
statues was caned three more times, by
Livingstone, and subs Nicky Southall
and Neil Woods.

Laws had a little sympathy for the
Town. “I knew someone was going to
get a hammering,” he said. “We have
been creating chances, but today we put
them away.”

Lawrence said: “At least this hasn’t

i
cost us three points. But that perfor-
mance was unacceptable, and my sym-
pathies go to the fans who supported us
very well, and must feel absolutely gut-
ted.

“Grimsby are a good First Division
side. But they're not AC Milan. We
made them look like AC Milan.

“We need to get that one out of our sys-
tems - and quickly.”
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Chiltern Youth League
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VETERAN  goalkeeper
Fred Barber, who has not
played a first team game
for the Town since he was
signed from Peterborough
18 months ago, was yester-
day completing a transfer
to Birmingham City.
Barber cost the Town
£15,000 in the summer of
1994, when he was signed
as cover for Juergen
Sommer, but his only
league experience since
then has been on loan spells
at Peterborough, Ipswich
and Blackpool.

Barry Fry enquired
because of injuries to his
two top goalkeepers.
Barber, 32, had already
been promised a free trans-
fer by Terry Westley if he
could find a club, and
Lennie Lawrence will
stand by that, but was try-
ing to organise a deal
under which the Town
would receive a fee
on league appearances by
Barber for Birmingham.

Fry’s men are in a play-
off place in the First
Division, and are still
involved in both domestic
cup competitions, plus the
Anglo-Italian Cup.

DEFENDER Gavin
Johnson completed his
month’s loan at Division
Three Wigan on Saturday,
and will be invited by

Barber is on the way
to Birmingham City

any time,” said the Town
boss. “But in the meantime
I think it is better for him
to have first team football
when, at the moment, we
can only offer him a place
in the reserves here.”

‘The same logic will apply
to David Greene, whose
loan to Colchester in
Division Three ends on
Saturday week. The Essex
club have no cash to buy
the Irish under-21 interna-
tional centre-half, but will
be told they are welcome to
extend the loan into a sec-
ond month if they and the
player agree.




